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Julian Joachim started Villa's charge in 
the sixth minute and the team never 
looked back after Allan Thompson 
scored his first home goal for 
Villa in the 78th minute. 
Joachim, named man-of-the- 
match, said the departure of 
Yorke was disappointing but 
gave other players, including 
Collymore, a chance to sécure the 
No.1 striker spat. 
"Phere is an opportunity there for 
me to get a striker's spot and I'll be 
happy to take it,” he said after the 


match to the waiting media. 

Villa had a 1-0 lead at halftime and extended the 
advantage in the S2nd minute when Gary,Charles fired in 
the second goal afier a length-of-the-field buildup. The 
claret and-blues made repeated attacking raids until 
Middlesbrough hit back in the 62nd minute to reduce the 
margin when Mikkel Beck finished-off an attacking raid 
by heading the ball into goal 


ki 


By Aidan Ormond with international agencies 


‘ow there's a headline to treasure for the new boys. However if 

they were chanting “champions” at the Valley, they were 

singing. "no Yorke, no Yorke” as Aston Villa proved it could 

do without the star striker as it scored a 3-1 win over 
Middlesbrough at Villa Park Sunday, Villa, playing its first match since 
Dwight Yorke's 12.6 million pound ($24 million) transfer to Manchester 
United, moved into third spot on the competition table with a win and a 
draw, 


iddlesbrough manager Bryan Robson made two 
tactical substitutions in the 60th minute, replacing former 
England international Paul Gascoigne with the fresh Beck, 
which sparked the Boro forwards into action. 
Mark Bosnich suddenly had plenty of work cut out for him but was 
equal to the task, making two super sayes as a rejuyenated Middlesbrough 
launched dangerous shots al goal. 
In the only division one match on Sunday, Bradford grabbed a 2-2 tic 
with Bolton by scoring a goal {wo minutes from full-time at Valley Parade. 
Meanwhile back ini the premier: Charlton Athletic 5. Southampton 0. 
After John Robinson and Neil Redfearn had put Charlton 2-0 up, the 
sending-off of Southampton keeper Paul Jones ended the match as a contest, 
Striker Clive Mendonea took full advantage, helping himself to a second- 


half hat-trick to put the promoted club top of the league 
and Southampton bottom. 
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Villa's Scineca (right) and Boro's 
Dean Gordon 


Chelsea 1 Newcastle United 1. Nigerian 
international Celestine Babayaro scrambled Chelsea 
ahead after 23 minutes but Swede Andreas Andersson 
equalised two minutes before half-time with 
Newcastle's only shot of the first half, 

Derby County 0 Wimbledon 0 

A disappointing game of few chances that left 
Derby still searching for their first goal of the new 
season, although Paolo Wanchope had a late header 
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WEEK'S EPISODE... 


disallowed. An indication of 
Wimbledon's ambition can be seen 
from the fact that they had three 
players booked for time-wasting. 
Leicester City 2 Everton 0 
Everton old boy Tony Cottee put 
Leicester ahead after 11 minutes and 
Muzzy Izzet thumped in the second 
in the 38th for a deserved halftime 
Tead. 
Liverpool 0 Arsenal 0 
A better game than the scoreline 
suggests. Both teams had good 
chances while goalkeepers 
David Seaman and Brad 
Friedel both made 
some top class 
saves. Arsenal's 
Ray Parlour 
blazed over an 
open goal early 
on and when 
Mare Overmars 


a 
Ray Parlour and Liverpool's 


did eventually get Patrick Berger in the big 
past Friedel, Premier League clash on the 
Liverpool defender weekend. 


Jamie Carragher scrambled 
the ball off the line. 

Nottingham Forest 1 Coyentry 0 Former England midfielder Steve 
Stone gave promoted Forest their first win of the season when the Geordie 
drove in a shot after 51 minutes, But keeper Dave Beasant, 37, had kept 
them in the match with several good early saves. 

‘Tottenham Hotspur.0 Sheffield Wednesday 3 Tottenham fans shouted 
k the board” after their second successive defeat: Peter Atherton after 27 
minutes and Italian Paolo Di Canio after 35 had Wednesday cruising at 
halftime. Tottenham pushed forward in the second half but were caught out 
when Andy Hinchcliffe finished them off 12 minutes from time. 

West Ham United 0 Manchester United 0 Jan Wright missed the match 
through injury and United's new 12.6 million pounds ($20.51 milion) striker 
Dwight Yorke had a quiet debut in a disappointing clash at Upton Park. 


Played Monday: Leeds v Blackburn (after press of ABSW). 


ABSW 


AUGUST 25 


Australian News 


YOUNG SOCCEROOS NICK T: | WAS 
BEAT NEW ZEALAND’ TERRIFIED! 


ILLNESS THREATENS OUR 
UALIFYING CAMPAIGN 


he Australian U20 (Young 
Socceroo) national team 
advanced to the Grand Final 
of the Oceania Qualification 
‘Tournament with a heart stopping 3-2 
extra time victory against New Zealand 
in Apia Samoa on Sunday, 

Despite dominating the game for 70 
minutes the Australians let a two goal 
Jead slip from them and had to rely on the 
golden goal to snatch the game from New 
Zealand's grasp. 

Australia’s lead up to the game has 
been less than perfect with a stomach 
virus sweeping through the team in the 
previous two days, Sterjovski, Care, 
‘Terminello. Breaden and Rizzo were all 
badly affected. Along with Grella unable 
to play because of a broken left arm the 
team came into the game badly depleted. 

Only Rizzo was well enough to take 
the field but he had to be replaced at half- 
time after becoming ill again during the 
first half. 

Australia started the match strongly 
and put the pressure on New Zealand 
Straight away but were met with fierce 
defence from the Kiwis who refused to 
stand aside and let Australia take control. 

‘The ever-deteriorating surface of the 
pitch continued to make it difficult for 
Australia to get in to full flight but they 
still tried to patiently work the ball around 
at the back and through the middle of the 
park which eventually paid dividends, 

Rizzo almost got Australia of to a 
dream start, In the third minute Bresciano 
won the ball in midfield played the ball 
wide to Rizzo who whipped in a low ball 
across the face of the New Zealand goal, 
only to see the ball scrambled away. 
Invincibile made a great run through the 
middle of the park in the 17th and slotted 
the ball through to Carle but his shot was 
tipped away by the keeper for a corner, 

Maisano looked as though he would 
put Australia ahead in the 28th after Carle 
had put him through to be one-on-one 
with the keeper but his angled shot slid 
past the left upright. 

Maisano made amends for his missed 
chance in the 36th minute, after intercept- 
ing a clearance from the goalkeeper, he 


bolted to well inside the area, drew the 
keeper slotted the ball squared to Carle 
who simply had to tap in at the far post to 
give Australia the lead. 


Nick Carle ... Young Socceroos’ 
scorer against the Kiwis. 


Colosimo almost made it two in the 
44th after a dashing solo run through the 
middle, letting fly with a bomb from the 
edge of the area but his shot skimmed 
over the bar, 

The second half saw Australia come 
out with even more fight pushing forward 
with confidence and aggression, 

Bresciano had Carle through on the left 
in the 5st but the striker’s shot was again 
well saved for a comer. Maisano’s corner 
was well taken and Colosimo got up well 
amongst the New Zealand defence to vol- 
ley home and make it 2-0 after 52 min- 
utes. 

Bosnar headed over in the 60th after 


another well struck corner and Carle was 
desperately unlucky not to get Australia’s 
third in the 70th after a good build up 
through Bresciano and Maisano. Carle’s 
shot beat the advancing keeper but a div- 
ing save from the New Zealand full-back 
scooped the ball off the line and away 
safely. 

With 77 minutes gone and Australia 
looking quite comfortable the game 
seemed all but over, however, New 
Zealand were far from finished. 

Jn the 78th minute Cunico conceded a 
free-kick outside the area which was 
swung in to the far post to an unmarked 
striker who calmly headed the ball past 
Swancott. 

The Australians seemed unphased by 
the goal and continued to press forward 
looking to finish the Kiwis off. 

However in the 87th minute a well 
taken New Zealand comer again found a 
man unmarked on the far post and another 
well taken header levelled the score and 
pushed the game in to extra-time. 

New Zealand battled vainly in the extra 
period however their comeback effort in 
regular time had taken it’s toll and many 
players were cramping up trying to keep 
up with the Australians who continued to 
play strongly. 

Finally in the 110th minute Carle 
crossed over to Colosimo who controlled 
well and played to Cuzzupe who blasted 
the ball in to the net to secure Australia’s 
berth in the final. 

Australia’s final match is against Fiji 
(who beat Solomon Island 2-1 in the other 
semi-final match). 


| top six, with the crowd 


| are currently seeking gov- 


AUSSIE CUP FINAL WIN 


By Aidan Ormond 


ven for an experienced air pilot like 

Wolves coach Nick 

Theodorakopoulos, the recent 

floods that terrorised Wollongong 
made him “the most afraid I have ever 
been.” 

As a coach not known for hyperbole this 
well describes the recent weather 
problems. NSW-Premier 
Bob Carr visited 
Wollongong yesterday. 

Training for the go-ahead 
club was disrupted and sev- 
eral of the Sydney-based 
Wolves had to sleep in 
Wollongong, unable to 
return to Sydney. 

Sadly the Fraternity Club, a 
long-time supporter of the 
club, sustained two million dol- 
lars worth of damage, but, according 
to Wolves, it will be back in business in 
two weeks, Fortunately Brandon Park, 
home of the Wolves, was not damaged. 

On the playing side of things the club is 
“working away as hard as ever” according to 
Theodorakopoulos and the acquisitions of 
NSW Super League player Saso Petrovski, and 
NSL players Michael 
Brooks and Les 
Pogliacomi, should ensure 
that the club is back in the 


support enhanced after the 
local Rugby League team, 
Milawarra Steelers, failed 
to reach the Finals. 
Eyeryone loves a winner 
as they say. 

The voluble 
Theodorakopoulos joked 
later that it would have 
been safer in the monster 
surf of Hawaii then it was 
in Wollongong last week! 

Wollongong Wolves 


ernment assistance for 
their impressive plans for 
a stadium development. 
‘They are waiting on the state government to get 
back to them on their proposal which has broad 
community support. 

‘The club has emphasised that it it only part 
of the total cost of the new grandstand and that 
the cost would only be about a million dollars 


Nick Theodorakopoulos... “I have 
never been so afraid.” 


from the governent, 

The federal government recently helped 
North Sydney Rugby League with their move 
to the central coast to the tune of ten million. 
Surely the Carr government should have a look 
at this sort of investment in what is a huge 
Soccer area in NSW. 


wyght Tuffnell reports from Melbourne 
‘that Melbourne Knights coach Vid Horvat 
finally arrived last night to take 

up the position of coach of 

Melbourne Knights, Horvat, 

a former player with the 

club in the 1970's, had 

trouble arranging a visa to 
come to Melbourne from 

Croatia. 

He had previously 
coached Hamilton Steelers in 
Canada and played for 
Croatian team Dynamo 
Zagreb. 

Knights midfielder, Ante Deak, 
s said that the players are now looking 
forward to getting on with the job now that 

Horvat has arrived, 

“Although there's been a couple of delays in 
the coach getting here, all the players are 100% 
focussed for the season,” Deak said. 

“We probably started 
training a little bit late, 
but the training’s been 
very tough, 

“Now we know where 
we stand and we just con- 
centrate on the coming 
season.” 

The Knights have been 
training for a couple of 
weeks under youth team 
and assistant senior coach 
Lou Kastner and two of 
the more experienced 
players in the Knights 
squad Ivan Kelic and 
Ante Kovacevic. 

Deak said that the short 
space that Horvat will 
haye to work with the 
squad will not harm their 
season. 

They're in action this 
weekend in the Tynan-Eyre Cup against new 
Premier League champs Bullen Inter Kings. 

See the match report for this final on page 
14, 
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IN MALAYSIA 


By John Economos 


teve Darby, former Tassie and ACT Director of Coaching as well 
Sydney Olympic’s former general manger, rocked Malaysia by mi 
ulously taking out their Cup final with a team from the second divi- 
sion, Johor F.A. They beat Sabah 1-0 in the final. 

Despite being in control for only nine weeks Darby lifted his team enought to 
win them the Cup. Former Australian international midfielder Milan Blagojevic 
scored the sole Cup Final goal in the 31st minute. 

“Really it was much easier for me to achieve all this having as my captain and 
sweeper Darren Stewart and as playmaker, Milan Blagojevic,” said Darby. 

Sabah had former England and Arsenal midfielder David Rocastle playing for 
them. 

Darby went on to elaborate: “Milan absolutely murdered and totally destroyed 
Rocastle in the Cup final and never let him get a touch. He was just brilliant 
against this hardened former England international.” 

‘And as far as the former Apia and Newcastle Breakers’ Darren Stewart is con- 
cerned, Darby had nothing but respectful praise. “Not only is Darren my captain at 


Johor, he was also 
our goalscoring 
sweeper. That’s just 
how competitive and 
a proud professional 
this Australian player 
really is. 

“In fact Darren 
has been at Johor 
now for six straight 
years which has now 


made him the longest |= 


serving ‘foreign 
player in all 


Malaysian Soccer. 


He’s treated like a 
king over there.” 


Steve Darby centre, with Milan Blagojevic (left) 
and Darren Stewart. 


INDOOR SOCCER 


Summer competitions 


NSW NETBALL CENTRE 
Church St, LIDCOMBE 
Commencing August/September 
Junior Leagues: Male & Female 
Senior: Male & Female Competitions 


Mate & FEMALE CASH LEAGUES 
$3,000* PRIZEMONEY 
- *Conditions Apply 
ALL NATIONS KNOCKOUT 


32 TEAMS —5 WEEKS 
PLAY UNTIL BEATEN 
$50.00 A WIN PRIZEMONEY 
l SEPTEMBER/OCTOBER 
Promoting club affiliated with Indoor Soccer 
Association of NSW, Soccer NSW and Soccer Australia, 


Info Line & Registrations Ph: 9654 2311 Fax: 9654 2383 
Secretary PO Box 70 West Ryde NSW 2114 
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WIN FREE 
REEDSWAIN 
COACHING VIDEOS! 


OUR GOOD FRIENDS AT REEDSWAIN ARE GIVING YOU THE 
OPPORTUNITY TO WIN A FANTASTIC TRAINING VIDEO 
CALLED 
‘THE AJAX TRAINING METHOD’ 
PARTS ONE AND TWO! 
JUST SEND AN ENVELOPE TO 


REEDSWAIN AUSTRALIA 


PO BOX 32 RIVERWOOD NSW 2210 
AND MARK IT ‘AJAX COMPETITION.’ IT WILL BE DRAWN AT 
REEDSWAIN ON THE AUGUST 31 AND WINNERS ARE 
PUBLISHED IN THE FOLLOWING ABSW. 


ADVERTISE WITH US AND 
THE WORLD SEES YOU! 


BRA 
CAPTIAW 
DUNCA 
LOUESHIS 
ABSW? 
JUST ONE OF 
THOUSANDS 
WORLDWIDE 


ADVERTISE WITH THE BIGGEST AND THE BEST. 
ABSW. 


COMPETITIVE RATES 
AUSTRALIA’S WEEKLY SOCCER BIBLE READ BY ALL! 
OUR DEDICATED ADVERTISING TEAM 
ARE STANDING BY FOR YOUR CALL 


CALL MICHAEL IN SYDNEY ON ... 


9562 0573 qirect Line) 
Mobile: 018 266 337 


Fax: 9550 9332 


E-mail 
soccer@foreignlanguage.com.au 


OR call 
LES ON (02) 9562 0507 (direct line) 
JOHN on (02) 97446984 


CROOK HAS THE 
CLASS AND SPIRIT 


By Mark ower 


‘an Crook’s soccer career has taken him from filling in 

for the likes of Glenn Hoddle, Ossie Ardiles and Ricky 

Villa at Tottenham, playing in Europe for Norwich 

City, a season under Eddie Thompson in Japan and 
now to Australian soccer’s newest NSL team, Northern 
Spirit. 

In the same San Freece team in Japan was former Socceroo 
striker Graham Amold, now player-coach of the Spirit, and also 
a roommate of Crook's 
last year. As the new 
boss, Amold was keen to 
sign him up for his new 
club. 

“Graham had spoke 
about it briefly to me in 
Japan when he got 
offered the job and when 
he was putting things 
together, It was difficult 
for me to commit myself 
then as when I left 
Norwich I left on very 
good terms, and they said 
there would be something 
there for me when I got 


back, 

“Basically when I got back I sat down with my wife and we 
thought this was a great way for us to carry on. So I didn’t really 
even consider the Norwich thing in the end.” 

Crook is in Australia with his wife and two children, after 
spending the last year in Japan without them. He admitted that 
had been a struggle for the family. 

“Tt wasn’t fair on the children, so we decided this time that 
whatever happened we'd go together. What better place to come 
and bring the family than here?” 

After completing his apprenticeship, Crook spent six seasons 
at White Hart Lane, but made only 20 league appearances. The 
Spurs team of the early 80's was full of 
stars, particularly in Crook's position of 
midfield. 

“In some aspects it was good because 
I was there when there were some great 
players there and | learnt a lot, but then 
obviously I didn't get a great deal of 
games. I had to wait for the likes of 
Glenn Hoddle to get injured which is a 
difficult situation. I enjoyed my time 
there though and learned a hell of a lot,” 

Crook then spent 1] seasons at 
Norwich, and the Carrow Road club 
enjoyed some good years. One 
memorable European run is still fondly 
remembered, as Norwich beat a strong 
Bayern Munich side only to lose to a 
Dennis Bergkamp inspired Inter Milan. f. c 

“They were great times. They were Us 
thoroughly enjoyable and it was great 
for me. To be able to play in Europe was 
superb.” 

Crook has signed a one year deal with the Spirit, which will 
take him past his 36th birthday. He has maybe an option of 
staying on, depending on form, family and fitness. 

“Tf 1 don’t play well then there's no 
reason for anyone to want me here, so 


TM 


Graham Arnold... played with the skilful Englishman 
in Japan's J-League. 


bunch of players it’s a matter of those players gelling. Certainly 
if we can get into the top six then that would be fabulous, I think 
We've got the players to go a long way, but I’m sure there are 
‘other clubs that think that as well. We'll give it a good go.” 

Crook is best remembered as a midfielder playmaker, but has 
come to the Spirit as a sweeper. 

“T suppose it comes with age 
really, You can’t get round the pitch 
as good as you could, | still feel 
physically fit, but I played there for a 
while with Norwich and then in 
Japan, which is where Graham saw 


me. 

“He feels I can do a job there and 
I'll give it my utmost to make it a 
Success for me and the club.” 

‘Asa senior player Crook said he'd 
be happy to give any input on the 
coaching side if Graham Arnold and 
Tan Gray requested it, but was quick 
to point out they were the coaches 
and he was happy to leave it to them! 

Hopefully this quality player will 
be in Australia for years to come, as 
it would mean he is fit, in form and 
most importantly, he and his family 
are settled. 

Australian fans will love watching lan Crook's passing skills, 
which are exceptional, and his experience and class will be 
Vital part of the playing success Spirit may have this season, 


it’s up to me to perform well and make 
the club want to keep me.” 

Crook was impressed with the set-up 
at the Spirit, describing it as, 
“extremely professional. The good 
thing is, a club is only as good as its 
players, and the players that are here 
during the season can gel as a team and 
make the club even better.” 

While recognising it was difficult to 
predict how a new team could fare in 
the league, Crook was positive. 

“You've got to set your sights high. 
You've got to be bold and say we can 
challenge. But I think all things in 
perspective this is a new club, and 
although I believe we've got a great 
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JOLEVSKI TAKES OUT MAJOR AWARD — 


By Dwyght Tuffnell 


unshine Georgies’ Anthony Magnaceca capped off a 
terrific season when he was presented with the 
Pascoe Vale Sportscene/ABSW Player of the Year 
award on Sunday, 

He received a magnificent trophy and a cheque for $500 from 
Pascoe Vale Sportscene, 

Magnacca received 27 votes to win the award, just two clear 
of his nearest rival, Thomastown Zebras’ Nick Cuculevski, after 
gaining two votes in the last round. 

He joins the likes of Josip Skoko and Brian MacNicol on the 
list of winners. The Georgies youngster also collected the 
Victorian Under 21 Player of the Year. 

Pascoe Vale Sportscene and its proprietor, Maurice Raponi, 
have been proud supporters of ABSW in providing trophies and 
a cash prize for the winners, 

As well as backing ABSW’s Victorian Premier League 
coverage, Pascoe Vale Sportscene have also provided the award 
for the National League player of the year. 

They are to be commended for their support of Soccer. 


homastown Zebras scooped the two big the 
‘Healthy Diet-Try It Premier League awards night 
last week. George Joleyski won the Gold Medal 
whilst Nick Cuculeyski took out the Bill Fleming 
Medal, the media panel’s player of the year award. 

Jolevski won the medal for the second year running, polling 
31 votes, five clear of his nearest rival, South Dandenong’s 
Carlo Villani. 

Leading goalscorer Sash Becvinovski of Altona Magic was 
third with 25 votes and Green Gully’s Nick Papadopoulos was 
fourth with 24, 

Cuculevski was a popular choice for the Bill Fleming Medal 
as was St Albans coach Viado Vanis, who took out the Coach of 
the year award. 

Pacoe Vale Sportscene/ABSW Player of the Year award 
winner, Anthony Magnacca of Sunshine Georgies, who won 
narrowly from Cuculevski, won another accolade, accpeting the 
Under 21 Player of the Year. 

Steve Laurie, now with English Premier League club West 
Ham, was recognised as the outstanding junior in Victoria 
winning the Weinstein Medal (see story next page). 


Pictured above top is Gold Medal winner George Jolevski. In the middle is veteran 
keeper Sean Keogh, awarded the accolade of Goalkeeper of the Year. 


Finally, Nick Cucelevski, the Bill Fleming Medal winner. 
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FALCONS FLY OFF DAY SCORES 
TO CHINA 


ippsland Falcons are close to signing their second 

player in preparation for the new season. Falcons 

‘coach Stuart Munro has been looking at 18 year 

old Perth player Robbie Puca, and he has liked 
what he has seen. 

“We're in the process of speaking to him. I think he could 
make a real impression in the National League” said Munro. 
Puca is a left sided player who 
was previously at Fremantle 
United and was being con- 
sidered by Perth Glory 

for their development 
program, 

But with the loss of 
defender Danny Hay 
to English club Crewe 
Alexandra and an 

abundance of midfield- 
ers already at the club, 
they decided against it. 

Munro will also be having a 
look at South Australian pair Greg Hagias (striker) and Robert 
Matosevic (goalkeeper) from Port Lion Pirate: 

‘The out of contract Olyroo Levent Osman is in Turkey having 
trials but he has indicated to the club that he will play for them 
should he not find a club there. 


ee EX ty, 


The obsession with playing in Asia has caught on in 
Gippsland. After Carlton's trip to China, and Sydney Utd’s foray 
to Indonesia, new coach Munro will take the Gippsland Falcons 
to China at the end of September. 

The Falcons have two games, both against first division oppo- 
sition, arranged. 

“It’s an ideal way for us to get closer together” Munro said. 

At the moment the Falcons will be there for seven days but 
Munro is hoping for third game to be organised, extending the 
Falcons stay by three days. 


EX-NEWY BOYS 
ON THE MOVE 


by Aidan Ormond 


et another Adelaide City player has jumped ship, 

This time it’s ex-Neweastle tyro Scotty Thomas. He 

has been training with Sydney Olympic and played 

in a trial match last week and would seem, at this 
stage, a midfield replacement for the recently married Peter 
‘Tsekenis, who has been playing sweeper. It is believed that 
Thomas is ready to sign, 

Canberra Cosmos player Andy Roberts, who left Newcastle 
last year for the ACT side, is back in the Hunter. The 28 year old 
defender is one of new Breakers’ coach Lee Sterrey’s first sign- 
ings, along with Bobby Catlin from Sydney Olympic. 

Roberts is an AIS graduate and a former Australian Youth 
International who played over 100 games with the Breakers 
before moving to Canberra last season. He looks like he is over 
the troublesome hamstring injury he had last year. 
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ON DEBUT 
FOR PUMAS 


By Aidan Ormond 


‘ew Sydney United striker Nathan Day 

scored on his debut for the club in 

front of 30,000 fans at the national 
stadium in Indonesia last week. 

In his side's first run for the new season the 

Sydney boys went down to the Indonesian 


SOCCER CLUD 


Dave Mitchell’s side were invited to 
Indonesia to sharpen up Indonesia before their 
Asian Cup campaign begins. 

Big Mitch stated later that he was “happy” 
with the United performance, despite the result, 
and praised the side, particularly it’s new faces, 
The game, played in Jarkarta, was also broad- 
cast on national television, 

On the player front, the club is poised to sign 
new players to beef up the squad that has lost 
one or two stars from last year (Bilokapic and 
Kalae to name two), 

More good news comes from the fact that 
that old warhorse (sorry!) Vel Kupresak has 
pledged his support for the new year. 

‘There had been reports that the big defender 
was going to retire, but you can’t keep this Iad 
away! However one player who will be missing 
for some time will be Abbas Saad, after receiv- 
ing a nasty injury while playing the off-season 
in the Illawarra league. 

Tn other news, the Pumas have: applied to 
play their home games at Bdensor Park, with a 
view to moving to a new ground in the western 
suburbs (possibly Liverpool) in the next few 
years, 

The club’s annual corporate golf day is com- 
ing up on August 31. 

Sydney United's media and special projects 
officer, Ante Grbovae, has predicted a bright 
future for the club this season, describing the 
club as “fighters” who will give the title “a 


bei eeieee as 


The man called Velcro... Nathan Day 
scored on debut in Indonesia. 


national team 4-1, The Indonesian Soccer fed- 
eration contacted the club and brought them 
over. Unfortunately the second game of the tour 
was cancelled and the side is now back in 
training in Sydney. 


POSITION VACANT 


AN AUSTRALIAN PUBLISHING AND PRINTING COMPANY 
LOCATED AT MARRICKVILLE REQUIRES A QUALIFIED 
ACCOUNTANT TO ASSUME RESPONSIBILITY FOR ALL 

ACCOUNTING FUNCTIONS OF THE COMPANY. 

IN ADDITION TO THE NORMAL DAY-TO-DAY ACCOUNTING 
RESPONSIBILITIES, PREPARATION OF MONTHLY AND 
ANNUAL FINANCIAL REPORT BUDGETS, CASH 
FORECASTING AND ATTENDING TO STATUTORY 
REQUIREMENTS. 

REPORTING DIRECTLY TO THE MANAGING DIRECTOR, THE 
APPLICANT MUST HAVE GOOD COMMUNICATIONS AND 
PEOPLE SKILLS, BE COMPUTER LITERATE WITH 
LOTUS/EXCEL AND DATA BASE. 

AT LEAST 5 YEARS EXPERIENCE IN THE MANUFACTURING 
INDUSTRY WILL BE HIGHLY REGARDED. 
APPLICATIONS IN WRITING SHOULD BE FORWARD TO: 


THE GENERAL MANAGER 
PO BOX 155, 
MARRICKVILLE NSW 2204 
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CARLTON SC 


TAKE SOCCER 
TO COUNTRY 


By Aidan Ormond 


arlton SC, innovators in Soccer pro- 

motion, continue to take the World 

Game to country areas, Recently they 
were in Geelong in front of over 2,000 fans, 
plus they were in Shepparton earlier in 
August, 

On Saturday September 5 they will be in the 
Vic/NSW border City of Albury-Wodonga, 
Carlton will play Albury/Wodonga All Stars at 
the Albury Soccer Club (kick-off is at 3pm). 
‘There will also be a free junior clinic at 11am, 
which should be a great opportunity for local 
fans to see some of the genuine stars of the 
modern game. 


exciting Brazilian ‘Moriera’, who has been 
playing in the pre-season friendlies for the club 
and appears to be settling in well with the | 
Blues. | 

These country games have also given coach | 
Krcevic the opportunity to display gun young- 
sters, namely the talented Alex Josifovski (who 
had some bench time last season), the skilful 
Serdar Pir and classy Ivica Klarica. 

Off-field and their growing band of support- 
ers are getting in on the act with the formation 
of the supporters’ club, calling themselves the 
“True Blues’, and Carlton’s Internet site is back 
in business after the off-season break. 


Cariton in action on their recent 
country tour. 
Pic by Phillip Stubbs courtesy of 
Geelong Advertiser. 


Many of these country areas are linked to the 
club through the feeder system that is operating 
throughout the state, 

The club plays its round one game in the 
Tynan-Eyre Cup with a game against Premier 
League danger side, Green Gully, on Sunday 
August 30 at the Bulleen Veneto Club in 
Bulleen, with a 2pm kick off scheduled. 
Tronically, this is the club that new signing 
‘Andrew Marth coached during the off-season. 

On the player front, the club has signed 


New Carlton signing Andrew Marth 
Pic by Roy Hay 


LAURIE LAUDED 


By Dwyght Tufnell 


est Ham United’s latest Aussie 

recruit, Steve Laurie, has fitted 

in well at his new club, 

According to his father, 
George, Laurie has adjusted to life in 
London well and is “haying a ball”. 

“West Ham have been fantastic to Steve,” 
said Laurie senior. 

Laurie is on a three year scholarship at West 
Ham, joining fellow Aussies such as Stan 
Lazaridis and Chris Coyne amongst others. 

At 15, Laurie is the youngest player in the 
Hammers youth team, but he’s been one of the 
more impressive. 

Laurie also attracted some interest from 
German club Werder Bremen and Scarborough 
before being seen by West Ham. 

Last week, the former Box Hill and VIS 
player was acknowledged as the outstanding 
junior in-the state winning the Weinstein 
Medal. 

In collecting the Weinstein Medal he joins 
an illustrious list of former winners. 

John Markoyski, Paul Trimboli and Kevin 
Muscat are all previous winners of the Medal. 


Steve Laurie... having a ball 
according to his Dad. 
Pic by Roy Hay 


prominent Sydney businessman, while listening to 
Dayid Hill’s speech during a soccer function, whis- 
pered in my ear: “Doesn’t he know that snubbing 
corporate friends, whether he likes them or not, is 

bad for business?” 
Tt was some years ago and I didn’t know it at the time. But the 


| speech, the Hill gift for cultivating layers of enemies without 
| remorse, was destined to be the memento of his reign as chief of 
| Australian soccer, 


In his speech, Hill was snubbing, that is ignoring, an execu- 
tive of SBS (not me) by not even acknowledging him or his net- 
work. At the same time he was publicly cosying up to Pay TV 
channel Sportsvision whose association with soccer, Hill doubt- 
less believed, was pivotal to the game's future, 

Any corporate man would tell you he should have been kind 
to both supporters. But he chose only one. Now, at the end, 
Sportsvision has gone into receivership. SBS is still there, grow- 
ing and stronger than ever. Hill, not for the first time, backed the 
wrong horse, 

It was bad for business from the beginning when, ironically, it 
was SBS which was most instrumental in getting Hill elected to 
the Soccer Australia chairmanship, The network, on its program 
On The Ball, gave equal time to all four candidates on the eve of 
Hill’s election. 

Hill, a wonderful television performer, made the other three 
look decidedly inferior. SBS then did a viewer's poll which gave 
the vote overwhelmingly to Hill. Given that the people have spo- 
ken, it was all but impossible for the stakeholders not to choose 
Hill at election time, 

Yet almost immediately Hill tumed on SBS, publicly saying 
that to move Soccer off the network and on to so-called ‘main- 
stream commercial’ television was a mission of his, 


His private company soon got into the SA payroll, its brief 
being to do just that. SBS, a media custodian of the sport for a 
decade and a half, was beginning to be alienated and Hill didn’t 
seem to care, 

Traditional members of allies of the soccer community soon 
became similar victims. Marconi boss Tony Labbozzetta a politi- 
cal numbers man who was also crucial in delivering Hill the 
votes, soon became a public enemy. Hill clashed with Peter 
Gray, NSW Federation chief and leader of soccer’s most power- 
ful block. 

‘Then with Eddie Thomson, national coach, some prominent 
newspaper journalists and of course crucial pockets of the ethnic 
communities — most notably the Croatian sector. 

Hill's most reckless blunder, diplomatically, was the war he 
waged on the Oceania Confederation which FIFA sanctions, 
backs and wants to stay as a fully fledged branch of itself. 

Naive in the world of soccer politics, Hill backed the wrong 
horse again by trying to nullify Oceania and have it merge with 
Asia. He was stunningly out-voted at the FIFA congress and 
Oceania chief Charlie Dempsey, whom Hill dubbed ‘Albert 
Steptoe’, has been smiling ever since along with his Oceania 
allies, 

The sadness of it all is that the horror list above is all what 
Hill may be remembered for. Yet to be fair there were positives 
to his reign, most notably his persona which lifted the game’s 
profile from the moment he was appointed. Because he was not 
from within the established soccer order (and didn’t haye an eth- 
nic name), he had a high profile and was perceived as an achiev- 
er, the media in general became excited by his appointment, 

He was to be the ‘sea change’ judge Stewart referred to in his 
report. 

‘Those outside the sport, who viewed soccer suspiciously 
because of its overwhelmingly ethnic makeup, felt Hill would be 
the medium for final acceptance, Hill, under the same ideology, 
appointed Terry Venables, El Tel’s persona, even though his 
appointment, was not welcomed everywhere, put a further spiral 
on the rising profile of soccer, particularly of the Socceroos. 
Good results on the field by the national team helped also. 

‘Tragically, Australia — and Hill — failed with the final prize, 
a place in the World Cup finals, And ironically, according to 
most technically relevant observers, it was Venables who was to 
blame. If that not been the case, I believe Hill and his era would 
now be viewed in a different, and far more favourable light, If 
Australia had made it to France, the world would not have cared 
much what else David Hill did nor did not achieve. 

Now we are left wondering what he actually did achieve. 
Much has happened during his three years in soccer but most of 
it was not his doing: the rise of Perth Glory, Brisbane's momen- 
tous Grand Final, the entry of Collingwood and Carlton, the pri- 
vatisation of Sydney Olympic and Wollongong. We have a good 
national team but that is not due to Hill or even the coach but to 
the good players this country, and precisely its ethnic communi- 
ties, produce. 

‘The jury is still out on the recently signed television deal and 
the most exciting thing that Hill embarked upon, to turn the NSL 
into a full-time professional league is far from fruition, 

But the public would have forgiven Hill for all his failings and 
would have willingly praised his tenure had it not been for one 
thing: his uncanny gift for making enemies, 


CUZZUPE THE TIP 


Another VIS grad that ABSW tips will have a great season 


-in the 


Ericsson Cup will be new South Melbourne recruit Adran 
Cuzzupe (pictured right). Also, he has 


| just scored a hat-trick for the 


Young Socceroos. Remember, we 
told your first. 
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Northern NSW 


NBN SOCCER LEAGUE RESULTS ROUND 22 Hamilton 5 Weston 5 
Ist GRADE Edgeworth 4 Wallsend 1 
Highfields 6 Easls Maitland 2 
Broadmeadow 4 Weathertex 1 Toronto Awaba 5 Cessnock 3 
Broadmeadow 3 Wallsend 1 Adamstown 4 Belmont Swansea 2 
Edgeworth 5 Toronto Awaba 0 Lambton 6 Dudley 0 
Adamstown 2 Highfields 2 West Wallsend 5 Beresfield 3 
PREMIER LEAGUE ROUND 19 Coniston Lions 19 ROUND 20 
Cringila Lions 42 Dapto 15 SATURDAY 22 AUGUST 
Port Kembla 38 Helensburgh B 
White Eagles 33 Femhill wo Bulli wo 
Wollongong Olympic 31 ROUND 18 Helensburgh 2 Coniston Lions 2 
Bull 28 POSTPONED GAMES Cringila Lions w/o Kemblawarra. w/o 
Northern United 24 Lysaghts 3. Coniston Lions 2  Lysaghts w/o Dapto wi 
Lysaghts 23. Northem Utd w/o. Cringila Lions wo Norther Unitedw/o. Port Kembla w/o 
Kemblawarra 20 W'gong Oly w/o Helensburgh w/o — Wollongong Oly 0 White Eagles 1 
Fernhill 19 
XXXX LEAGUE Newmarket ee aa ek ely ae a 
Grange Thistle 2 4 4 14 20 3 16 
P W DL GF North Star 2 4 3 15 2% 44 15 
Brishane City % 18 6 1 66 
Brisbane Lions 3 15 4 6 45 ROUND 25 
RochedaleRov «25.—«d1S-s2sB 6 Byes cea Lehi ay 
Taringa Rovers 25 14 a5 = 6-40 Albany Creek 2 Easter Subs o 
IPSW Knights 5 1s 1 9 42 North Star 1 The Gap ee 
Wynnum Spe hee Uni of id 2 Grange hse 0 
ROE Sera ees Mitchelton 0 Pine Rivers Utd 3 
B'berg Waves 2% 7 1 17 30 
Gold Coast Lia en ee) fea 
Beenleigh 5 4 225 
iia i P WD L GF GAPTS 
ToowoombsUtd 2 19 1 2 & 16 58 
ROUND 25 
Taringa Rovers 0 Brisbane Lions j _ Rocklea Uta 2 ee ee es “ 
Brisbane City 9 Gold Coast ee palate A ea ae ee 2 
IPSW Knights 4 B’berg Waves o- — Inala City Pier Seale tee bated 
Mt Gravatt 0 Beenleigh a, eel iaug sous erin teen 
Reicuice ret 9 Acacia Ridge RQ 7 2 13.36 4 23 
Olympic Uid 2 6 3 1331 4 2 
DIVISION ONE Redlands Uid 2 6 3 3 4 66 21 
Mouths Slacks Creek B 5 4 4 2 0 19 
P W D L GF GaPTs ROUND 25 
Eastern Subs B 16 5 2 40 16 53 InalaCity 0 Souths Utd 0 
Albany Creek 2 I 6 S 40 20 39 Capalaba 4 Redlands Utd 3 
Uni of Qid 2 MW 5 6 35 26 38 Acacia Ridge 0 Rocklea Utd 3 
PineRiversUtd  22,-«49-S 855-28 19-35 Toowoomba Utd 4 Slacks Creek 0 
Mitchelton Pest ied oe Saar ec fc, eae 0 Olympic Utd 0 
The Gap nM 8 4 10 41 3 2 
DIVISION ONE Balacatta 1 DIVISION PREMIER Floreat Athena 2 
Armadale 1 Sorrento 4 
Stirling Sunhs 1 Wanneroo City 4 Bayswater City Panthers 5 Perth 1 
Rockingham City 1 Queens Park 0 Dianell White Eagles 0 Western Knights 0 
Bassenden Caledonian 2 Ashfield Bunbury 1 Stirling Macedonia 1—-‘Kingsway Olympic. 2 
Southside Utd 1 North Lake Espanol 0 Cockburn City 1 Inglewood Falcons 1 
Swan IC 4 Perth City 1 Fremantle City 1 Joondalup City 3 
: Ta smart nia ; 
Friday August 21 
Hobart Zebras 2 Kingborough Lions 2 ~ 
Saturday August 22 
Glenorchy Knights 3 Launceston 1 
New Town Eagles 3 University 2 
Devonport 5 Launceston City 1 
Sunday August 23 
South Hobart 3 Hobart Olympic 2 


Victorian Churches 
Association 


DIVISION 1 
FINAL STANDING 


League Champion of 1998 Eastern United 1 
League Runner Up of 1998 Lilyfield 1 


PWODL F APts 


Eastern United (1) 1513 1 1 50 1040 

| Lilydale 15 7 3 5 43 2624 

Morrison 15 7 34 5 30 2824 

| North Blackburn(1) 15 6 3 6 30 3 21 

Box Hill 15 3 2 10 16 3511 

| Berwick 15 2 2 11 2060 8 
DIVISION TWO 


League Champion of 1998 North Blackburn (2) 
League Runner Up of 1988 Canterbury 


L F APts 
0 41 1730 
2 


North Blackburn (2) 1 
1 40 1424 


Canterbury 


Eastern United (2) 12 6 3 3 25 1621 
Mount Evelyn 126 0 6 38 3318 
Lilydale (2) 12 4-1 7 16 3413 
McKillop 124 0 8 33 3712 
Eltham 12 ORME 96513) 

PARRY SHIELD SEMI-FINALS 

Eastern United (1) LILYDALE (1) 

PRESIDENTS CUP 
ROUND ROBIN - GROUP A 
McKillop 3 Eltham 1 
McKillop 1 North Blackbum 3 
Eltham 1 North Blackbum 3 
GROUPB 

Lilydale (2) 1 Mount Evelyn (3) 
Lilydale (2) 0 Berwick 1 
Mount Evelyn, 2 Berwick 2 


SEMI-FINALS & FINAL 29-8-98 


- South 


Australia 


By Rob Pepicelli 


adio Station SRTI 92.7 FM will 

broadcast at Hindmarsh Stadium 

the Ist and 2nd semi-finals starting 

from 12.00pm, the Ist semi-final 
ill be between White City Warriors and 
Campbelltown Red Devils, 

White City, after crushing the Federation 
Cup holders Blue Eagles 4-0 in last week's 
elimination final will have to start favourites, 
hat-trick hero Con Georgiou will be a threat to. 
the Devils defence along with the midfield 
strength of Damian Stam and Ryan Moore, add 
the maestro Milan Ivanovic controlling at the 
back and White City will definitely be a threat 
to take out the championship after struggling to 
make the top five. 

Campbelltown, after going down 5-3 to 
Croydon Kings in last week's qualifying final, 
will have to be at their best to advance in next 
week's Preliminary final. Coach Mario Boffa 
must have been disappointed, especially with 
his defence, after only conceding 18 goals 
during the home and away series. 

Still the Red Devils cannot be discounted 
with the possible return of striker Paul 
Caporaso, add the ball-playing skills of Carlo 


| Talladira and Paul Beltrame the Devils can 


certainly take the game up to the Warriors. 
Unfortunately former Adelaide City striker 
now playing with the Devils Joe Barbaro is 
rated only 50/50 chance of playing due to a 
knee injury which has kept him out in the last 
couple of weeks. 
Second semi-final sees minor Premiers West 


Torrens Birkalla do battle against Croydon 
Kings, with the winner advancing to the Grand 
Final and the loser living another day in next 
weeks Preliminary Final. 

Birkalla coach Charlie Villani must be 
confident after having a week's rest and 
virtually a full squad to choose from, will be 
hoping golden boot winner Jason Trimboli can 
add to his 19 goals scored so far this season, 
add the influence of Lachlan Campbell and the 
winner of SRTI’s player of the year Jamie 
Carreno the Birks look good in playing in this 
year’s Grand Final, 

Croydon Kings boss Jan Kierno must have 
been pleased in the way they disposed of 
Campbelltown 5-3. in last week's Qualifying 
Final with Rick Piotrowski scoring a brace, the 
Kings are blessed with plenty of players 
capable of hitting the back of the net which 
includes young Marcin Kierno, John 
Fontanarosa, Rick Piotrowski and of course 
future national league player Joel Porter. 


ps ge 


Bill Turner Cup 


COMMONWEALTH BANK CUP: 
Quarter Finals: Westfields 3 Lambton 1, 
Keira 2 Orange 1, Kadina 5 Taree 0, Bossley 
Park 2 Doonside 1. 

COMMONWEALTH BANK SHIELD: 
Quarter Finals: Westfield 5 Endeavour | The 
Entrance 5 Baulkham Hills 1, Kadina 3 
Swansea 1, Cootamundra 4 Crookwell 0. 

Round 5: Delroy 1 James Sheehan 0, 


Brisbane Grammar 4 Coolum 2, Runcorn 1 
Stanthorpe 0, Cavendish Road 1 Palm Beach- 
Currumbin 0. 

Round 6; St Augustines Cairns 2 Brisbane 
Grammar 0, Cavendish Road 2 Runcorn 0. 

Quarter Finals: Endeavour 1 Chris Bros 
Lewisham 0, Cavendish Road 1 St Augustines 
Caims 0. 


ABSW 


AUGUST 25 


Australian News 


GOLD COAST! 


Rival coach John Ogden, whose team is under intense | 
Pressure to retain a semi-final berth, said Starr’s goal | 


By Glenn Davis 
oach Miron Bleiberg summed it up best by 
declaring there was no substitute for 
experience after Brisbane Lions moved into 
outright second place in the XXXX league 
by downing a brave Taringa Rovers 1-0 at Jack 
Speare Park on Sunday. 

Ina match which failed to reach any great heights as 
a spectacle, Lions’ Steve Starr provided a dull game's 
only highlight on the half hour when he headed home a 
corner from Warren Allen. 

A lapse in concentration from giant Taringa defender 
Chris Day proved costly for when he was caught ball 
watching at the far post allowing Starr to rise unmarked 
to finish off, 

Taringa started the match in blistering fashion with 
midfielder Cliff Tuck attempting a left foot volley from 
the edge of the box before striker Martin Matula 
watched his header sail just wide of the upright both 
inside the first five minutes, 

However Taringa’s early fire soon fizzled out with 
only a sprinkling of shots coming from either side for 
the rest of the match, 

If the first half wasn’t bad enough, the second was 
worse as neither goalkeepers were tested in a dour match 
which got bogged down in a tightly congested midfield 
battle. 

“You can’t beat experience,” Bleiberg said of his star- 
studded line up. 

“Tt wasn’t a pretty game but it’s better to win and not 
play pretty than to lose and play good football.” 


was the only difference in the two sides. 
“The corner decided the match it was that close,” 
Ogden said, 


| 


“Neither of the keepers had anything to do in the | 


second half.” 

Taringa, who have been dealt a cruel blow with 
several injuries so close to the semi-finals, easily has the 
youngest side in the competition. 

However, despite their inexperience Taringa could 
easily have shared the points had a lob from midfielder 


Des Hughes been on target midway through the second | 


half. 

Lions Keeper Jason Lucas rushed out 30 metres off 
his line for a clearance but muffed his attempt enabling 
Hughes to gather and lob wide of an empty net. 

Taringa’s defeat now leaves them vulnerable in fourth 
place, just one point ahead of Ipswich Knights who 
downed Bundaberg 4-nil to stay in the semi-final race 
with two matches remaining. 

Ipswich’s goals came from a hat-trick from John 
Clark and one from Troy Mundy, 

In other results premier Brisbane City recorded the 
season's biggest victory thumping Gold Coast 9-1, while 
Rochedale Rovers downed Wynnum 4-nil to stay in 
third place 

In Brisbane City's victory, the reigning premiers led 
3-1 at half time through goals by Damien Waugh, 
Danny Wright and Warren Cooley. 

‘The league's leading goalscorer Chris Slater came to 
life in the second half slamming home four goals while 
Mark Battistin also landed a penalty. 


MARKOVSKI GOES | 


FOR GLORY 


he man affectionately 
called Jonesy has signed 
for Perth Glory. “John will 
add experience and depth to our 
striking options, joining Bobby 
Despotovski and Vas Kalogeracos 
in the forward line. John is really 
excited at joining Glory — and 
the feeling is mutual,” said Glory 
General Manager Roger Lefort. 
The club believe he will make 


By Colin Chin of Soccer NZ 
ccording to a Radio Sport interview with 
the Kiwi coach, the Young Socceroos did 
well to score the golden goal that counted 
in the semi-final on the weekend in the 
WYC qualifiers. Whereas it would have been a 
major shock had Australia not got through, it was 
always going to the Kiwis who were going to behind 
the so-called “eight ball”. 

Gifting a soft goal in a poor pass-back proved costly 
to the skipper Blair Scoular. He had to make up for it 
by heading home the goal that took the game into extra 
time. 

‘The Australians had looked well in control until the 
introduction of Duncan Edwards whose substitution for 
Michael Sands finally unlocked the Green and Gold 
defence. A 77th minute head to Jeffrey Campbell’s free- 


his debut against Canberra 
Cosmos in a friendly at Bunbury 
i on September 19. 

Z However if the big fella 
thought training was going to be 
easy at Glory then think again. 
Richard Kreider in Perth reports 
that new coach Bernd Stange has 
the lads training three times a day! 
‘You have to feel for poor Jonesy. 
He'll probably end up a waif. 

The first team squad have also 
been entered into the mini- 
marathon ‘City to Surf’. 


KIWIS’ VIEW OF 
YOUNG SOCCEROOS 


kick was enough to bring the Kiwis back into the game. 

Considering that the defence had been solid in all 
three’Pool games, it was a lesson for the Kiwis for find 
themselves two down just after half-time. 

Not much has been said about goalkeeper Greg 
Parish, but two years ago in Sydney, he kept the NZ 
Schoolboys record intact in three matches — 0-4 y 
NSW and 0-0 in the two tests. 

Coach Ken Dugdale praised his side for coming back 
“from that two-goal deficit, and considering that three of 
the side were members of the successful side that 
downed the Joeys in Christchurch last year, it was sweet 
revenge for the Aussies. 

Tt was, however, interesting to note that the two goals 
Australia conceded were in the air the same way as the 
losing Joeys in NZ recently. 

See page three for the game from the Australian point 
of view. 


| 
| 


FINALS TIME 
IN NNSW 


he sudden death elimination semi-final 
on Saturday at Edden Oval was a goal 
feast for the Lambton Jaffas when they 
beat Dudley-Redhead 6-0. 

Macauley siblings, Brett (3m & 72m) and Shane 
(22m & 68m), making it a family affair slotting 
home two goals apiece. 

Brian Southall (7m) and Dean Lawrence (50m) 
adding the extras, 

On Sunday jn the qualifying semi-final West 
Wallsend and Beresfield went head to head at 
Johnson Park, West Wallsend. 

With the winner earning the chance to meet 
premiers Budgewoi Budgies next Sunday in the 
Major semi-final there was a lot at stake and plenty 
to play for. 

West Wallsend ran out 5-3 winners. 


NEXT WEEK 


Minor Semi-Final, Saturday, August 29 
First Grade Beresfield United y Lambton Jaffas 
Reserve Grade Beresfield United v Dudley-Redhead 
Under 19,s Budgewoi Budgies v Phoenix United 


Major Semi-Final, Sunday, August 30 
@ Budgewoi Oval 


FIRST GRADE 
Budgewoi Budgies v West Wallsend 


RESERVE GRADE 
West Wallsend v Budgewoi Budgies 


UNDER 19’S 
Dudley-Redhead v West Wallsend Bluebells 


NBN Soccer League 
(First Division) 


dgeworth Eagles wrapped up the Premiers 
tag on Friday night, and next weekend off, 


‘when they handed out a 5-0 drubbing to 
Toronto-Awaba at Jack McLaughlan Oval. 

Hamilton Olympic won the club championship by 
a mere five points over the Edgeworth eagles on the 
back of their under-18 squads 16 wins as opposed to 
seven wins for Edgeworth. 

Broadmeadow Magic, came from behind, beating 
league debutantes Weathertex Gunners 4-1 on 
Saturday to jump into third spot. 

Wallsend and Edgeworth squared off at 
Macquarie Field, the match transferred after 
Breakers Stadium was ruled unfit for play, with 
Wallsend requiring a win to regain the third spot 
they had held for the latter part of the season. 

Edgeworth asserted their authority on the 


premiership with as resounding 4-1 win relegating 
the Wallsend Red Devils to fifth. 

Edgeworth coach Bobby Naumov, speaking to 
ABSW on the weekend, believes he has the squad 
that “can go all the way” and praised the overall 
team effort of his squad. 

He also believed that the first past the post system 
is the one he prefers when deciding who is the best 
in the league. Naumov is coaching in the NSL with 
Newcastles youth team, 


POINTS 
TABLE 


Edgeworth Eagles 52, Hamilton Olympic 48, 
Broadmeadow Magic 37, Toronto-Awaba Stags 37, 
Wallsend Red Devils 36, GEasts, Maitland Magpies 
31, Cessnock Hornets 30, Highfields Azzurri 29, 
Weston Workers Bears 28, Weathertex Gunners 28, 
Adamstown Rosebuds 15, Belmont-Swansea Swans 3 


NEXT WEEK 


Elimination Semi-Final, Saturday, August 29 
@ Lyall Peacock Field 


FIRST GRADE 
‘Toronto-Awaba Stags v Wallsend Red Devils 


RESERVE GRADE 
Broadmeadow Magic v Highfields Azzurri 


UNDER 18'S 
Broadmeadow Magic y Weathertex Gunners 


Qualifying Semi-Final, Sunday, August 30 
@ Darling Street Oval 


FIRST GRADE 
Hamilton Olympic v Broadmeadow Magic 


RESERVE GRADE 
Edgeworth Eagles v Easts, Maitland 


UNDER 18'S 
Easts, Maitland v Highfields Azzurri 


SMYRNIS | 


& Co SOLICITORS | 


Ph: 9552 6288 Fax: 9660 7349 
@ 91 GLEBE POINT RD, GLEBE 

@ Ist floor, 196 Stacey St, BANKSTOWN 
@ Ist floor, 2-6 Regent St, KOGARAH 
@ ist floor, 83 Bronte Rd, BONDI JUNCTION 
Tel: 9388 0222 
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SUPER LEAGUE 

FIRST GRADE 
PWODL &E Dif Pis 
BonnyriggWE 22 «14 4 4 Sl 24 27 46 
BlacktownCity 22 13 5 4 46 25 2 44 
MacArthurRams 22 13 3 6 38 30 8 42 
Canterbury Berries 22 12 4 6 36 30 6 40 
Eastem Suburbs = 22« 114 «7-«50 33:17 37 
Parramatta Eagles 22 11 4 7 48 34 14 37 
BankstownCity 22 8 6 8 37 33 4 30 
Liechhardt Tigers 21 8 6 7 32 32 0 30 
Sutherland Shire 21 4 6 11 17 37 -20 18 
Central Coast 4 4 14 26 45 19 16 
Ryde CityGunners 21 3 6 12 21 40 -19 15 
StGeorgeSains 21 1 4 16 17 56 39 7 


D 
Bonnyrigg WE 22 17 2 
Parramatta Eagles 22 16 2 
Blacktown City 2 14 4 
MacArthur Rams. 21 13) 2 
astern Suburbs au 4 
St George Saints mu 9 2:10 34 43 9 29 
Canterbury Berries 22 2 
Leichhardt Tigers 21° Sheath: 
Bankstown City On 6" =. 
Ryde City Gunners 21 4 3 
Sutherland Shire Bog? 2 
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Central Coast 21 15 24 73 -49 10 
GRADE 18 
P WODUL FEF A Dif Pts 
Parramatta Eagles 21 16 4 1 53 10 43 52 
Bankstown City Ble 13, S347: 1B. 29 44 
Blacktown City 22 13 “4 5). 47 (20.27 43 
Macarthur Rams. I Leib eSriS eSoinee, “13288. 
RydeCity Gunners 21 10 5 6 32 2% 6 35 
Leichhardt Tigers 21.8 6 7 36 34 2 30 
Bonnyrigg WE 29 3 9 41 40 1 30 
Eastern Suburbs Moe TTBS 38 3B 
St George Saints 21.6 5 10 38 36 2 2 
Central Coast 3.4 14 25 40 1S 13 
Canterbury Berries 22 2 4 16 15 57 -42 10 
Sutherland Shire 2 1 4 «16 15 78 63 7 
SEMI FINALS 
ELIMINATION 
Ist URI U/I8 
Canterbury Berries vy Eastern Suburbs 0-1 
Macarthur Rams v Eastern Suburbs 0-4 
Macarthur Rams v Ryde City 1-1 
L- 
5-4 
PRELIMINARY 
Blacktown City v Macarthur Rams 32 
Parramatta Eagles v Blacktown City 1-2 
Bankstown City v Blacktown City 1-1 
1 
45 
ROUND 21 
{st U2 
Parramatta Eagles v Blacktown City 1-4 
Macarthur Rams v Bankstown Lions 2-0 
DIVISION ONE 
SEMI FINALS 
ELIMINATION 
Ist Uni U8 
Manly Warringah v Aubum United 5-0 
Moorebank Sports v AC United 1-1 
1-1 
1-4 
Stanmore Hawks v AC United 10 
PRELIMINARY 
Hurstville City v Stanmore Hawks 42 
Manly Warringah v Fairfield Bulls 8-2 
Manly Warringah v Illawarra Lions 33 
3-3 
61 
ROUND 25 
U1 UAS 
Manly Warringah v AC United 22 11 
Hurstville City v Bathurst ‘75 03 
FIRST GRADE 


P WODUL EF A Dif Ps 
Fairfield Bulls 25 19 3 3 53 22 31 60 
Hurstville City 25 18 2 5 S4 27 2 56 


Blacktown Ram 
Macarthur in 
Stoppage Time 


By John Economos 


Se 
LACKTOWN CITY relied on a late penalty plus 
another goal three minutes into stoppage time to 
get out of jail and defeat a gallant Macarthur 
Rams last Sunday at Wentworth Park in the 

Preliminary Semi final of the current ‘Top Five Series’. 

Heroic for Blacktown was talented 18 year oid late 
substitute striker Tony Faria who scored the winner well into 
stoppage time and 10 minutes after coming on. 

With the scores locked at 2-2 when Blacktown equalised 
with a penalty in the 85th, central marker Aaron Holst spotted 
Faria free upfront to stam a long ball to the teenager. Faria 
coolly rounded his marker on the left, then suddenly tumed 
inside to hit a shot from close range that crashed into the 
target. 

Macarthur dominated the first session to lead 1-0 at halftime 
by a 31st minute goal from striker Eric Williams. The alert 
Williams scored with a diving header when he met a 
fabulously well-measured low cross fired in from the right by 
central midfielder David Reid 

Macarthur’s Richard Lloyd six minutes earlier had headed a 
corner just wide of the right upright and with a minute left till 
the break attacking right midfielder Daniel Cummings broke 
free from a covering tackle but his one-on-one with the 
Blacktown ‘keeper saw Fernando Greco brilliantly turn the 
danger around the post. 

Nine minutes after the break a much rejuvenated Blacktown 
City equalised through a free kick awarded for a foul on striker 
Stuart Cleary. Fellow striker John Angelucci scored sending 
his shot over and dipping behind the Macarthur ‘wall’. 

In the 73rd minute Macarthur regained their lead with a 
huge touch of luck. Sp 

‘A massive 65 metre long free kick taken by sweeper Dion 
Valle found Cummings inside Blacktown’s box who blasted 
towards the first post. But with goalkeeper Greco partially 
blinded by the now low setting sun, the ball hit him and 
ricochetted off his elbow and into the target. 

Blacktown's striker Cleary could have put the issue beyond 
any doubt in the 80th and 81st minutes, but his successive 
Close ranged shots sailed over the top. 

With just five minutes left of normal time Blacktown was 
awarded a very soft penalty for a foul on wide midfielder 
Damion Smith by Macarthur’s centre back David Kerr. 
Angelucci easily scored the penalty to Jock the scoreline at 2-2 
and buy time for the young substitute Faria.to score his winner 
in the 93rd minute 

“Blacktown City’s coach and former Sydney City 
international sweeper, Alex Robertson after the match 
reflected: “This was really our first match in three and a half 
weeks and that was why we were rusty in the first half. They 

(Macarthur) were very sharp in the first half. We played three 

upfront to mix it up a little bit, now we face Bonnyrigg on 

‘Wednesday. But Macarthur are a mobile and good side.” 

Meanwhile a very disappointed Macarthur coach, Casey De 
Bruin, tenacious midfielder of St George in the 60s, lamented: 
“| firmly believe that it wasn’t a penalty (Blacktown’s second 
and equaliser at that stage), and their first came from an 
indirect free kick which nobody touched on the way in. Other 
than that it was a fairly tight game with nothing much was in 


it. 

“This was the third time we have lost to them this season in 
the dying minutes, but we will be back,” promised De Bruin. 

MACARTHUR RAMS: Crawley: Lloyd, Valle, Kerr: 
Rastal, Reid, Bourke:, O'Connell: Cummings (Lord 83rd), 
Williams, Whiddett. 

BLACKTOWN CITY: Greco: Foxe (Yates 53rd), Langan, 
Holst, Brown (Robertson 83rd): Smith, Berry, Blake: 
Angelucci, Cleary, Boudaher (Faria 83rd). 

Scorers: Blacktown City Angelucci 54th, 85th (penalty), 
Faria 93rd. MacArthur Rams-Williams 31st, Cummings 73rd. 

Referee: Greg Leverton 


Stanmore Hawks: 26.17. 2-7 64-90 2h S3 
Manly Warringah 2% 12 77 48 31 17 8 
Auburn United 26 1 6 9 «44 «40 4 «39 
Penrith Panthers 23 10 5 10 4 30 4 35 
Rockdale City Suns 25 10 3 12 49 4 3 33 
Moorebank Spots 26 8 8 9 31 30 1 32 
Bathurst 75 5 8 7 10 2 34 8 3i 
AC United 2% 7 9 10 42 48 6 
Hills United 26 5 5 16 29 59 -30 20 
Mt Pritchard: 95124 x 255116593; .57 4 17 
Belmore Hercules 25 3 6 16 24 Sl -37 15 
GRADE 21 

PWODUL F A Dif Ps 
Hills United 26 16 6 4 S36 21 35 54 
Manly Warringah 26 «1S 6 5 55 28 27 SI 
Fairfield Bulls 23 14 7 4 76 30 4 49 
Moorebank Sports 26 12 10 4 52 34 «(18 46 


AC United 2% 2 9 

Rockdale City Suns 25 12 5 8 70 

Penrith Panthers 3 11 7 7 43 32 UW 40 
Mt Pritchard 2510 3 12 57 52.5 33 
Bathurst ‘75 2 9 6 10 40 37 3 33 
Stanmore Hawks 26 10 3 13 41 42 -1 33 
Aubum United 26 9 3 14 58 76 -18 30 
Hurstville City 2 9 2 14 43 65 -22 29 
Belmore Hercules 25 4 3 18 27 68 -Al 15 
Mlawarra Lions 25 0 0 25 19 119 -100 0 


WoDUL F A Dif Pts 

Bathurst 75 Derd=6 3° S6 AOS eal Mar 
Manly Warringah 26 16 5 5S 61 23 38 53 
Mlawarra Lions 25 16 3 6 78 39 39 SI 
Stanmore Hawks 26-16: $39. 52/930) 225) 
AC United 26 14 4 8 68 36 27 46 
Moorebank Sports 26 14 3 9 52 33 19 45 
Hills United 26712-1826 5235 Ahead, 
Fairfield Bulls 3 13 3 9 40 37 3 4 
Mt Pritchard 2 12 3 10 4 30 13 39 
Penrith Panthers 25 11 3 11 39 42 3 36 
Rockdale City Suns 25 5 5 15 46 61 -I5 20 
Belmore Hercules 25 4 1 20 31 80 -49 13 
Hurstville City 2% 1 5 2 3 87 4 8 
Auburn United 26 1 4 22 2 98 -78 4 

DIVISION TWO 
ROUND 21 

IST U/2l U/I8 

Hurstville ZSC v Parramatta City who wo wlio 
Greystanes v Liverpool City 41° 22 


Hadjuk Wanderers v Sydney District 4-2 pip 2-0 
Uni, of NSW v Mt Druitt Town Rangers 3-1 0-3 -0-3 
Gladesville United v Ameliffe Scots wo 08 0/3 
Dulwich Hill y Alexander Warriors 30 30 30 


Hajduk Wanderers 22.17 
Dulwich Hill 22°17 
Hurstville ZSC Zid, 
Amcliffe Scots 21 10 
Sydney District 2 10 
Greystanes 2 G' 
Alexander Warriors 21 8 
Mt Druitt Town 2.5, 
Uni of NSW Died 
Gladesville United 21 4 
Liverpool City 2 4 
Parramatta City 2 4 14 26 54 -28 15 
** Alexander Warriors deducted 3 points 
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** Uni of NSW deducted 3 points. 
GRADE 21 

P WODL F A Dif Ps 
Greystanes 21 13 4 2 2 55 
Hajduk Wanderers 21 18 0 3 104 16 88 54 
Dulwich Hill 2B 4 5 39 2 MM 
MtDruittTown 22 13 4 5 58 30 28 43 
Uni of NSW 21 10 3 8 32 8 4 33 
Hurstville ZSC 2 68 «1 «12 39 SO -Il 25 
Liverpool City 2 6 6 10 49 53 4 24 
Gladesville United 22 5 5 12 32 53 -21 20 
Sydney District, 21 5 4 12 20 62 -42 19 
Parramatta City 215 3 13 29 54 -25 18 
AmcliffeScos 22 5 3 14 23 61 -38 18 
Alexander Warriors 21 5 2 14 27 62 -35 (17 


GRADE 18 

PWODUL EF A Dif Pts 

Mt Druitt Town med 1 73-8: > Sl 
Hajduk Wanderers 2217 3.2 107 15 92 54 
Sydney District 16. 15ST 2p, 30 Ad) 
Liverpool City 2 15 3.4 49 16 33 48 
Gladesville United 22 12 2 8 61 25 36 38 
Greystanes 2 iW 2 9 56 26 30 35 
Parramatta City 29 «1 «1 44 49 5B 
Dulwich Hill 2 8.2 12 42 31 MN 6 
Amcliffe Scots 2 6 0 16 26 106 -80 18 
Hurstville ZSC 2 5 2 14 23 43 -20 17 
Uni of NSW 22ag omar 18 22-59-37 0: 
Alexander Warriors 22 0 0 22 4 159 -155 0 

DIVISION THREE 
*ROUND 19 - * *ROUND 21 
Ist 2nd 
Hawkesbury City v Sydney University wio wlo 
*Trasandinos v Granville Greenisland 1-2 41 
*Camden Tigers v White City 43 43 
*4Glebe Wanderers v Prospect United 20 20 
Sunday, 16th August 

Hawkesbury City v Hakoah wio wlo 
+*Flamenoos v Colo Colo 0-1 9-1 
**Camden Tigers v Granville Greensiland 54 5-0 
+*White City v Maroubra United 38 pip 
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Seat 
FIRST GRADE Marrickville 2103 8 8 97 6 33 

PWD LE A Dif Ps |_| CSISchofields 29 49 4 4 3 31 SECOND GRADE ABSW would 
Sydney University 20 13 3 4 60 29 31 42 St Josephs a8 4 9°52 St 1 28 PWODUL EF A Dif Ps 
Maroubra United © 22:13:«2-«7« 68 45.23. 4 Lithgow Workmen's 23 8 3 12 45 63 -18 27 | | NNSWITC/Academy 18 14 2 2 64 15 49 44 like t 
CamdenTigers 21 «(12 4 5 56 43 13 49 | | Fairfield City Kings 19 6 4 9 33 45 -12 22 | | SutherlandShaks 18 13 1 4 76 17 59 40 Ike to 
Colo Colo 2% 13 1 8 41 34 7 40 | | United Eagles 21 5 3 13 40 80 -40 18 | |MarconiFuirfield 17 12 2 3 51 11 40 38 
Glebe Wanderers 21 11 4 6 30 34 § 37 | | SydneyCrescentStar 23 5 0 18 39 101 -62 15 | | Sydney United 1 11 2 4 56 16 40 35 thank this 
Tasiniinor 2 8 6 7 34 36 2 30 | | EarlwoodHermes 23 3 0 20 19 69 -50 9 | |GladesvilleRavens 16 10 3 3 44 17 27 33 
White Cit 22 6 6 10 38 62 -24 2% NSWInsvAcademy 18 7 0 Il 44 37 7 21 
Fiona 2722399 423 DIVISION FIVE Eastem Suburbs 17:6 «3: «8 «22 2 0 21 week's 
Hakoah DOP Ne 210485. 4a 8 93: Moorebank Sports 16 2 0 14 7 59 -52 6 
Granville Greenland 226 «5 Tl dl 56-15 23 ROUND 7 Nepean Panthers. 15 2 0 13 10 83 73 6 
Prospect United 21 6 3 12 34 43 -9 21 ? Ist 2nd | | UWSMacarthor 18 1 1 16 6 103 -97 4 sponsors = 
Hawkesbury City 19 5 0 14 27 44 -I7 15 Sa a nae 32 22 

ND GRAD and 

EO Oe orm | leuemcsanan SDE AO Bonnyrigg Blitz : 

pila . He iat a 36 347 | Aubum Star 16 2 3215 17 32 advertisers: 
POSUERE OIG ase 46 OF eee White Valley 16 4°22 17 5 26 he NSW Super League semi finalists have been 
ee ied Fae. gb By. | a) Sporting So 1 6 3132 1 23 settled after the final two matches were finally 
White Cin M1029 652 aes 3 AVA United 16 6 3% 29 7 22 played after weeks of washouts. Bonnyrigg White Rialto 
Sdiey WANE = oe Ne beeps cee | | Bose 0 6 2% 32 4 2 Eagles were crowned 1998 minor premiers after 
Pe ete Me ee eee rs ain oh Racing 16 4 28 23 5 20 | | they blitzed defending premiers Parramatta Eagles 4-1 at Furniture 
cneaies Sie airing Sauter oe tf | Roscinsko 16 6 39 36 3 19 | | Melita Stadium, while Macarthur Rams proved too strong 
MERRUGRIC SSL GF an eee gL Ah | Bomenetmen 16 7 32 41 -9 19 | | for Bankstown City winning 2-0 at Lynwood Park. 
Hakoah S04 11 30 46 cto ao. | | verwool Olympic 17 8 26 31 5 1B The loss for Parramatta saw them also miss out on ¢ Indoor 
GHARNe GP uiguA >2 ys emr4s Hi cies omnia em Moroes Wares 16 1B 16 51-35 5 defending their championship, finishing behind Eastern Soccer at 
Hawkesbury City 19 3 B eh 


38 16 38 2D SECON It was Gomez's pace that led to the opening goal inthe th | | AISVV Netball 
F 


SESSA K aise tS | KRUwehUuaAnrieSss 
HREM ONERY TE KEKE euaueD 


LF A Dif Pts | | minute, beating Reveley down the right and then cutting the 
DIVISION FOUR ROUND 24 | | ay. ties 16 4 40 18 22 34 | | ball back othe edge ofthe area where David Harding steadied Centre 
ae : Ist 2nd | | Liverpool Olympic 17 4 49 23 26 33 | | beforeunleashing an unstoppable drive. 
Balmain Tigers v Springwood 1-1 11 | | Auburn Star 16 4.49 28 21 32 Bonnyrigg took a deserved 2-0 lead when Gomez guided | | CT 
eee White Valley 16 4 40 26 14 30. |_| his shot inside the far post. ACT Soccer 
Marrickville v Nepean District bl 0-0 | | Eastern Creek Pioneer 15 4 37% 13 29 Looking outclassed, Parramatta scored a goal against the Federation 
St Josephs v Sydney Crescent Star 31 40 | | Sporting SCC 16 5 40 32 8 29 tun of play, Stephane Jee striking home from 20 yards. 
United Eagles y Lithgow Workmens 14 25 Racing 16 8 42 34 8 20 ‘The game was all over in a short three minute spell shortly 
Earlwood Hermes v Holy Cross Ryde wo 0B] | Koeiesko 6 7 44 46 -12 17 | | after the break, Paul Dee timing his run perfectly beat the ° Alfa 
Prairiewood United v CSI Schofields 4-1 02a lipaeheaaet 16 9 29 40 -11 15 | | offside trap, raced towards goal, rounded Holmes before 
Fraser Park v Fairfield Kings wo wo | | Tiveroal Waniors 16 12 11 5039 8. |_| sliding his shot into the empty net for a 3-1 lead, Travel 
: ; Boss 16 14 M1 61 50 4 
Fraser Park 4 a / 9 f Media Press 
Prairicwood Ui 3 47 | | WOMEN’S STATE LEAGUE Pty Ltd 
Nepean Dist 29 DIVISION ONE 
sydney Cresc Star -1 36 
Marrickville 16 34 ROUND 18 ° NSW Soccer 
St Josephs 2 33 Sunday 23rd August je 
Holy Cross Ryde 15 32 UWS Macarthur v Marconi Fairfield 0-5 0-12 Federation 
Fairfield City Kings 17 29 | | Sydney United v Eastern Suburbs wio wo 
oa Sioa 2 a Sutherland Sharks v NSW Ins/Academy 1-8 31 Parramatta’s chances were then dealt a savage blow with| |® Pascoe Vale. 
jalmain Tigers ~ two send offs in two minutes. It was all Bonnyrigg from here 
Springwood 5 2 P W DL F A Dif Pay | | before finally Gomez added a fourth goa! in the 7th minute, | | SPOrts Scene 
United Eagles 8 20 NSW InsvAcademy 18 16 2 0 93 8 85 50 breaking clear and slotting past an advancing Holmes. 
Lithgow Workmen's -50 10 NNSWITC/Academy 18 14 3 1 63 11 $2 45 “It was a terrific performance by my players and in all ¢ Smyrnis & 
Earlwood Hermes 17 14.79 -65 4 Marconi Fairfield 17 10 4 3 75 16 59 34 honesty we should have won by a lot more,” Turner said. 
Cc Sutherland Sharks 17 10 3 4 45 23 22 33 “T have believed all year we were the best team in the Co 
Pts Sydney United 16 10 1 5 65 24 41 31 competition and on our performance tonight, | think I can 
Nepean District 3 49 GladesvilleRavens 16 6 1 9 26 53 -27 19 Justify that claim.” 
Freer Park UWS Macarthur 18.6 1 1 38 71 -33 19 In the other match, Macarthur won 2-0 thanks to second bs Macarthur 
Balmain Tigers Moorebank Sports 16 2 0 14 11 66 -55 6 goals by twin strike force of Eric Williams and Trevor Rams 
Holy Cross Ryde Nepean Panthers 15 1 2 12 16 80 -64 5 Whiddet. 
Springwood Eastern Suburbs = 17:0 «1 «16 7 87 -80 1 Pictured above is the Bonnyrigg celebrations. 
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SOUTH WALES SOCCER 
FEDERATION LIMITED 
FIRST DIVISION - TOP FIVE SERIES 


Wednesday - August 26 Tuesday August 25 Wednesday August 26 Tuesday August 25 


Major Semi Finals - Melita U/18 Major/Minor Semi Finals - ced ea 
Stadium Major Semi Fin: - Nin cy h Fie ajor/Minor Semi Finals 


Serbian Centre 


Ist-Bonnyrigg White Eagles v Blacktown City Demons - Ninevah Field 


nor - iy linsis |st- Fairfield Buls v Hurstville Cty Minotours - 8.15 
85pm ao a oe acorn Ca) desis Cnt ss SE te AY Nene COED aaa Nas Wernaay Snes Hoe ee 
U/2\Bomyrigg White Eogles v Blacktown City Demons - Major - Porramatia Eagles v Blacklown City Demons - U/21- tills United v Manly Warngoh - 6.30pm 
Mojor - Bathurst "75 y Illawarra Lions - 8.15pm 
6.30pm 86pm 
Minor Semi Finals - Gabbie . pac ex ; 
Stadium Preliminary Final - Sunday August30-TBA Minor Semi Finals - Popondetta Park Preliminary Final- 
IstEostern ae Macarthur Roms Kick-offs: Ist - Sionmorg Hawks v Manly Warringoh - 8.15pm Sunday wee e ayes Stadium 
pn Ist-3pm; U21-12.30pm; U18-10.30am - ick-offs: 
U/2iEastern Subutbs v Parramatta Eagles - 6.30pm Z % U/21 - Feirfield Bulls v AC United - 6.30 Ist-3pm; U21-12.30pm; U18-10.30am 


SOCCER NSW WEB SITE - wv 
SOCCER NSW EMAIL - socn 


socernsw.com.au SOCCER NSW INFORMATION SERVICE - 0055 22885 or 1900 922885 
ozemail.com.au (75c per min - IDS. Higher rate applies from mobile and public phones). 


HUGE INTEREST | 


AUGUST 25 


N |NORTH KOREA 
FACTFILE: 


NORTH KOREA TOUR pip you KNow 


‘e've finally discovered the formula. Taking the 
Australian Team to a place so unusual and 
outlandish as North Korea has certainly done 
the trick. Add a little controversy, and bingo - 

everyone wants to know about women’s soccer. 

This past week, since the Team was announced last Monday, 
the sporting and general public has heard about women’s soccer 
and the Matildas. For what to the outside world and the media 
would normally just have been another female national team 
touring overseas for a handful of games, the interest generated by 
the tour has been fantastic, The national office has been flooded 
with enquiries from journalists and producers, requesting 
interviews, schedules, and profiles, and generally asking WHY? 

The journos have not been confined to the regular sporting 
departments - there has been a large representation from foreign 
affairs and defence, diplomatic sectors, and world news, putting 
the Matildas in amongst the front pages as well as the back. 

‘As well as interest from around the country, interviews and 
information has been supplied upon calls from BBC Radio 
London, Reuters press agency regional headquarters in Beijing, 
and various Japanese media, News of the tour has made the 
international airwaves, with the BBC’s ‘World Today’ broadcast 
around the globe, and ABC’s Australia Television news service 
beamed around South-East Asia. 

In saying all this, most of the coverage to date has come from 
the ABC, both television and radio, from regional stations to 
Triple J, Grandstand, and the national and international news 
services. This in itself is great, as the ABC reaches all corners of 
the country. But what is also evident is that most of the popular, 
commercial programs are ignoring our sport, despite regular 
supply of information and follow-up contact. This is something 
we'll continue to chip away at. 

To us, a trip to North Korea seemed a very logical step to take 
at this stage of our World Cup campaign. North Korea along 
with China were the first countries to qualify for the 1999 World 
Cup, and tough opposition is what's needed with our Oceania 
Qualifiers not too far away at all. Being within our geographical 
proximity, Asia was our best option, and letters were despatched 
to the leading Asian nations. 

North Korea was the only country to express their interest and 
availability at this time, and since that time, the homework has 
been done to ensure that the tour would in fact work according to 
plan, 

But in making this tour, the Matildas, unwittingly, have 
become Australian pioneers, breaking new ground in becoming 
the first sporting athletes or team to travel to North Korea, 
certainly since all diplomatic ties were severed between our two 
nations on the demand of the North Korean government. It was 
1975 when North Korea abandoned its presence in Australia, 
recalling its embassy staff, Without warning, the Australian 
Embassy personnel in Pyongyang were also sent packing. 

‘We are not interested in involving ourselves in the politics of 
the matter, but it is significant to note that only sport could break 
down such political barriers. And the fact that it has been our 
sport, the world sport, and a female team which has done such, 
adds weight to the role and importance of sport today. 

‘The twist of controversy was added to the story when press 
agency AAP’s Canberra bureau contacted the Department of 
Foreign Affairs and Trade and sent out on the wire a release 
headlined “Federal Government Expresses Serious Concern Over 
North Korea Visit”. It opened with the statement, “The federal 
government says plans by the Australian women’s soccer team to 
travel to communist North Korea for a three test series are deeply 
worrying.” 

‘The release went on to say, “The Department of Foreign 


DENMARK 


itte Krogh and Lene Jensen sent Denmark to its 

third straight Women’ World Cup finals on 

Saturday, scoring in the 52nd and 81st minutes to 

give it a 2-1 victory over Russia on Saturday. The 
victory before a crowd of 300 clinched the European Group 
Four title for Denmark and made it the eighth team to 
qualify for the 16-nation field. 

Denmark joined Sweden, Italy and defending champion 
Norway from Europe as qualifiers. Russia already had 
clinched a place in one of two, two-leg playoffs to determine 
Europe's other two berths. 

Finland and European champion Germany also have clinched 


Affairs and Trade says it has expressed its concerns about the 
quality of health care, food and water and the limitations on 
consular assistance should anything go wrong there.” 

Once the AAP release came to our attention, and a copy 
obtained, the story begged a response from AWSA. Chief 
Executive Warren Fisher's words were sent back down the wire. 
“Prior to confirming the tour we sought the advice and assistance 
‘of the International Section of the Australian Sports Commission, 
the Department of Foreign Affairs and Trade (DFAT), the 
Australian Embassy in Beijing and numerous persons who have 
first hand experience in the country.” 

“While we are well aware that North Korea is far from being a 
tourist destination we have been surprised at the overwhelmingly 
negative reaction from DFAT. We are under absolutely no 
illusions as to economic problems that currently beset North 
Korea and our coaching staff and players face a massive 
challenge in adapting to a totally different environment. But that 
sort of experience remains an essential element to our World Cup 
‘and Olympic campaign.” 

“North Korea have shown themselves to be a world class 
‘opponent and the DPR Korea Football Association has provided 
every assistance in ensuring the safety and comfort of our 
delegation. This has included upgrading our team 
accommodation to the 500 room, 45 storey, five star Koryo 
Hotel,” 


he official name for North Korea is 

the Democratic People’s Republic 

(DPR) of Korea Its Korean name is 

Choson Minjujuui In’min 
Konghwaguk 

It is one of the the most isolated and closed 

socieites in the world North Korea is a 

communist State governed by the Korean 

Workers’ Party - totalitarianism and the 


FROM NOWHERE 
TO THE 


WORLD CUP 


ideology are all important. 

The military is of the highest priority, The 
economy has long been in decline. Famine is 
widespread. Independent travel to North Korea 
is not permitted - only organised tour groups 
with the approval of the government, Living 
conditions are very basic. Population is 
approximately 23 million, 


‘There is no doubt that our touring party will be looked after. ‘orth Korea surprised everyone last suddenly the footballing world was heralding a 
Despite the local conditions and totalitarian system being the way December, the real dark horse new nation into its top ranks, ; 
of North Korean life, our hosts will be bending over backwards finishing second behind the mighty The North Koreans went down 2-0 to China 
to afford our every need, and shower us with impressions of China in the Asian Championships, in the final, and their earlier Group B encounter 


thus qualifying for the World Cup, Few 
outside of Asia would have realised North 
Korea had a serious footballing side, and 
many assumed it would be South Korea to 
make it through. 

But North Korea ended up edging out their 
southern neighbours on goal difference for the 
fourth spot in the semi-finals, ‘They continued 
‘on with the job, claiming their prize by 
defeating Olympians Japan in the semis, and 


produced a similar 3-1 result. They absolutely 
thumped the lowly Philippines and Uzbekistan 
14-1 and 8-0 respectively, before defeating 
Japan 1-0. 

Since their shock ascendency, and even prior 
to the Asian Championship, we can find no 
record of North Korea partaking in any other 
international competition. It is believed their 
National Team program is structured around the 
military. 


NORWAY QUALIFIES 


USA bound for America in June next year. 

‘The three remaining European victors will 
be determined by the end of October as the 
Qualifiers continue, 

Norway's win relegated Germany to second 
place, and they will now need to contest a home 
and away playoff with the runners-up of Group 
1 - either Ukraine or Iceland, 

‘The Group 3 contest came down to the wire, 
Norway needing to win to clinch the prize. 
Anything less, and Germany would have been 
the ones celebrating. The battling English side 
kept the Norwegians scoreless until the 70th 
minute when star striker Marianne Pettersen 
finally broke the deadlock for the 


goodness and happiness. ‘The hospitality will probably reach 
embarrassing levels, considering the plight of the locals. The 
team will likely not even encounter any poverty or famine, 
unauthorised to travel to such areas, and taken only on guided 
tours. 

There will certainly be inconveniences, but with travel to any 
country, the local ways must be respected. There will be little 
time spent listening to the radio or watching TV (government 
controlled), and shopping will not take on its western definition, 
Bottled or boiled water may only be consumed, and they will 
need to be careful of what they eat. But nevertheless, the tour 
will be fascinating, experiencing a country very few Australians 
will ever get a chance to visit. And in the end, football is the 
number one focus. 

Although obtaining any detailed information on North Korea 
is not the easiest of tasks, we managed to speak to a couple of 
people who have been to Pyongyang, and in fact, after all the 
publicity, it was them approaching us, a very interesting phone 
call from a man in Perth who has made numerous visits. These 
people provided us with a wealth of first hand information of 
what to expect, what not to do, local customs, what to leave at 
home, etc. 

After all, it was the suggestion of the DPR Korea Football 
Association in our early communications that the tour would 
hopefully establish friendly relations. This intention has already 
become reality, with their association having accepted (subject to 
finances) our invitation for a reciprocal tour to Australia in April 
1999. 

‘Any suggestions for our next tour destination 7 


‘orway can finally relax, having 

now qualified for the 1999 World 

Cup, the defending champions not 

having an easy time in achieving 
the task. Drawn against rival powerhouse 
Germany in Europe’s Group 3, along with 
the much improved Netherlands, and 1995 
World Cup participants England, the group 
was certainly top heavy and a tough ask for 
each of its member nations, Along the way, 
Norway suffered a 1-0 loss to Germany and 
a scoreless draw against The Netherlands, 
and their campaign for some time looked in 
doubt. 


Al LIA TH But last week’s 2-0 victory over England in i c 

patie ae ay imi Lillestrom sealed their fortune, the Norwegians  Scandanavians. Teammate Brit Sandaune put 
Match 2 Tuesday 1 September now joining the select group of Sweden, Italy, the local fans more at ease with goal number 
Match 3 Friday 4 September Brazil, China, North Korea, Japan, and hosts two in the dying minutes. 


We are expecting 4.30pm kickoffs, but this is not confirmed. 
Pyongyang is one hour behind Australian Eastern Standard time, 


QUALIFIES 


playoff berths. Ukraine and Iceland are still in contention for the 
final playoff spot. 

North Korea, China, Japan and Brazil have qualified from 
‘Asia and South America for the June 19-July 10, 1999, event. 
The host United States, which is the only nation to get an 
automatic berth, gives the tournament more than half of its 
participants. 


Women’s Super League Trials 1999 


UWS Macarthur Rams 


‘Would you like to play for the most progressive women's soccer 
club in 19997 


UWS Macarthur Rams provide quality player development and 
management, under the control of well-known Head Goach, 
Peter Davies. Our club has excellent marketing and 
administration together with quality coaching and suppor staff. 


Trials for 1999 will commence 7.20pm Tuesday 1st September 
and Thursday 3rd September 1998 at University of Western 
Sydney, Narellan Road, Campbelltown. 

Ifyou would like to be part of this exciting and go ahead 
Womens Super League club, please call 


‘The Danes played more confidently throughout but took seven Raab Laws on 

‘minutes into the second half before Krogh ended the stalemate. (02) 9618 3928 (BH) 
Jensen secured the victory with nine minutes remaining. OR 

Galina Komarov scored Russia's consolation goal in the 90th, (02) 9605 5809 (AH) 
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UNIT 2/3 PHIPPS CLOSE, DEAKIN, ACT. 2600 


PH: 06 260 4000 FAX: 06 260 4999 


Information Line: 1902 220 074 (Calls charged at 50c min — higher rates for mobile public telephones) 


Internet Home Page HTTP: www.ACTSF.ORC.AU 


By Graham Cooke 


BELWEST READY 
FOR CHALLENGE 


CT State League champions Belwest 
Foxes will mount a serious challenge in 
the Premier League next season, club 
president Alan Lee predicted, 

Tn their first season in senior football the Foxes 
have run away with the State League first division 
championship and also won division two and given a 
good account of themselves in division three. 

Lee said this showed Belwest had the depth to 
field the required two sides in Premier Division Two 
in 1999, “We are also doing very well in the under 17 
and 15 divisions of the junior league, so we will have 
no trouble finding players for a Youth League entry,” 
he said. 


ANU CONSIDERS 
MERGER 


The club is clearly too good for the State League, 
being coached by former Hong Kong interational 
Alan Reis and with ex-Socceroo Greg Brown in its 
line up. It also has teams in State League Division 
Four, Masters Division, Under-16 girls and a total of 
600 juniors. 

Off the field it is going through the complicated 
ACT planning process which it hopes will allow it to 
convert the old Charnwood High School site into its 
own oval, a licensed club, health and fitness centre, 
swimming pool and 24-hour medical facilities. 

“There is a possibility we could be in there by the 
New Year,” Lee said, 

The Foxes will be sending an under-15 invitation 


oon Dae 


he Australian National 

University club’s annual 

meeting has given the go 

ahead to explore the 
possibility of a Combined 
Universities team to play in the ACT 
Premier League first division next 
season. 

ANU is the likely second division 
winner, and University of Canberra 
occupies bottom place in the first 
division, However, the ANU annual 
meeting was told the club simply does 
not have the money to finance a first 
division side, and would probably not 
be able to find sufficient sponsorship 
in the short time left before it must 
make a decision, 


Canberra, which does have some 
sponsorship backing, is an attractive 
possibility. Also in the equation is the 
Australian Defence Forces Academy, 
whose academic wing is a branch of 
the University of NSW. 

ANU has not run a side in the top 
division since the mid-1980s; apart 
from a brief flurry a decade ago, the 
University of Canberra has usually 
struggled to maintain a first division 
place, and the Defence Academy's one 
season in the elite ended in immediate 
relegation. 

But together, there is a good chance 
the three could find the players to run a 
competitive side, while retaining their 
identities in the lower divisions. 


However, a combined team with 


side to Canberra’s Japanese sister city of Nara in 
October as part of a 200-strong citizen’s delegation 
to celebrate the inaugural ‘Canberra Day’ in the one- 
time capital of ancient Japan. 

Belwest began life as one of Belconnen United's 
junior clubs, but broke away some years ago and for 
a while formed an alliance with Canberra Olympic. 

‘When this did not work out, Lee took the bold step 
of taking the club into senior football on its own 
account. Up to now the venture has been a brillant 
success, and with a ready-made junior base it seems 
only a matter of time before the Foxes become a 
major force on the local scene. 


; OUEF ORT 
junday’s Queanbeyan derby 
etween Monaro and 
Queanbeyan City, have ve 
played at Greenway Oval 


ate {ACT aan Din 
ne a rush of civi pride the: 


MONARO'S FIRST LOSS LETS IN UNITED 


‘onaro’s first loss of the ACT Premier 
League season may prove the death 
knell of its hopes of a rags-to-riches 
minor premiership in two seasons, 

Tt went down 2-1 in the Queanbeyan derby to 
Queanbeyan City on Sunday, while Belconnen 
United beat University of Canberra 4-0. Ian 
Heywood’s men must now hope Capital City Suns 
can beat United in a catch-up game tonight, giving 
them a chance of wresting back the first-past-the- 
post title when Monaro and Belconnen meet on 
Sunday. 

Monaro will go into that game without tough 
defender Darryl North who was sent off for a 
second bookable offence. 

A delighted Queanbeyan coach, Oscar 
Langone, said his team was finally fulfilling the 
promise it had shown in the early weeks of the 
season. 

“For Monaro the points were crucial ... we were 
more relaxed and it showed in the quality of the 
football we played,” he said. 

Dane Gorgievski opened the scoring for City 
and Harvey Castro added a second in the second 
half. Heath Gillett got one back for Monaro in the 
closing minutes. 

Langone said Japanese student Yashi Sato, 
goalkeeper Dennis Langone and midfielder Lazar 
Simeonov were his best players. 

Monaro finished bottom of the Premiership two 
seasons ago, and was only saved from relegation 
when second division champion ANU decided it 
did not want to be promoted. 


Belconnen was forced to desert the ruined 
surface of Hawker Oval for an outer pitch, but was 
rarely troubled in the 4-0 beating of the now 
doomed University of Canberra. 

Big striker Marko Perinovie tightened his grip 
on the Premier League's Golden Boot, with a hat- 
trick, and the prolific attacking midfielder, Scott 
Manson, added the other. 

United coach Lino Fiorese said his side was 
generally in command, and he was pleased by his 
defence which severely limited the University’s 
scoring opportunities. 

Canberra City’s late-season run of success 
continued when it beat top-four candidates Capital 
City Suns 2-0 at Majura Oval. 

The turnaround has coincided with a burst of 
scoring form from the former Belconnen striker 
Simon Agnello. He scored both goals, bringing his 
total to six in three games. 

Suns coach Bill Dojcinoski said he was bitterly 
disappointed at the result. “We didn’t take the 
chances when they came in the first half, and in 
the second we just fell apart,” he said. 

“But that should not take anything away from 
Canberra City. I have never been able to 
understand why they are so low on the ladder.” 

City team boss Steve Bryant said it had not 
been an easy season. 

“We were starting from scratch with what was 
basically a new side, and it took a long time to get 
them together,” he said. 

“But some of the young boys I started the 
season with, are becoming men. It showed today.” 


ihe three-times retired Baz Giampaolo showed he. 

still has an eye for goal when he bagged a pair in 
Canberra Olympic’s 5-1 beating of Gungahlin 
Juventus, writes Nich Guoth, 

‘The Old Master showed some of his great touches, 
although it was not until late in the first half that he 
was able to get free of the attentions of Tony 
Rinaudo. 

Juventus opened the scoring when Paul Gagetti 
was able to head on a cross for Lou Gaspari to try a 
shot. The ball was going wide but substitute Brad 
Smith, who had replaced the injured Matt Valeri, 
arrived in time to divert it into the net. 

Olympic clawed its way back into the game five 
minutes before half time when Giampaolo was 
brought down in the penalty box - Marcello 
Femandez scored from the spot. 

The second half belonged to Olympic, with 
Njegosh Popovich moving forward from midfield to 
back Fernandez aand Giampaolo. 

Popovich made it 2-1 after receiving a pass from 
Takis Arvanitis; Giampaolo took advantage of a mix- 
up between Pedro Pavez and Rinaudo to score the 
third; Giampaolo and substitute John Gueidniot 
added the remainder. 

Juventus coach Walter Valeri said he was not 
happy with the attitude of his team when it got 
behind. “Apart from that, we should have taken more 
chances in the first half,” he said, 


the match between Canberra Deakin and Weston 
Creek Royals was postponed, with Deakin Oval 
unplayable after heavy rain on the Saturday. 


NOVELL ACT P/L 


Division One 
Round 18 Sunday, August 30 


Monaro v Belconnen United TBA 

Uni of Canberra. v_— Canberra City University Oval 
Capital City Suns y Canberra Deakin O'Connor Oval 
Weston Creek Royalsv Canberra Olympic Woden Park 
Gungahlin Juventus v Queanbeyan City Jamison Oval 


Firsts 2pm, Under 23 noon. 


Division Two 
Round 21 Saturday, August 29 


Defence Academy y O'Connor Knights Addison Road 
ANU vy White Eagles North Oval 
Bums Club vy Tuggeranong Utd Kambah Oval 
No 2(2) 
Canberra Defence vy Cooma RMC Oval 
Firsts 3pm. Under 23 Ipm 

Division 1 
Belconnen United 4 University of Canberra 0 
Canberra City 2 Capital City Suns 0 
‘Canberra Deakin * — Weston Creek Royals mi 
Canberra Olympic 5 Gungahlin Juventus i 
Queanbeyan City 2 Monaro 1 
*Match postponed 

PW SD DL F A Ps 
Belconnen United 16 1) 4 0 1 4 16 41 
Monaro. i M7 o Pro haeaRh. 17. 41. 
Canberra Olympic 6 10 2 0 4 40 23 34 
Capital City Suns 16.8. -e3ommm4 36 24 31 
Gungahlin Juventus TNE Snr 3 Ba OBS, 3826; 
Weston Creek Royals 16 6 3 0 7 9% 3% 24 
Canberra Deakin 6 4 4 $. 7-2 2 21 
Queanbeyan City 1 5 2 0 9 35 48 19 
Canberra City 74 .2-01 2 4 16 
University of Canberra 17 0 4 0 13 14 61 8 


Golden Boot (after Round 16) 


Marko Perinovic Belconnen United 2 
Steve Lazzari Weston Creek Royals R 
Scott Manson Belconnen United mn 
Matt Valeri Gungahlin Juventus 10 
Peter Buljan Capital City Suns 9 
Matt Whyte Belconnen United 9 
Daniel Macor Monaro 9 
George Cattanach Gungahlin Juventus 8 


Under 23: Belconnen United 5 University of Canberra 2, 
Canberra Olympic 0 Gungahlin Juventus 7, Queanbeyan City 3 
Monaro 4. 

Points: Gungahlin Juventus 4S, Beleonnen United 37, Unversity 
of Canberra 30, Canberra Deakin 28, Capital City Suns 28, Weston 
Creek Royals 26, Canberra City 22, Monaro 12, Queanbeyan City 
11, Canberra Olympic 9 

Youth League: Belconnen United 6 Queanbeyan City 1, 
University of Canberra 3 Goulburn City 2, St Edmund's College 0 
Belconnen Strikers 1, Canberra Olympic 0 Weston Creek Royals 3 
(forfeit). 

Points: Belconnen United 46, University of Canberra 38, Weston 
Creek Royals 35, Canberra Deakin 34, Tuggeranong United 33, St 
Edmund's College 26, Gungahlin Juventus 25, Belconnen Strikers 
24, Goulburn City 23, Capital City Suns 17, Radford College 17, 
Canberra City 16, Canberra Olympic 8, Queanbeyan City 8. 


Division 2 

POW “SD“D*L. “R.A Ps 
ANU Lh eC Se 2 
Bums Club 19 14 1 O 4 64 27 44 
White Eagles 9 12 2 0-5 37 (23°40 
Cooma tt 7 4°06 3-3 
Tuggeranong United 19 6 2 O 11 32 SI 22 
O'Connor Knights 16) 7 0 092021, 
Defence Academy 75 0 ORD 4 15 
Canberra Defence 18 1 1 0 16 16 81 5 


Under 23: Points: ANU 55, White Eagles 35, Burns Cluo 31. 
O'Connor Knights 28, Defence Academy 26, Tuggeranong United 
23, Canberra Defence 19, Cooma 8. 
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VICTORIA! 


ST ALBANS 2 
BULLEEN 3 


By Dwyght Tufnell 


ulleen Inter Kings won their second Premier League title on Sunday, defeating St 
Albans Saints 3-2 at Lakeside Stadium. It was another terrific Grand Final as the 
Saints, 2-0 down at one stage, rallied and looked at one stage like they may win it. 
Bulleen’s superior finishing got them home in the end. 

“J thought we thoroughly deserved to win it today,” said victorious coach Gary Cole. 

“They're (Bullen) are a very good side, they don’t believe in themselves a lot, that was the 
biggest thing we had to deal with this season but we were consistent.” 

Losing coach, Vlado Vanis, thought that the side could win it after coming from 2-0 down, 

“I thought we could finish it off when we got it back to 2-2,” he said. 

“They (Bullen), didn’t score goals from good combinations. All three of the goals were mistakes 
by the defenders, simple as that.” 

‘The Kings took the lead with the first genuine attempt of the game, 

John Waddell floated in a free kick and only Kings 
skipper Eric Hollingsworth jumped up to angle his header 
into the corer of the net. 

‘The Kings then appeared to have the game in the bag 
when Danny Gnjidic added a second goa! in the 54th 
minute. 

But then, a moment of madness just two minutes later let 
the Saints back into the game. 

The dangerous Slavko Rados, completey dominant on 
the right hand side, sent in a cross into the six yard area 
where Michael Mazzini fired the ball into his own net. 

Coach Cole and Mazzini could afford to laugh about it 
afterwards, but St Albans were well and truly back into the 
game and levelled soon after. 

Marijan Vunderl had to make some important saves 
before that however, stopping efforts from both 
Hollingsworth and Gnjidic, 

Tt was on the right hand side where St Albans again but it 
was Krunoslav Razov who supplied the cross this time to the far post where Paul Magdic headed it 
towards goal. Sean Keogh made a terrifice save, but only succeeded in palming the ball to Kon 
Sianidis who shot into the empty net. 

‘The Saints now went all out for the win, but nearly 
fell behind again when a Hollingsworth effort hit the 
crossbar, Rados and Gnjidic both had chances before 
the latter did find the target again seven minutes from 
time, 

Zdravko Atanasovski, who had a quiet game by 
his standards, picked out Gnjidic who took advantage 
of a mix up between Saints ‘keeper Vunderl and 
Jason Vukadin to head into the unguarded net. 

After their amazing comeback earlier, the Saints 
couldn’t quite do it again, although they did come 
close. 

It has been a sensational year for them and their 
coach,’ Vanis, who took a side of also rans to the 
precipice of championship glory. “I’m very proud of the boys” said Vanis at the end, “they've done 
an excellent job today and for the whole year.” 

Bulleen too, have had a sterling year. They only lost once under the guidance of Cole and just 
three times in the 30 matches they played all year. 

“Individually, I can probably say that we don’t have the best squad but we have the best team,” 
said Cole of the Kings’ season, Cole is pictured above photographed by Roy Hay. 


KINGS OF 


PLAYER RATINGS 


Dwyght Tuffnell 
ST ALBANS 


Marijan Vunderl : Made some very important saves and 
was only beaten by some expert finishing. The third goal was 
a bit of a mix up between himself and Jason Vukadin, (7) 
Paul Magdic : Speedy left sided defender made some telling 
runs and his crossing was good too. Was involved in the 
Saints equaliser when his header was parried by Sean Keogh. 
0) 

Slavko Rados : Recipient of the Rooney Medal for the best 
afield. Rados was terrific, particularly in the second half 
when the quality of his crossing from the right hand side had 
Bulleen in trouble. (9) 

Joe Cuze : Had a solid season in the Saints defence, Made 
some important tackles in the last line. (7) 

Jason Vukadin : Had the job of tracking Danny Gnjidic. 
Copped a nasty whack in the face late in the game before 
making way for Josip Kozic. (6) 

Josip Kozic : Replaced Vukadin with just five minutes to go 
(no rating) 

Mick Colina : Had the tough job on Eric Hollingsworth, but 
he was not fully fit and found the Bulleen skipper too strong 
and quick. Substituted in the 66th minute. (5) 

Martin Raspudic : Came on for Colina in the 66th minute and 
took over the marking duties on Hollingsworth and did a 
reasonable job. (6) 

Harry Karl : The Saints’ star man was marked very tightly 
by Michael Mazzini. Had a couple of half attempts at goal 
but this was not his best performance. (6) 

Krunoslay Razov,: Was good in the Saints midfield and 
delivered the cross that led to the Saints equalising goal, (8), 
Mark Silic ; Wasn't his influential self in midfield where the 
Kings were on him quickly whenever he got the ball before 
he could do anything damaging. (7) 

Artur Kirichian ; Hardly sighted in the 53 minutes he was 
on the ground. (5) 

Idriz Pelja : Came on for Kirichian but he, too, didn’t do an 
awful lot. (5) 

Kon Sianidis : Bustling front man grabbed the Saints Jeveller 
and just generally made a nuisance of himself in the Kings 
defence with his pressuring and other hard work. (8) 


BULLEEN 


Sean Keogh : Goalkeeper of the Year made a couple of good 
saves, beaten by his own man for St Albans’ first goal. (7) 
Frank Valentic : Steady on the right hand side for the Kings, 
never flashy, but usually very effective. (7) 

Damon-Collina : Replaced Valentic with nine minutes 
remaining, (no rating). 

Robert Stojcevski : Left sided player who seemed to be 
marking Mark Silic for periods of the game. Had no answer 
for Slavko Rados in the second half. (6) 

Paul Della Rocca : Marked Kon Sianidis and found the big 
Saints striker a bit of a handful but stuck to his job well 
enough. (7) 

Michael Mazzini ; Had the difficult task in shadowing the 
dangerous Harry Karl and did it well. Helped out the Saints 
in another way though, scoring a very strange own goal. (7) 
Zdrayko Atanasovski : Not his best game in the finals but 
did pick out Danny Gnjidic with a superb pass for the Kings 
winner. Collected his fourth championship medal in as many 
years. (6) 

John Waddell ; Has been a revelation since coming into the 
Kings defence and stood out when the Saints had levelled at 
2-2 and the Kings were under siege. (7) 

Danny Gnijidic : Made the most of his limited scoring 
opportunities. Both his goals were finished extremely well. 
(8) 

Agim Sherifovski : Serviceable contribution but not a major 
factor in the Kings victory. Looked dangerous when in space 
and given the chance to use his speed. (6) 

Anthony Grbac : Sound performance from the midfield 
man. Played some great passes and did some good work that 
resulted in the Kings second goal. (7) 

Eric Hollingsworth : Beat his first opponent Mick Colina 
with strong body work and speed. Had two chances, scored 
with one and clipped the crossbar with the other. (8) 


Victorian Soccer ¢ 


JOHN'S 


o | COMMUNICATIONS 


MOBILEWORLD 


CRAZY JOHN’S STATE LEAGUE 
DIV I ROUND 16 POSTPONED GAME 


Ringwood City 2 Westgate 2 
PWODLF A Pts 
Westvale 22 20 1 1 82 14 61 
Altona East 2 AG 3363823" St 
Western Suburbs 22:16 1 5 68 25 49 
Kingston City 22:13 3 6 45 19 39 
Werribee City 22 10 4 8 43 32 34 
Richmond 22:9 4 9 41 35 31 
North Geelong Warriors 22 8 6 8 41 38 30 
Springvale City 22.8 5 9 42 44 29 
Northcote City 22:8 4 1041 58 28 
Doncaster Rovers 22: 8 3 1140 43 27 
Westgate 22.5 8 9 40 42 23 
Ringwood City 22.4 3 15 28 58 15 
Lalor United 22.3. 5 14 32 56 14 
Melton Reds 22 0 2 2 14 133 -1 

ROUND 23 FIXTURES 

Sunday August 30 
Springvale City v Western Suburbs. 
Westvale v Northcote City 
Ringwood City v Richmond. 


Melton Reds y Doncaster Rovers 
Kingston City v Altona East 
Werribee City v Lalor United 
Westgate v North Geelong Warriors 


CRAZY JOHN'S STATE LEAGUE DIV 2 


PWODLE APs 
Oakleigh 22:17: 3 2 71 20 54 
Melbourne City 213.5 4 43 22 44 
Yarraville/Glen Eira 22:12: 3-7-3726 39 
Cranbourne 2 ML 2 9 39 39 35 
East Richmond 2 9 7 6 2 21 34 
Old Scotch Waverley. 22 10 3 9 41 34 33 
Frankston Strikers 2 10 2 1047 34 32 
Bssendon Bruns, Royals 22 10 2 10 30 38 32 
Knox City 2 8 5 9 37 390% 
Altona City 227 «7 8& 34 38 28 
Maroondah Arrows 22:7 = 5 1026 31 26 
Regent Bulla 2 7 2 13:29 53:23 
Broadmeadows City 22 3 5 14 25 54 14 
Mooroolbark 2 3 3 1618 59 12 

ROUND 23 FIXTURES 

Saturday August 29 
Melbourne City v Knox City 
Mooroolbark v Cranbourne 


Frankston Strikers v Essendon Bruns, Royals 
Yarraville/Glen Eira v Oakleigh 
Old Scotch Waverley v Regent Bulla 
Maroodah Arrows v Broadmeadows City 
East Richmond y Altona City 


CRAZY JOHN’S STATE LEAGUE DIV 3 
Round 17 postponed game 
Fitzroy City 0 - Banyule City 0 


PWODLF A Pt 


Geelong 22,18) 3 i200 57, 


PASCOE VALE 


SporTSceNne 


THE GENERAL SPORT STORE SPECIALISING IN SOCCER 
403 BELL STREET, PASCOE VALE SOUTH. PHONE 03 9354 2791 


HUGE SELECTION OF BOOTS AND GOALKEEPING GEAR | 
PLUS CLUB DISCOUNTS ON A RANGE OF ITEMS 


Proud Sponsor Pascoe Vale/ABSW 
‘Player of the Year’ Award 


SporTSCENE 


AUGUST 25 


215 5.255 B 
Stonningioi 2 15 3 4 46 27 
Frankston Pines 22 13-4 — 5.6230 
South Springvale 22°10 5 7 34 27 
Keilor Park 2 9 3 1037 35 
North Coburg United 22: 7:«6 =9 30 32 
Banyule City 2 7 5 1037 36 
Pascoe Vale 2 7.2 13:34. 50 
Chelsea 27 11433 6 
Bell Park 27 3 12 32 46 
Fitzroy City 24 5 1324 41 
South Werribee 2 6 2 1432 74 
Keysborough 2-4 3 15°30 55 

ROUND 23 FIXTURES 

Saturday August 29 


South Werribee v Stonnington City 
South Springvale v Geelong 
Frankston Pines v Banyule City 
Pascoe Vale v Keysborough 
Chelsea y North Coburg United 
Bell Park v Keilor Park 
Diamond Valley United v Fitzroy City 


CRAZY JOHN'S STATE LEAGUE DIV 4 
Round 18 postponed game 
Clifton Hill United 0 - Geelong Rangers 0 


PWD LF vA 
Moreland City 22.18 2 2 75 26 
South Wantirna 22:15 4 3 55 18 
Seaford United 22 12° 73, 51 29: 
Williamstown 22°13 3° 6 40 23 
LangwWarrin 22 12 4 6 Si 34 
Sandringham City 22:10 6 6 57 41 
Corio 22 29. 657-43) 33 
Sunbury United 22.9. 5. 8 38° 32 
Geelong Rangers 2k STF AY 30-37 
Western Eagles 2 6 7 9 34 40 
Melton 22.6 2 14 41 55 
Clifton Hill United 22.5 (2 15.25 68 
Nunawading City 22° 41-17-25 67 
South Caulfield 22.0 Y 215 7 

ROUND 23 FIXTURES 

Saturday August 29 


Clifton Hill United v Moreland City * 
Sandringham City v Corio 
South Caulfield v Wester Eagles 
Sunbury United y Nunawading City 
Williamstown vy Melton 
Geelong Rangers v Langwarrin 
South Wantima v Seaford United # 


* - Clifton Hill United’s remaining home games to be 


played at ; Green Gully Reserve, Kealba. 


#- South Wantima’s remaining home games to be 


played at : Kingston Heath Soccer Complex, 
Cheltenham, 


PROVISIONAL LEAGUE CUP 
Round 2 results 


Noble Park 2 Hoppers Crossing 2 (3-4 on penalties) 


Monash University 3 ~ Dandenong Inter 1 
Elwood City 4 - Berwick City 2 
Croxton Park I - Dingley City 2 


Melboume University 3 - North Sunshine Eagles 2 


Mitcham United 1 - Monbulk 2 
Waverley Wanderers 7 - Ballarat 0 


Lalor 3 - Templestowe Eagles 2 (aet) 
Keon Park 3 - Darebin United 2 (aet) 
Mill Park 3 - Clayton 1 
Morwell Pegasus 2 - Endeavour United 0 
Lyndale United 2 - Glenroy 0 
Brunswick City 5 - La Teabe University 1 
Flemington Falcons 0 - Springvale Condos 
Brandon Park 0 - Braeside United 6 
Dandenong 3 - Riversdale 1 


4 


PROVISIONAL LEAGUE DIV 1 
Lyndale United 40, Croxton Park 37, Lalor 30, 
Endeavour United 29, Templestowe Eagles 26, Monbulk 
26, North Sunshine Eagles 25, Riversdale 24, Springvale 
Condors 24, Mitcham United 20, Glenroy 13, Brandon 
Park 6. 


ROUND 23 FIXTURES 
Saturday August 29 
Lalor v Springvale Condors 
Croxton Park v Templestowe Eagles 
North Sunshine Eagles v Riversdale 
Monbulk v Endeavour United 
Brandon Park v Glenroy 
Mitcham United - bye 
Lyndale United - bye 


PROVISIONAL LEAGUE 
DIV 2 STH/EAST 
Morwell Pegasus 41, Dandenong 40, Waverley 
Wanderers 37, Doveton 36, Newborough/Yallourn 32, 
Noble Park 23, Dingley City 22, Monash University 20, 
Braeside United 17, Ashburton 12, Berwick City 8, Old 
Camberwell Gram. 4. 


ROUND 19 FIXTURES 
Saturday August 29 
Morwell Pegasus v Braeside United 
Old Camberwell Gram. v Berwick City 
Dingley City v Ashburton 
Dandenong v Waverley Wanderers 
Monash University v Noble Park 
Doveton v Newborough/Yalloun 


Victorian 


Bulleen Inter Kings of Victoria’s Premier 


PROVISIONAL LEAGUE 
DIV 2 NTH/WEST/CENTRAL 


Round 14 postponed game 


Meadow Park 5 - Uni, of Melbourne 2 
TABLE - Brunswick City 41, Sydenham Park 40, 
Broadmeadows United 30, Keon Park 27, Elwood City 
25, South Yarra 23, Uni. of Melbourne 22, Melbourne 
University 22, Hoppers Crossing 22, Ballarat 21, 
Meadow Park 17, La Trobe University 11. 


ROUND 19 FIXTURES 
Saturday August 29 
Keon Park v Elwood City 
Sydenham Park v Uni. of Melbourne 
Melbourne University vy Ballarat 
Broadmeadows United v Meadow Park 
La Trobe University v Brunswick City 
Hoppers Crossing v South Yarra 


PROVISIONAL LEAGUE DIV 3 
STH/EAST/CENTRAL 


Dandenong Inter 44, Clayton 40, Heatherton United 
37, Noble Park United 33, Caulfield United 32, Ivanhoe 
United 24, Collingwood City 21, Endeavour Hills 20, 


“Healthy Diet — Ty I" 
PREMIER LEAGUE FINALS 
WEEK FOUR RESULT 


Grand Final 


St Albans Saints 2 (Mazzini og 56, Sianidis 63) - 
Bulleen Inter Kings 3 (Hollingsworth 21, Gnjidic 54,83) 


TYNAN-EYRE CUP FIXTURES - WEEK 1 


Sunday August 30 


Carlton v Green Gully Cavaliers - Veneto Club - kicki off 2.00pm 
Melbourne Knights v Bulleen Inter Kings - Veneto Club - 


kick off 4.00pm 


Flemington Falcons 19, North Caulfield 19, Thornbury 
United 10, Parkmore 3. 


ROUND 19 FIXTURES 
Sunday August 30 
Ivanhoe United v Noble Park United 
Endeavour Hills vy Thornbury United 
Flemington Falcons v North Caulfield 
Clayton v Collingwood City 
Heatherton United v Caufield United 
Parkmore v Dandenong Inter 


PROVISIONAL LEAGUE 
DIV 3 NTHWEST 
Mill Park 35, Somerton City 35, North Glenroy 26, 
Darebin United 26, Keilor United 23, North Reservoir 
20, Brimbank 19, Northern United 19, West Preston 16, 
Whittlesea United 14, Watsonia Heights 11. 


ROUND 19 FIXTURES 
Sunday August 30 
West Preston v Whittlesea United 
North Glenroy v Keilor United 
Brimbank v Mill Park 
Northern United y Darebin United 
North Reservoir y Watsonia Heights 
Somerton City - bye 
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BLAZEVIC BACK 


AT THE HELM 


roatian coach Miroslav 

Blazevie has accepted a 

new four-year contract to 

remain in charge of the 
national team, 

The bespectacled 63-year-old chain 
smoker took his side to third place in 
this summer’s World Cup, in their 
first ever appearance in the 
competition. 

Blazevic was strongly attacked by 
some of his players after they lost to 
France in the semi-finals. The players 
were of the opinion that he had made 
tactical blunder that had cost them a 
place in the final against defending 
champions Brazil, 

Blazevic, who has been in charge 
since 1994, has been offered a new 
contract by the Croatian Football 
Federation and he is expected to sign 
this week. 

The good news stemming from 
Blazevic's decision to renew his 
contract was countered by the news 
that midfielder Robert Prosinecki has 
vowed never to play for the national 
team again while Blazevic remains 
coach. 

“My decision is final and no-one 
can affect it in any way,” Prosinecki 
told the local press. 

“J will repeat once again: As long 
a8 Miroslay Blazevic is the coach of 
the national team I shall not play for 
it,” the 29-year-old added. 

“Tam sure that (not playing) is 
more honest than agreeing to play just 
for the sake of form or some forced 
patriotism.” 

Prosinecki did not elaborate on the cause 
of his conflict with Blazevic but said his 
decision had been taken to avoid creating a 
“bad atmosphere in the national team just 
because I’m dissatisfied with my personal 
relationship with the coach.” 

Prosinecki, who won the player of the 
tournament award while representing the 
Yugoslavia side which won the 1987 under- 
20 World Youth Cup in Chile, played for 
Spanish clubs Real Madrid, Barcelona and 
Seville before returning to his home club 
Croatia Zagreb in 1996. 

Blazevic and Prosinecki have had a feud 


since Prosinecki's days as a junior. In the 
1980s, during Blazevic’s reign at the club, 
then called Dinamo Zagreb, Prosinecki left to 
join arch-rival Red Star Belgrade, who went 
on to win the European Cup in 1991. Blazevic 
had both Prosinecki and Zvominir Boban 
amongst his squad but decided that Prosinecki 
‘would never make it as a player’, claiming 
that Boban was far superior. 

Reports of animosity between the two 
surfaced again at the World Cup in France 
this summer. Prosinecki was dropped from 
the starting line-up on several occasions and 
Blazevic only sent him on in the semifinal 
defeat, by eventual winners France, less then 
a minute before the final whistle. 


NEWS IN BRIEF 


yonimir Boban is facing an uncertain future as his 

club, AC Milan, looks to turnaround its lack of 

success over the last few years. But Boban believes 

that if he can oyercome a mistake which cost 
Croatia a place in the World Cup final, he can also cope with 
the current revolution at AC Milan. 

Milan have changed their players, coach, training methods and 
system of play under new boss Alberto Zaccheroni, who is 
preaching the 3-4-3 approach he used successfully last season 
with Udinese. 

‘The project is fraught with problems, given that Milan’s old 
guard have played 4-4-2 for more than a decade, but Boban is 
convinced it can work. 

‘The Croatian skipper is no stranger to dealing with hurdles, 
having overcome a major one after guiding his country into the 
semi-finals of France 98 and then committing a terrible blunder. 

With the scores level at 1-1, Boban lost possession to Lilian 
‘Thuram on the edge of the penalty area at the Stade de France on 
July 8. 

‘Thuram scored a 70th minute winner that sent the hosts into a 
Victorious final with Brazil, and Croatia into a third-place play- 
off where they beat the Dutch 2-1. 

“I'm over it now, because fortunately there was the game 
against Holland three days later and that went well,” Boban said, 
“But at the time, as captain of the Croatia team, it was a drama. 

“After that, though, I realised that I had done so much for the 
team up to that point that I shouldn't feel guilty about the 
mistake.” 

‘The next challenge facing the 30-year-old midfielder is the 
1998/99 season, and the change in the way Milan play. 

“We're working on it,” he said, “We're trying to understand 
what Zaccheroni wants, but we don’t understand it fully yet. 
However, the fact that we're not there yet doesn’t mean we 
haven't made progress, 

“We are aware that we are changing things after so many 
years... but we are psychologically strong and the new recruits 
have real character,” he told the Italian press. 

“The important thing at the moment is to have the right spirit. 
‘The results so far are be treated with caution.” 

Milan has won two of their three friendlies against foreign 
clubs, but Boban warned: “We also had some great results last 
summer, and we all know what happened when the season 
started.” 

Boban’s dream now is for the club to be once again at the top 
of Italian football. “Juventus are the favourites for next season, 
and then Inter,” he said. “We are a step behind them, but we're 
not far behind ... AC Milan are still a great team.” 


obert Jarni’s transfer saga has reached its conclusion with 

Coventry losing the player but making a handsome profit. 
Jarni has signed a three-year contract with Real Madrid after 
originally agreeing to a contract with English Premier League 
team, Coventry City. 

The wing-back’s former club Real Betis had reached an 
agreement with the English club. But Jarni rejected the offer, 
opting instead to stay in Spain where he has enjoyed a successful 
three seasons at Betis. 

‘The English premier league club reached an agreement to pay 
Spain’s Real Betis 2.6 million pounds for the World Cup wing- 
back, only for the player to change his mind and opt for Real 
Madrid instead. But Coventry were left with the rights to Jami’s 
contract - and the European Cup holders eventually agreed to pay 
them 775 million pesetas for the player (3.14 million pounds). 

‘That means Coventry have made a profit of around 554,000 
pounds on a player who never once turned out 
for the club. 


deci 
With family matters,” Jami explained, “and 
in particular my daughter. 

“It’s easier for her to adapt to life in Madrid than life in 
England. 

T'm happy that everything’s settled now. I've signed for the 
biggest club in the world.” 

Real Madrid had to finalise Jami’s signature by August 20 to 
ensure that he is eligible for the club's European Champions’ 
League campaign. 

‘The 29-year-old will link up with fellow Croatian inteational 
Davor Suker (above right) at the Madrid club. 


Ph 


iroatia midfielder Mario Stanic (above) has shown his 

determination to join Everton by rejecting a lucrative new 
deal with Parma, 

The Italian club, Stanic’s fifth since the 26-year-old was 


forced to leave his home in Sarajevo, are keen to keep him 
after his impressive performances on the right of midfield at 
France 98. 

But he rejected a pay rise and a two-year extension to his 
contract, telling friends he wants to play in the Premiership and 
to join international team-mate Slaven Bilic at Goodison. 

Everton are confident that Parma will accept their $9million 
offer. 


i juries are hampering other Croatian players as they prepare 
‘or the opening of the various leagues within Europe. In 
particular, Croatia’s main strikers are all inflicted with some form 
of injury. 

Alen Boksic is still unable to train due the injury which ruled 
him out of France 98. Davor Suker, France 98’s leading scorer, 
has injured his knee and is also unable to train. 

The third striker, Goran Viaovic, will undergo groin surgery 
this week and is likely to miss the first six weeks of the Spanish 
league season. 

‘The 26-year-old Valencia player picked up the problem 
towards the end of last season but decided to play on until the 
World Cup, where he partnered Davor Suker in attack and scored 
in Croatia’s 3-0 quarter-final win over Germany. 

Viaovic was due to start training last week but opted for 
surgery instead. “If I play in this condition I'll always be at 70 
per cent so I think it’s better to come back in top condition in two 
months,” Viaovic explained. 

Everton's multi-lingual central defender, Slaven Bilic, has a 
mystery ailment and missed his team’s opening game of the 
English Premier League. 


AUSSIES IN pOMESTIC LEAGUE 
CROATIA 


his season has seen a slight decrease in the 
number of Australian players plying their 
trade in the Croatian league, 

Steve Horvat (below) has departed Hajduk and is set 
to make his mark with Terry Venables’ Crystal Palace 
in the English First Division, Hajduk has retained the 
services of Josip Skoko (right below) and the 
controversial Ante Seric. 

Mark Viduka (right), so often the subject of transfer 
speculation in the recent past, remains the most 
prominent Australian player in the league. He is set to 
spearhead last year’s champions, Croatia, in its quest for 
another title, Croatia is determined to make its mark in 
the European Champions League this year. 

‘The season has started off slowly for all three of the 
Australians. Having been part of Croatia's wonderful 
run, albeit from the substitute’s bench, at France 98, 
Seric was surprisingly left on the bench for Hajduk’s 
first game of the season, He remained on the bench for 
the team’s first game in the UBFA Cup game but was 
re-instated to the starting line-up for the second league 


game against Mladost 127. 

‘The change of fortune went astray in the third round 
when Hajduk played away to Cibalia. Having been 
booked early in the game, Seric’s unhappy start to the 
season turned into a nightmare when he was sent off on 
the half hour. 

Although Skoko, too, started off slowly he is an 


important member of the Hajduk team, having been part 
of the starting line-up in all four of their games. His 
performance has been improving each game, 
culminating in a man of the match display in his latest 
game against Cibalia, 

Viduka, although a regular starter for Croatia, has had 


a similarly slow start to the season. He is yet to open his 
goals account and has been substituted in all three 
Teague games. 


*, > 


esd 


jhe 1998-99 Croatian National League kicked 
off on the 9th August with the dominant clubs, 
Croatia and Hajduk, again heavy favourites to 
finish in the top two positions. Neither team has lost 
many players from last season, with Croatia’s Igor 
Cyitanovic being the most prominent transfer across 
the border to the carnivorous rich clubs preying on 
the less affluent clubs. 
‘There seems little possibility of a team outside of the 
big two challenging for the ttle with Rijeka, Osijek 
and, possibly, Croatia’s cross-town rivals, 
Zagreb, being the only alternative 
champions. 
Like Croatia, Osijek and 
Hajduk are hoping for an 
extended run in the European 
competitions. Both teams 
are involved in the UEFA 
Cup, whilst Varteks, beaten 
by Croatia in last season’s e 
Cup final, is participating 


with H, Dragovoljac and Rijeka joining Croatia on seven 
points. Hajduk opened the season with two draws and 
one win — its latest draw was achieved in difficult 
circumstances after a sending off in the 32nd minute. 
Europe Osijek has made the best start in the European 
Cups competition with an unexpected 3-1 UEFA Cup 
home victory over the top Belgium team Anderlecht. 
Petar Krpan, Osijek's Croatian international, 
spearheaded his team to its most memorable victory — 
the winning margin that gives them a realistic 
‘opportunity to advance to the second round. 
Croatia, too, has given itself a 
£ f) tremendous chance to move into the 
next round of the Champions 
Cup. The narrow 1-0 loss to 
Celtic in Glasgow gives it 
every chance to record a 
favourable two goals win at 
home, 
To achieve such a 
victory Croatia needs Mark 


in the Cup-Winners Cup. 
Croatia has kicked off the 
season brightly with two 
victories and a draw in its first 
three games. 


first with their most recent game 
resulted in a convincing 4-2 victory over 
one of their main, albeit weakened, challengers, 
Osijek, who’ rested many of its stars in preparation for 
their return UEFA Cup game against Anderlecht. 

After three rounds the lead is shared by three teams, 


With seven points they are equal » 


Viduka to find his goal 

scoring touch in a hurry. 

Hajduk, on the other hand, 

has a difficult task to progress 

to the next round after its 1-1 

home draw with the Swedish club, 

Malmo. To achieve a victory over their 

opponents will be a tough assignment as 

Malmo has considerable European experience, Look 

out for regular monthly updates of what is happening in 
one of the world’s most stylish footballing nations. 
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SHOOTOUTS 
FINISHED? 


‘apan's premier football league, the J-League, 
will abolish penalty shootouts and introduce 
draws to team standings beginning next year, 
league officials said Tuesday. 

The J-League executive board also decided to main- 
tain the sudden-death extra time of 30 minutes during 
which the match is won by a team as 
ie as they score a goal, the officials 


re its establishment in 1993, the 
J-League has used penalty shootouts 
to decide winners after draws in 120 
minutes of regulation and extra time. 
Under the new system, teams will 
be given three points for a victory in 
90 minutes and two for an extra-time 
win as before. A draw will be worth 
one point. 
orld Cup runners-up Brazil still 
head champions France in the 
FIFA world rankings announced on 
Wednesday. 


Trinidad and Tobago have advanced from 59th to 
47th place and Poland move up from 48 to 40, 


Leading standings (including last month's standings 

in brackets); (1) 1. Brazil 73.70 points (2) 2. France 

70.06 (3) 3. Germany 68.54 (4) 4. Croatia 66.58 (5) 5. 

Argentina 65.26 (6) 6. Czech Republic 
64,71 (7) 7. Yugoslavia 64.19 (8) 8. 
Italy 64.01 (9) 9. Netherlands 63.67 (10) 
10. England 62.59 (11) 11. Norway 
62.17 (12) 12. Mexico 61.96 (13) 13. 
Romania 60.21 (14) 14. Spain 59.77 
(15) 15. Chile 58.91 (16) 16. 

Morocco 58.50 (18) 17. Denmark 
57.72 (19) 18. U.S. $7.26 (17) 19. 
Colombia 56.70 (20) 20. Egypt 56.37 
(21) 21, South Korea 55.42 (22) 22. 
Japan 55.32 (24) 23. Zambia $4.97 (23) 
24. Austria 54.94 (26) 25. Paraguay 

f 54.60 (25) 26. Tunisia 54.11 (29) 27. 
Jamaica 53,14 (27) 28. South Africa 53.01 
(28) 29. Russia 53,00 (31) 30. Belgium 52.14 


IRAN COACH QUITS 


alal Talebi, who coached Iran for its historic 

World Cup match against the United States in 

June, has resigned because of “family prob- 

lems," the football federation said 
Wednesday. 

Federation official Khosrow Vali-Zadeh told newspa- 
pers that Talebi "will be unable to commit all his time to 
the national team for the next four or five months 
because of family reasons", 

But he said Talebi will go back to his former position 
‘as a technical adviser for the team. 

Talebi played for the Iranian national team for nine 
years and took over as coach of the World Cup team in 
May, less than a month before the World Cup finals in 
France, 

A resident of northern California where he has 
coached college soccer teams, Talebi earned interna- 
tional fame after Iran's 2-1 victory in a politically- 
charged clash against the United States on June 21, 

Talebi, in his early 50s, said in Los Angeles early this 
month that he would like to stay on as head coach, and 
would shortly be returning to Iran to discuss his future 
with the Iranian football federation, 


ue 200 fans were injured when a spectators’ stand 
in a stadium collapsed during a football match in 
Calcutta Wednesday, the Press Trust of India (PTI) 
reported. 

PTI said the wooden gallery collapsed under the 
weight of people at the Mohammedan Sporting Grounds 
barely 20 minutes into a regional football match in 
Calcutta, the capital of West Bengal state. 

Some of the fans were critically injured when the 
high stand crashed, PTI said, adding the match was sus- 
pended after the incident. 

Soccer fans set stands on fire and attacked firemen, 
journalists and officials on the grounds. 

Paramilitary soldiers and police guarding the stadium 
used batons to control the rioting, it said. 

‘The United News of India quoting unofficial reports. 
said one of the fans died in the collapse. 

India's football association banned more matches in 
the stadium as the West Bengal state government 
ordered an investigation into the collapse, provincial 
Sports Minister Subhas Chakraborty said. 


jrenchman Philippe Troussier will this week 

e offered a two-year contract to become 

Japan's new soccer coach. The Japan 

Football Association (JFA) said that 

Troussier, who coached South Africa at the World 

Cup finals in France, was due to visit Japan for 
talks. 

JFA officials said if the discussions went as planned 
43-year-old Troussier would sign a provisional two-year 
contract that would see him take Japan to the 2000 
‘Olympic Games in Sydney. 

He would replace Japan's World Cup coach Takeshi 
Okada who resigned after the team’s poor showing at 
France ‘98. 

JFA officials said Troussier had been recommended 
to them by former Nagoya Grampus Eight manager 
Arsene Wenger, now in 
charge of English cham- 
pions Arsenal. 
Frenchman Wenger, 
who is working for the 
JFA as a technical 
adviser, had been a can- 
didate himself for the 
Japan job until he con- 
firmed he was staying 
with Arsenal earlier this 
month. 

‘The JFA executive board hopes to finalise details of 
Troussier’s appointment at a special meeting scheduled 
for September 10. 

Troussier, who has spent a decade coaching clubs 
and national teams in Africa, was linked with coaching 
Posts at British clubs Sheffield Wednesday and Celtic 
earlier this summer. His contract with South Africa 
expired after France "98, 


Sea Korea's sacked World Cup coach Cha Bum-kun 
is facing a five-year ban from working asa trainer in 
his country's national soccer league. 

Cha was quoted in a local monthly describing what 
he believed to be rigging incidents in professional 
league matches and accusing soccer officials of distract- 
ing him from his duties during the World Cup finals in 
France. 

‘The South Korean Football Association (KFA) said 
on Tuesday Cha was likely to receive a five-year sus- 
pension for his reported comments which it viewed as 
defamatory. 

"The KFA’s disciplinary board decided on the (five- 
year) ban last week but it faces final approval at an 
executive committee meeting next month," said KFA 
official Song Ki-ryong. 

Cha's comments, published after he left to become 
the coach of China's first division soccer team Shenzhen 
Ping'an last month, caused outrage among football 
authorities. 


Gua 
World Cup Korea 


Commercials and advertisements with coach Cha's 
familiar persona have since conspicuously disappeared 
from South Korean television and newspapers. 

Cha has not commented on the issue since the inter- 
view. 

He signed an 18-month contract with the Chinese: 
team afier being sacked as South Korea coach following 
a humiliating 5-0 defeat by the Netherlands in the 
World Cup finals last July, 

One of Asia's most famous players and the first 
South Korean to play in the German Bundesliga, Cha 
‘was voted Asia's coach of the year in 1997 after South 
Korea's commanding performance in qualifying for 
France ‘98. 

Former Chunnam Dragons manager Huh Jung-moo 
‘was named South Korea's new national team coach last 

Friday, 


Ts Australian 
women's soccer 
team has decided to 
ignore government 
warnings and go 
ahead with a tour to 
North Korea. 

A spokeswoman 
for the "Matildas” 
said on Tuesday that 
the 20-member squad would travel to the communist 
state this weekend and play three matches despite warn- 
ings from the Australian Department of Foreign Affairs 
and Trade (DFAT). 

Janene Mar said the DFAT had warned the team 
about the risks of visiting North Korea, including poor 
food and water, but the team management were confi- 
dent there would be no problems. 

"T think they will be looking afier us because they do 
hot want any bad stories coming out,” Mar said, 

Australia's diplomatic relations with North Korea 
have been suspended since 1975. 

A spokesman for the DFAT said the government 
could not prevent the team from going because the tour 
‘was considered a private visit, 

"The Department has been in contact with the 
Australian Women's Soccer Association and has 
expressed our concerns about matters such as the quali- 
ty of health care, food and water and the limitations on 
consular assistance should anything go wrong," he said, 

"We said we were very concerned with their visit 
going ahead." 

Mar said the Matildas were using the tour to finali 
their preparations for next year's World Cup qualifiers. 

North Korea have already qualified for the World 
Cup after finishing runner-up to China in the Asian 
championships. 

See ‘Soccer Woman’ on Page 12 for an Australian 
perspective, 


SOUTH AFRICA 
LEAGUE ROUND-UP 


outh African premier league action last week- 

end saw surprise leaders Bloemfontein Celtic 

drop their first points of the season and 

defending champions Mamelodi Sundowns 
chalk up a record win. 

Wits University beat Bloemfontein Celtic at Milpark 
Stadium, Brendan Hannan scoring the only goal of the 
game when he forced a Sidwell Maboe cross through a 
cluster of Celtic defenders. 

Wits controlled the first half, but Celtic bounced back 
after the break. 

‘Both sides had opportunities to take all three points, 
but neither demonstrated the required sharpness in 
attack, 

Sundowns set a Castle Premier League record when 
they hammered Santos 7-1 at Odi Stadium, The champi- 
ons might have registered double figures had they not 
ee in the second half after taking a 5-0 lead into the 

reak. 

Captain Daniel Mudau grabbed a brace, as did 
Nigerian striker Raphael Chukwu, with the first goal 
coming as early as the second minute. Santos, thrashed 
5-0 a week earlier by Manning Rangers, scored a conso- 
lation goal in the 84 th minute. 

Cape club Hellenic strengthened their position on the 
table with a 2-0 victory over Jomo Cosmos at Athlone 
Stadium, The match was played in light rain, with 
Cosmos initially adapting better to the slippery condi- 
tions, 

However, they could not convert any of several first 
half chances, a result of some poor finishing, Hellenic 


improved after the break and scored twice in eight min- 
utes through Tauyo Mrewa and Chris de Weber. 

After a slow start to the season Orlando Pirates seem 
to be finding their best form. They welcomed new coach 
Victor Bondarenko with a 1-0 victory over high-flying 
Cape Town Spurs. 

Pirates started quickly and created numerous opportu- 
nities, only to see them wasted by their forwards, with 
Sibusiso Zuma the main culprit. It was left to substitute 
Andries Sebola to provide the crucial goal, heading 
homea Dumisa Ngobe cross. 

A stormy clash between Manning Rangers and Kaizer 
Chiefs at Kings Park Stadium in Durban ended in a 1-1 
draw, both goals coming from Zimbabwean internation- 
als. Rangers enjoyed more possession and when they 
took the lead through Innocent Chikoya, Chiefs looked a 
spent force. 

However, after Moeti Khasu of Rangers was sent off 
for a second bookable offence, Chiefs rallied and 
secured the equaliser through Robson Muchichwa. 

When a second Rangers player, Gilbert 
Mushangazike, was sent off for violent conduct, riot 
police had to move in to protect the Rangers officials, 
‘who were pelted with bottles by the Chiefs supporters, 

At the wrong end of the table, Dynamos won their 
first point of the season when they drew 1-1 with 
Moroka Swallows in a lacklustre game at the 
Thohoyandou Stadium in Venda. Dynamos were 
unlucky not to collect maximum points after enjoying 
territorial dominance, but could not claim the winning 
goal. 


NATIONS CUP 


TAKES 


he 2000 African Nations Cup prequalifying 
phase was largely completed last weekend, 
with 11 teams advancing to the group stages, 
Former champions Algeria headed a list of 
qualifiers that included Angola, Burundi, Congo, 
Gabon, nine-goal Kenya, Liberia, Mali, 
Mozambique, Namibia and Uganda. 

Algeria disposed of Libya in a one sided north 
African derby. Lakhdar Adjali gave the Algerian Desert 
Warriors a ninth minute lead and another French based 
professional, Abdelhafid Tasfaout, completed a 3-0 yic- 
tory, 

Congo, who lifted the trophy 26 years ago, were held 
0-0 by Chad in Pointe-Noire. Congo produced a shoddy 
home performance but the 0-0 outcome was enough to 
see them through on the away goals rule. 

Kenya celebrated after crushing Djibouti 9-1 in 
Nairobi to equal the record winning margin for a qualifi- 
er established by Ghana in Niger 29 years ago. 

Sammy Okoth led the rout with a hat-trick, including 
two goals within six minutes of the kickoff. Maurice 
Sunguti, Francis Oduor and Boniface Ambani scored 
two apiece. 

Burundi caused the only upset of the weekend, defeat- 
ing Tanzania 1-0 in Dar-es-Salaam through a late goal 
from Duadi Shabani, The win gave them a 2-0 aggregate 
triumph. 


SHAPE 


Angola and Liberia displayed steady nerves to over- 
come single goal, first leg deficits with the Black 
Panthers defeating Benin 2-0 in Luanda and the Lone 
Stars overcoming Niger by a similar score in Monrovia. 
Both proceed 3-2 on aggregate. 

Young strikers played significant roles with Fabrice 
“Akwa’ Maieco returning to form for Angola and 
Arsenal striker Christopher Wreh scoring the first 
Liberian goal. 

Portugal based striker Dario Monteiro struck twice as 
Mozambique defeated Botswana 2-1 in Maputo follow- 
ing a goalless first leg. In Blantyre, defender Robert 
Nauseb snatched the only goal as-Namibia triumphed in 
Malawi to progress 3-1 on aggregate and continue their 
good form under new coach Seth Boois. 

Togo scored in each half to defeat Sao Tome e 
Principe 2-0 at the Eyadema Stadium in Lome. Kossi 
Noutsoudje opened the scoring after four minutes and 
Komi Ajangba added a second goal in the 71st minute. 

The goalless draw between Rwanda and Uganda saw 
Uganda through 5-0 on aggregate. Gabon also advanced 
5-0 on aggregate after a 3-0 win over Equatorial Guinea, 
while Mali qualified 3-0 on aggregate after a goalless 
draw with Cape Verde Islands. 

The Lesotho ‘Mauritius and Madagascar’ Swaziland 
matches were postponed. 


BARKER TO COACH ZIMBABWE? 


ormer South African national team coach 

Clive Barker is considering an offer to take 

up the position of national coach in neigh- 

bouring Zimbabwe as they prepare to host 
the finals of the next African Nations Cup, 

Barker, who led South Africa to victory in the Nations 
Cup finals in 1996 and to qualification for the World 
Cup finals a year later, has also hinted he would like his 
old job back. 

Barker resigned as coach of Bafana Bafana last year 
after a poor performance in the Confederations Cup in 
Saudi Arabia. He missed the trip to the World Cup 
finals, but has now confirmed he was forced to quit or 
face dismissal. 

Barker stated that he has missed international football. 
He claimed that a number of ‘influential people’ had 
encouraged him to make himself available once again 
for the vacant South African coaching position, but said 
that he is not yet ready to commit himself. 

‘The 54-year-old Barker has been coaching South 
Aftican club AmaZulu, who are currently enjoying a 
good start to the premier league season. He has had talks 


with Zimbabwe for several months but says he is consid- 
ering only a part-time role because they cannot afford 
his wage demands. 

Zimbabwean Footbal! Association president Leo 
Mugabe confirmed talks had taken place but said his 
Organisation was still keeping its options open. 

Zimbabwe have been searching for a high profile 
coach since the departure of Scotsman Ian Porterfield 
last year. 

Barker has been invited to join the Zimbabwean team 
for their trip to Angola at the end of the month for the 
next match in the Cosafa Castle Cup, the southern 
African championship. He has yet to decide whether to 
make the trip or await the opportunity to take up the 
South African position again. 

Barker has not previously featured among possible 
candidates for the South African job, vacant since the 
World Cup finals in June. The favourite is former 
Chelsea coach and Dutch international Ruud Gullit, who. 
will visit the country next month for further talks with 
South African Football Association officials. 


AFRICAN 


CHAMPIONS 
LEAGUE PREVIEW 


s the African Champions League resumes, 
the remaining teams brace themselves for a 
tough battle in Africa’s premier continental 
club competition. 

The second year of the new format sees the eight 
teams divided into two mini leagues, with the winners 
meeting in a two-legged final in December. 

Raja Casablanca, champions in 1997, face a tough 
start to their defence when they host ASEC Abidjan of 
the Ivory Coast. The two teams meet in group B, which 
also sees Young Africans of Tanzania host Manning 
Rangers of South Africa in Dar-es-Salaam. 

In group A, Dynamos of Zimbabwe face Eagle 
Cement of Nigeria in Harare while Etoile Sahel of 
Tunisia play Ghanaian champions Hearts of Oak in the 
coastal resort town of Sousse. 

Raja, who sold Moroccan World Cup midfielder 
Jamal Sellami to Turkish club Besiktas last month, 
remain favourites in a tough group. ASEC Abidjan, one 
of the richest clubs in Africa, boast an impressive squad 
of Ivorian internationals and have Congolese imports in 
Eric Bantsimba and Florent Baloki, They are expected to 
mun Raja close in the final standings. 

However, they will be without influential midfielder 
Donald-Olivier Sie, who played in the Japanese J- 
League last year, and his international midfield partner 
Sidi Badra Aliou. Both were injured in a 2-0 league win 
over Sabe last weekend. 

ASEC’s Argentine coach Luis-Oscar Fullone is confi- 
dent, claiming that the pressure is on Raja as defending 


champions. 

Manning Rangers are also expected to be contenders 
but will need a victory in Tanzania to start their cam- 
paign. They had two players sent off in a South African 
league match last weekend and suffered several knocks 
and bruises, but couch Gordon Igesund believes they can 
win, 

Tgesund said that Rangers often play better away from 
home where they do not have to contend with the pres- 
sure of expectation. He said that Rangers would play a 
Patient game, maintaining shape and composure. 

Tgesund has warned his players to expect a hot recep- 
tion in Dar-es-Salaam. He said that he expects to meet a 
physical team with good ball skills and a pedigree in the 
competition, having appeared 13 times. He noted that 
their weakness may be in defence. 

In group A, Etoile Sahel are favourites, having won 
the African Cup 

Winners’ Cup last season. The club have signed 
Nigerian international striker Gabriel Okolosi from 
German second division club Waldhof Mannheim, but 
may not have him registered in time for the competition. 

Their opponents, Hearts of Oak, currently lead the 
Ghanaian Premier league despite a weekend loss. 

Dynamos of Zimbabwe have sold several key players 
to South African clubs in recent months to ease their 
growing financial crisis, This will give Eagle Cement the 
opportunity to claim an away win as they attempt to 
become the first Nigerian club to secure the most covet- 
ed prize in African club soccer, 


AFRICA 
ROUND-UP 


igerian international Austin ‘Jay Jay’ 

Okocha is making a significant impact at 

his French club, Paris St Germain. His 

debut goal in a 3-1 loss away to Bordeaux 
two weeks ago was a brilliant individual effort, when 
he beat two defenders and scored with a curling, 
right-footed shot. 

He created both goals when the Parisians disposed of 
Bastia 2-0 last week at the Pare des Princes. Much is 
expected of the playmaker, now set to demonstrate that 
he can combine his ball skills with regular goalscoring, 

Meanwhile, Liberian international George Weah has 
threatened to cease playing for his country unless the 
soccer authorities there adopt a more positive approach 
to the game. 

The former world footballer of the year, currently 
playing for Italian Serie A side AC Milan, said he had 
spoken to government officials after Liberia advanced to 
the final qualifying stage of the African Nations Cup 
with a 2-0 win over Niger. 

Weah, the standard-bearer of soccer in his poor home- 
land, gave no details of exactly what he wanted from the 
authorities but sources said it probably centred on the 
lack of sporting facilities and support for the national 

quad. 


‘Trevor Phillips, chief executive officer of the South 
African Premier Soccer League, has tried and failed to 
reduce the size of the 18-club Castle Premiership, the 
tichest national championship in Africa. His South 
African Football Association counterpart, Danny 
Jordaan, went as far as proposing buying two clubs and 
closing them down. 

The situation is a difficult one, with club fixtures 


dominating the schedule to the extent that there is no. 
space for international matches, apart from obligatory 
African Nations Cup qualifiers. 

Phillips attempted to trim the size of the competition 
last season, but met with little success as only 
Premiership club chairmen can vote for a reduction in 
the number of clubs. 

In other news, the failure of Bafana Bafana to make 
an impact in the World Cup saw South Africa drop to 
fifth place in the latest FIFA African rankings, Their 
World Cup performance coupled with the loss of their 
African Nations Cup crown to Egypt in Burkina Faso in 
February was the reason for their slide down the stand- 
ings. 

Morocco edged out Nations Cup champions Egypt for 
first place on the strength of their World Cup perfor- 
mance, Zambia were surprisingly in third place after a 
disastrous Nations Cup and failure to qualify for France 
98. 

Tunisia find themselves in fourth place, with 
Cameroon sixth, followed by Ivory Coast, Angola, Mali 
and Guinea. 

FIFA are reportedly dissatisfied with one of the 
venues for the 1999 World Youth Cup, scheduled to take 
place in Nigeria. The stadium in Calabar is in an unac- 
ceptable state, and hotels in the city were found unsuit- 
able for players and officials. 

‘The local governor of Calabar, Navy Commander 
Christopher Osondu, ordered that renovation work be 
stepped up at the stadium and the hotels. 

Tn 1995 FIFA cancelled the planned youth tournament 
in Nigeria, citing health and security reasons, 
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CONCACAF WIN 


FOR DC UTD 


.C. United became the first team from the United 

States to win the CONCACAF Champions Cup, 

beating Toluca of Mexico 1-0 on Eddie Pope's goal 

in the 41st minute. Champagne was flowing back at 
the MLS offices stateside when the game finished. 

‘The annual tournament features the top teams from last season 
in the top leagues of North and Central America and the 
Caribbean, D.C. United won the first two titles in Major League 
Soccer, while Toluca is the reigning Mexican League champion. 

"We reached an important milestone today," Logan said. "Our 

top teams have gotten to the point 
where we are going to be reckoned 
with." 

United coach Bruce Arena 

and his players talked about 
respect earned for their 
team and league. 

"It's a great victory for a 
Teague that is 3 years old,” 
Arena said, 

Pope's goal, his first of 

1998, came after goalkeeper 
Mario Alberran almost collid- 
ed with two of his own defend- 

ers and bobbled Marco. 
Etcheverry's free kick. Pope collected 


the loose ball, 

D.C. United outscored opponents 11-0 in three Champions 
Cup games during the week, Scott Garlick made four saves for 
his second shutout of the tournament, 

"Garlick put together probably two of the best games of his 
career back-to-back," Arena said, 

Toluca’s best scoring chance came in the 82nd minute when 
Garlick barely deflected Jose Salvador Carmona's 25-yard shot 
beyond the near post. 

United earned a $125,000 first-place prize and a spot in the 
Interamerican Cup, a home-and-away series against the winner 
of South America’s Liberators Cup. 

First United returns to MLS action, where it has a 20-5 record 
and has won seven straight games. 

United has already clinched a playoff spot in a bid for a third 
Straight title. 

"We want as much silverware as we can in the trophy case," 
United midfielder John Harkes said, as the resepct for US 
Soccer, which took a battering after France 98 has, for the 
moment, gained some salvaged pride in the region. 


Etcheverry with the trophy. 


MLS UPDATE 


eginning last Wednesday, NY 

/MetroStars 4 beat the Colarado 

Rapids 1 in the midweek game; Tab 
Ramos starring for the New Yorkers. 

‘The Miami Fusion beat Dallas Burn 2- 

1 on Thursday in front of just over 7,000 


MetroStars. 


Meanwhile Jaime Moreno and Marco 
Etcheverry scored second-half goals and 
D.C. United won its eighth straight, a 2-1 
victory over the New York-New Jersey 


‘The MetroStars (14-12) led at the 


fans, half after Diego Sonora 


Cobi Jones scored three times 
and Carlos Hermosillo added 
two goals as Los Angeles 
defeated New England 5-1 
on Saturday. The victory 
was the fourth straight for 
Los Angeles 

‘And Zach Thornton, 
tallied his league-leading 
seventh shutout and Lubos 
Kubik and Chris Armas each 
scored goals as the Chicago Fire 
defeated the Colorado Rapids, 2-0. 

Victor Mella and Shawn Medyed 
scored shootout goals and David Kramer 
stopped three Dallas attempts to give the 
San Jose Clash a 2-1 victory also on 
Saturday night. 

San Jose opened the scoring in the 
32nd minute with Ronald Cerritos’ 10th 
goal. Dallas tied it in the 78th minute 
courtesy of Brian Haynes. 


Kinnear. 


goals for the Crew. 


scored in the 41st minute, 
Moreno tied the game 
in the 59th minute 


and Etcheverry got 
the 
game-winner in 
the 78th minute for 
the new Concacaf 
Cup winners, 
Stern John scored 


the tying and go-ahead 
goals and assisted on the 
third goal as the Columbus 

Crew beat the Tampa Bay Mutiny 3-1 
Tampa Bay (7-19) went ahead in the 
40th minute on a goal by Dominic 


John scored in the 59th and put the 
Crew ahead in the 76th. Andy Williams 
scored his first MLS goal in the 84th 
minute. Brian McBride assisted on two 


Mo Johnston (left) in action for 
Kansas against LA. 


Mi League Soccer's disciplinary com- 
jittee suspended New York-New 
Jersey MetroStars goalkeeper Tony Meola 
for one game for major game misconduct 
and unsportsmanlike conduct during 
Saturday's 3-1 loss at Miami. 

Meola, 29, has played every minute this sea- 
son for the MetroStars (13-11), who are second 
in the Eastern Conference. The 6-1, 205-pound 
Meola, a three-time All-Star, leads the MLS 
with 134 saves and 2,160 minutes. 

‘The MLS will announce Meola's fine as well 
as fines to other MetroStars on Tuesday, when 
the MetroStars play host to the Colorado 
Rapids. 


tem John, a Columbus Crew forward, was 

named Major League Soccer's Player of the 
Week for Week 23. John scored his third hat 
trick of the 1998 season against Kansas City on 
‘Sunday to lead the Crew to 
a 5-3 win and pulled 
Columbus to within two 
points of the MetroStars for 
second place in the Eastern 
Conference, 

Tt marked the third time 
John has eamed the award 
this season, with each 
honor coming after a three- 
goal performance. 

John, the Trinidad and 
Tobago national team play- 
er who scored 10 goals in 
five matches in July to lead 
Trinidad to a second-place finish in the Shell 
Caribbean Cup, is now tied with Welton of the 
Los Angeles Galaxy for second place among 
MLS goal scorers with 15, one behind D.C. 
United's Roy Lassiter and L.A.'s Cobi Jones. 

Each of John’s hat-tricks have come in one 
half, with the explosions occurring 18, 16 and 
10 minutes apart, giving the dangerous striker 
nine of his 15 goals in a total of 44 minutes. 


‘CLA's Steve Shak and Sasha Victorine 

have been selected as finalists for the 1998 
Hermann Trophy, awarded annually by the 
National Soccer Hall of Fame to the nation's 
top collegiate player. 

Shak, a 6-1 junior sweeper, is one college 
soccer's success stories, having walked-on to 
the UCLA team as a freshman and becoming a 
Player of the Year candidate and U.S. Under- 
23 national team member just two years later. 
Shak, who did not play a single minute as a 
freshman, started 22 matches and totaled 1,982 
minutes as a sophomore. 

Shak led the Bruins’ defense to 14 shutouts, 
the second-most in school history, including 
two shutouts in the NCAA Final Four. 

He was an honorable mention All-MPSF 
selection last year. 

Victorine, a 6-2 junior midfielder, was a 
nominee for the 1997 Missouri Athletic Club 
Player of the Year Award despite sitting out 
most of the season with a knee injury. In his 
seven matches played in 1997, he scored a goal 
and three assists. 

During his freshman season, Victorine 
earned NSCAA All-Far West second-team 
honors and first-team all-conference honors 
after scoring six goals and two assists. 
Victorine is also a member of the U.S. Under- 
23 national team. 

‘The winner of the 1998 Hermann Trophy 
will be announced on Saturday, Dec. 12, in 
Richmond, Va. during the NCAA Soccer 
Championships festivities. Only oneBruin has 
ever won the Hermann Trophy - Brad Friedel 
in 1992. 

The Hermann Trophy is named after Robert 
R. Hermann of St. Louis, founding chairman of 
the North American Soccer League, and is dis- 
played at the National Soccer Museum in 
Oneonta, N.Y. 
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MAJOR LEAGUE SOCCER 


ee Edgerton of the Huntsville Fire has been 

mamed the Most Valuable Player for the 
1998 season of the Eastern Indoor Soccer 
League. Edgerton received seven out of thir- 
teen possible votes. 

The MVP was selected by all seven EISL 
teams and media members in each EISL city. 

Edgerton, who was on the now defunct 
Continental Indoor Soccer League's All-Rookie 
team last season with the Sacramento Knights, 
fed the Huntsville Fire to a third place finish in 
the EISL standings, Lee led the Fire in points 
with 83, 2 point goals with 24, assists with 23 
and shots with 165. He was fourth in league 
scoring for the regular season, third in goals 
scored and second in 2 point goals. 

Edgerton’s 83 points and 28 goals ended up 
being 17% of Huntsville’s total scoring this sea- 
son. He tallied points in 23 of the 27 games. 
Lee was signed as a free agent prior to the start 
of the 1998 season. 

Other players receiving 
votes were Todd Dusosky of 
the Lafayette SwampCats 
and Stuart Dobson of the 
Mississippi Beach Kings. 

The chief financial and 
legal officer of Major 
League Soccer visited this 
week to determine whether 
the Triad could be a market 
for an expansion franchise. 

John Ertmann, part of a 
team charged with the still- 
hazy plans to enlarge the 
professional soccer league to 16 teams by 2004, 
made no promises, offered no timetable and 
flew back to New York City after meeting with 
city leaders Tuesday, 

Ertmann said the principal stumbling block 
for the area is the lack of a sufficient facility, 
which would cost at least $30 million. 

"Clearly, there is not the type of facility that 
exists (here) to support Major League Soccer," 
he said. 

Ertmann said the Triad would also be the 
league's smallest market even if High Point and 
Greensboro were included. Currently, the 
smallest area with a franchise is Columbus, 
Ohio, with a population of close to 1.5 million. 
According to 1997 U.S. Census Bureau esti- 
mates, the Triad’s three major communities 
contain 1,152,779 people -- the nation's 37th- 
largest metropolitan area. ’ 

But Ertmann said Winston-Salem's size may 
not necessarily hurt its chances, 

"(Its size) can work to the advantage of 
Major League Soccer in that we would be the 
principal sport in this area, something that T 
think is important to the league," he said. 

Ertmann said he knows about the May base- 
ball referendum, in which voters in Guilford 
and Forsyth Counties overwhelmingly rejected 
public funding of a major-league balipark. 
Ertmann said the vote hasn't scared off the soc- 
cer league. 

"Baseball and soccer are very distinguish- 
able in a demographic profile," Erimann said. 
"Soccer is a sport on the rise and with the right 
people, the right demographic groups for spon- 
sors.” 

Many of the potential investors with whom 
he met Tuesday had pledged their money 
toward the $75 million private side of the base- 
ball initiative. 

The league's two newest teams, the Chicago 
Fire and the Miami Fusion, joined the league 
this year for $25 million apiece -- some $20 
million more. than the original 10 clubs paid 
just two years ago. 

A private $30 million stadium for the 
Columbus Crew, which currently plays at Ohio 
State University's 90,000-seat football stadium, 
had a groundbreaking ceremony last week. 
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BOG JOKE 


BACKFIRES 


razilian striker Romario has been ordered to 
remove a huge caricature of former national 
team coach Mario Zagallo from a toilet door in 
a bar he owns in Rio de Janeiro, his lawyer said. 

Sergio Zveiter said a 
that a civil’court had 
banned the caricature, 
which depicts Zagallo 
sitting on a toilet with 
his trousers around his 
ankles, after a lawsuit 
was taken out by 
Brazil's 1998 World 
‘Cup coach. 

Romario, who was 
axed by Zagallo 10 
days before the start of 
the World Cup in June 
because of a nagging |; 
calf muscle injury, was | 
also forced to remove a 
cartoon of assistant 
coach Zico, depicted 
with a toilet roll in his 
hand and a forlorn 
expression on his face, 
from another door, 

Zyeiter said that he 
was considering appeal- 
ing the court's decision 
but also admitted that 
Zagallo wanted com- 


ed that “the cartoons are personal revenge for him being 
dropped from the national team." : 

Romario's axing was highly controversial as the player 
believed that he could have recovered in time to play in at 
Teast some of Brazil's 
World Cup matches. 
Instead, he worked as a 
television commenta- 
tor. 

Fingers of suspicion 
pointed at Zico, an old 
Flamengo fayourite 
who has publicly criti- 
cised Romario in the 
past for an unprofes- 
sional attitude. 

Romario, who wept 
openly when he was 
dropped, has continued 
to be hampered by 
muscular problems 
since the World Cup, 
playing less than half a 
dozen full games and 
scoring only two goals. 


Last week, . he 
limped out of a 
Brazilian champi- 


onship match for his 


halftime clutching his 
thigh and missed their 


pensation for “moral 
damages." 

Television pictures showed justice officials arriving at the 
bar, situated in a beachside suburb favoured by soccer play- 
ers and other celebrities, to order the removal of the offend- 
ing cartoons, The entire doors were taken away, leaving two 
of the toilets temporarily without any doors at all! 

‘They aiso showed a copy of Zagallo’s lawsuit, which stat- 


“Romario, your bog joke is not funny.” 


game at the weekend. 

Zagallo claimed that, 
far from being persecuted, Romario was given preferential 
treatment. 

He said Romario was given longer to regain his fitness 
than defender Marcio Santos and midfielder Flavio 
Conceicao, two other players picked for the World Cup but 
then dropped because of injury. 


NO FUNNY 


BUSI 


jomorrow night’s all-important second-leg 
Libertadores Cup Final may not even be played. 


‘That is the threat being issued by Brazilian cham- 
pions Vasco da Gama, who will refuse to play if they 
encounter a hostile atmosphere before the game, club 
director Eurico Miranda said." If anything abnormal hap- 
pens, the team will not go onto the field,” said the out- 
spoken Miranda, who is also a member of the 
Brazilian Congress. 

"Byeryone knows me, ... With Vasco, they 
know who they are dealing with,” added 
Miranda, who once tried to claim parlia- 
mentary immunity when a referee sent 
him off for invading the pitch during a 
match. 

Miranda said that Vasco had sent 
their own cooks and his assistant to 
the Ecuadorean port city of 4 
Guayaquil where the Brazilian cham- 
pions will defend a two-goal lead 
against Barcelona on August 26. 

‘A sell-out 85,000 crowd is expected at 
Barcelona's imposing stadium. 

‘The Libertadores, South America's equiva- 
lent of the UEFA Champions League, is a compe- 
tition with a long history of off-field controversy and 
allegations of skullduggery. Although less troublesome than 
itused to be, incidents still occur. 

This year, Paraguayan international Francisco Arce said in 
an interview that 1995 champions Gremio, from Brazil, used 
security men disguised as ball boys to intimidate opponents 
at their Olimpico stadium. Arce, who played for Gremio at 


ESS! 


the time, has since joined Brazil's Palmeiras. 

When Vasco visited Gremio for a first-round match this 
year, its players complained that a strong smell of paint in the 
dressing room made some of them feel dizzy. 

There was more bad feeling for the retum match when 
Gremio hired security men from Vasco's arch-rivals 
Flamengo to look after them, 

Vasco themselves are no angels and their Sao 

Januario stadium, situated in an area surrounded 

by shanty towns, has an unsavory reputation, 

It was banned for using it for 18 months 

last year when a linesman was injured 

by one of dozens of missiles hurled 

from the crowd, forcing a South 

American Supercup to be abandoned 
midway through the second half. 

But the ban was lifted at the start 
of this year by the South American 
Football Confederation (CSF). 

Vasco, considered firm Favorites to 
win their first Libertadores title, have 
dedicated all its efforts to win the com- 
petition, postponing matches in the 
Brazilian championship and fielding a 
reserve team in the newly-created Copa 
Mercosur — a kind of South American super league 
made for television. 

Barcelona, given the name by the Catalan immigrants who 
founded the club, is aiming to give Ecuador its first major 
soccer title, 

Next week we will have full details of the Final — if there 
is no funny business! 


club Flamengo before | 


REDONDO’'S 
REPRIEVE WITH 
NEW COACH? 


‘arcelo Bielsa year's World Cup. 

will take over Local media speculated 

as after con- that by making Bielsa sub- 

vineing his ordinate to Pekerman, the 
Spanish club Espanyol to AFA hoped to lessen the 
Jet him go after only two chances of the personality 
months on the job, clashes which marred 
Argentine media reported. Passarella's reign. 
Espanyol at first said it ‘The tough captain of the 
did not want Bielsa to go, 1978 Argentine national 
but reached agreement team, Passarella was hired 


| 

| with the Argentine to bring discipline to a side 

| Football Association left in disarray by the antics 
(AFA) after Bielsa of wayward genius Diego 


Maradona, 

But his hard-man style brought him enemies, 
Soon after taking the job he banned players 
who were homosexual, had Jong hair or wore 
earrings. 


promised to return the 

‘wages Espanyol had paid him, the state news 
| agency Telam quoted sources at the club as 
| saying. 

AFA president Julio Grondona asked Bielsa 
to replace Daniel Passarella 
‘as national trainer in a new 
| coaching structure to be 
| headed by national youth 
team coach Jose Pekerman. 

Pekerman had been the 
| popular choice to replace the 
combative Passarella, but 
| will now coordinate both 
Argentina's senior and youth 
teams. Pekerman has led 


Talented Real Madrid 
midfielder Fernando 
Redondo (above) said he 
would not cut his hair and 
refused to play under 
Passarella, who relented 
and called him up anyway. 

From Spain, Redondo 
welcomed Bielsa's appoint- 
ment and said he dreamed 
of playing again for 


youth teams to victory in two Argentina. 
junior World Cups, but has "I think Bielsa is a coach 
| never trained any adult with prestige," he said. 
selection, [ 
Argentina's football community. Vv is planning a sev- 
welcomed the choice of Bielsa, but enth return to professional 


some were baffled 
by the new double- 
jointed coaching 
| structure, similar to 


soccer to play 
friendly matches 
for second-divi- 
sion Spanish side 


the Houillier/Evans, Badajoz, his 
style at England's manager said. 
Liverpool. "We are plan- 


_| ning as a first 
step for Diego to 
start training to 
play a few friend- 
ly matches for 
Badajoz," 
Maradona's man- 
ager Guillermo 


"I don't under- 
stand the reasons for 
this type of decision, 
When a team has 
two coaches it's the 
same as if it hasn't 
got any at all,” Cesar 
Menotti, who 


coached Argentina's : Coppola told 
1987 World Cup- fd focal radio. 
winning side, told 4 He said 


Argentina's 1986 
World Cup-win- 
ning captain would probably play his first 
match for Badajoz in September or in 
October, when he will celebrate his 38th 
birthday. 

Badajoz is partly 
owned by Argentine 


daily Clarin. 
| Grondona said it 
was Pekerman who suggested the new structure 
‘and put forward the name of Bielsa, who signed 
contract with Espanyol just two months ago. 
"There was the 
problem that Bielsa 
has just signed a con- 


| tract with Espanyol, television celebrity 
but Pekerman told me Marcelo Tinelli. 
we had to try,” His most recent 


| Grondona said. 
Bielsa only played 
| four matches in a short 
career as a profession- 
al footballer at 
Argentine first divi- 
sion side Newell's Old 
Boys. He has had 
more success as a 
coach, and led 
Newell's to the league 
championship in 1990- 
91 and 1992 and Velez 
Sarsfield last season. 
Passarella resigned 
from the job after 
Argentina's exit in the 
quarter-finals of this 


ended last September. 
At the time he was in 
danger of being banned 
for use of unspecified 
prohibited substances 
after he tested positive 
following a match for 
Buenos Aires club Boca 
Juniors. 


nd finally it has 

been revealed that 
Ronaldo took tranquilis- 
ers before the World 
Cup Final, medicine he 
described as “bluey 
tablets”, he said in the 
Euro press. 


A ugust. Ah, the month of hot summer nights, 


cool ocean breezes, girls in bikinis on sun- 
drenched beaches and most importantly of all, 
the start of the new season, 

While most of the country was licking its collective 
lips in anticipation of the games ahead, the rest of the 
country was avidly following the fortunes of other (sic. 
athletic) teams in action. 

Athens hosted the World Basketball Championships 
early in the month and the home nation achieved a very 
credible fourth place whilst later in the month, the 
national track team participated in the European 
Athletics Championships and achieved considerable 
success, 

But as interesting and exciting as these sports are, 
they are not, theycannot be, a substitute for the real 
thing, Soccer is it and pre-season preparations have 
reached fever pitch. 

And so onto the doings and the happenings of the last 
summer month: 


_ AUGUST 1 


ae first day of the month heralded in a new era for 
the FA as they appointed a new president, Kostas 
Alamous, who is hoped that after the bitter in-fighting of 
the last committee, will be able to lead a united team for 
the betterment of the sport. 

Greeks with European clubs started settling in and in 
England the signs were good for the Greeks. Steve 
Bruce issued a media statement praising his two Greek 
first team starters, namely Vasili Borbokis and Triannos 
Dellas for their efforts to integrate with the club, 

Meanwhile in Newcastle the Georgiadis transfer 
wrangle was continuing but at least the player could 
smile when he was issued his number for the coming 
season, Georgiadis’ number will be 15, while Temuri 
Ketsbaia will wear the number 14 shirt and Nikos 
Dabizas will be 34. 


AUGUST 4 


Nhe preliminary UEFA Cup results are in and ABK 
will be playing Ferencvaros (Hungary) while PAOK 
will oppose Rangers in Glasgow. 

PAO has a red letter day in Italy with a 2-1 win over 
AC Milan (Asanovic and Warziecha scorers). Other 
friendly results were: Panelefsiniakos - Apollon 1-2; 
Ethnikos Asteras - Athinaikos 2-1; Paneliakos - 
Akratitos 4-0, 

Terrible news for Olympiakos as starting centre-half 
Paraskevas Antzas will be out for four months after 
damaging his hamstring and ligaments (separate 
injuries) in a freak training mishap. 


AUGUST 5 


BE news of the day was Glasgow Celtic's approach 
for Kostas Frantzeskos but PAOK are not willing to 
discuss the matter, 

Disruptions in the loan arrangements between PAOK 
and AEK over Paris Zoumboulis. Although the clubs 


BD 


gi 


Limperopoulos 


have agreed terms, the player's excessive demands are 
too much for AEK and it looks like the arrangement will 
not be proceeding. 

Friendly results: Aris - Anorthosis 1-0; Olympiakos - 
PAOK 3-0 (Giannakopoulos, Oforique and Samaras 
Scorers), 


AUGUST 7 


‘he Vasisli Tsartas saga continues with interest being 

expressed in him from Sapin, 

More friendlies: PAO - onikos 3-2; Anorthosis - 
Rallis 0-2; PAS Yianina - Panahaiki 1-1; Ethnikos 
Asteras - Panelfsiniakos 2-3; Edessiakos - Veria 1-0; 
OFT - Ternost 6-0; AEK - Jupest 4 - 0. 

The matter of G. X. Georgiadis will go to FIFA as 
PAO continue to oppose the player’s move to 
Newcastle. The matter will be determined on August 14. 

Italian international defender, Nicola Tacolla, 27, will 
join PAOK in time for the start of the new season. 


AUGUST 8 


N“ coaches are appointed by the FA for the various 
international teams with ex-Iraklis playmaker, 
Kostas Aianidou, taking the reins of the U-21 team 
while Andreas Mihalopoulos and Stathis Stathopoulos 
will jointly guide the fortunes of the Youth teams. 

Friendlies: Iraklis - Aris: 4-2; Kavala - Anorthosis 2- 
1; Kalamata - Prodeftiki 0-1. 

PAO has been approached to join the proposed break- 
away European Super League with the likes of 
Manchester United, Ajax, AC Milan and Juventus. 

Vasili Borbokis gets in amongst the goals for 
Sheffield United on the opening day of the English 
Division One season. 


AUGUST 11 


iendly results: Panahaiki - Paneliakos 0-0; PAS 
Yiannina - Panetolikos 1-1; Aris - Radd 3-1; Iraklis - 
AEK Lymasos 2-1. 


AUGUST 12 


at a night in Europe! AEK lived a charmed life 
as they performed a comeback from the dead to 

give themselves some hope at least. 
Dead and buried at 4-0 down after 90 minutes, 
Nikolaidis and Sebwe struck twice in stoppage to reduce 


“the deficit to two. 


‘A year ago, PAOK left Arsenal's dreams of European 
glory in tatters but they weren’t so dominant this time. 
After losing Triantafillos Mahairidis after seven minutes 
(second bookable offence - red card), the Salonikan 
team was on the back foot for most of the game and 
finally succumbed 2-0. 

Well-done Omonia (Cyprus). This small club was 


expected to be the whipping boys for Rapid Vienna but 
‘on a performance that was all heart they stunned the 
Austrians 3-1 and must surely have a decent chance of 
making the next round. 

Former PAO player, Giannis Kostopoulos, said his 
final goodbye to his belovd Greens after 60 years. 
Kostopoulos signed’on as an apprentice when just 14 
and till his death at 74 has been continuously associated 
with the club including 25 years on the club’s board. 
Rest In Peace. 

Borbokis scores his second goal in as many games as 
Sheffield United beat Darlington 3-1 in the League Cup 
and Mihalis Viahos got one also for Portsmouth in his 
teams 3-1 victory over Plymouth in the same competi- 
tion, 


AUGUST 14 


h, the agony! Away to Staua Bucharest in the 

(Champions League, PAO twice went ahead through 
goals by Asanoyic and Lymberopoulos, only for the 
home team to claw level each time. 

Oh, the shock. Fancied Olympiakos were expected to 
score a hatful against Anorthosis of Cyprus but they 
didn’t. The Reds could only manage two goals 
(Giannakopoulos and De Souza) but the away goal they 
conceded could have a vital bearing on Wednesday's 
return leg. Ooooh, the suspense! 


AUGUST 15 


ible news for Olympiakos as they lose their sec- 
ond centre half in the space of two weeks. Petros 
Passalis damages his angle ligaments against Anorthosis 
and will be out for at least a month. 
Friendly results: Elefsina- Panionios 5-1; Kavala - 
Xanthi 1-0; OFI - Kalamata 1-0; Prodeftiki 
O; Aris - Larissa 2-2; Panatolikos - Paneliakos 1-1; Veria 


> Preveza 2-1; Ethnikos Asteras - Ethnikos 2-2; 
Kallithea ~ Apollon 1-1, 

Apollon, who seemed likely to appoint Zoran 
Jevtovic as their coach, have opted for Dragan Kokovie 
instead as outgoing club president Alamanou tired of 
protracted contracted demands. 

In the Cup Winners Cup Apollon Lemesos won 2-1 
away to Ekeeren. 


AUGUST 17. 


3 ee results: Ethnikos Asteras - lonikos 1-0: 
Paneliakos - Panahaiki 4-0; OFI - Agios Nikolaos 5- 
2; Haidari - Panionios 2-3; Panatailikos - Ethnikos 
Pireus 0-2; Lyky Thessalias - Xanthi 1-2. 


AUGUST 19 


eal Sociedad thrash Olympiakos 3-0 in a friendly 
id a day later the Reds let in another 3 in a 3-2 loss 
to Seville. 
PAO draw 22 with Kavala with five first team regu- 
lars missing. 


AUGUST 20 


FA has issued a ground upgrade program after 

inspecting facilities at all first and second division 

clubs with ground preparation and spectator facilities the 
immediate targets, 

Stavros Sarafis takes over from Kouli Apostolidis as 
club manager of PAOK, 

PAOK’s latest news is not so good with striker 
Pantellis Konstanidis’ injury against Rangers proving 
more serious than first thought and the player will miss 
most of the opening month of the season, 

Kostas Lagonidis was injured during training and will 
miss at least the opening weekend for PAOK. 
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NEWS OF THE WEEK 


uventus' French midfielder Didier Deschamps and the team's 

former doctor Pasquale Bergamo were interviewed by a state 
prosecutor oyer drugs claims in Italian soccer. 

‘The two men are the latest to be questioned by magistrate 
Raffaele Guariniello, who on Monday spoke to Gianluca 
Vialli(below) and Alessandro Del Piero about their training 
methods, Guariniello's enquiry follows a drugs warning from AS 
Roma coach Zdenek Zeman. 

Deschamps, captain of World Cup winners France and who 
joined the Turin club in 1994, spent 90 minutes with the judge. 
Guariniello is believed to have been following up a newspaper 
interview in which Deschamps claimed that a Juventus player's 
career is a short one. And Italy defender Paolo Negro said Lazio 


: bp i 
players had taken the amino acid creatine under former coach 
Zdenek Zeman, who has called for a crackdown on drug-taking 
in Italian soccer, 
"Under (current coach Sven Goran) Eriksson we've never 
taken creatine. Under Zeman we did," Negro told reporters, 
"Creatine is an amino 
acid which occurs naturally 
in the body and plays a key 
role in muscle contraction, 
Is use is legal but s 
players and coaches si 
should be banned. 


Ga A club Empoli 
‘appointed Mauro 
Sandreani as their new 
coach, Sandreani, formerly 
in charge of Torino and 
Padova, takes over from the 


Nakata, “I am ready 
for Serie A challenge” 


Zamorano I'm learning something new every day -- 
things I need for the present and also for the future," 
he said, 

Ventola's dream is to keep his place in the side 
when Ronaldo returns and to play alongside the 
Brazilian ace next season. 

Ronaldo will return early in the season but will 
miss the first couple of Inter games due to a suspen- 
sion still hanging over his head from last year’s con- 
troversial clash in Turin between Juventus and Inter, 


rigo Sacchi has come under fire from the press 

and Atletico fans as his side has gone more than 
six hours in pre-season without scoring a goal. By far 
the worst of the games was a 4-0 drubbing at the 
hands of fierce local rivals Real Madrid, but they 
have also gone down in summer tournaments too. I 
don't want to take any credit away from the sides that 
have beaten us but we've been really tired," said the 
Italian, who signed a two-year contract with the 
Madrid club this summer. 


till on the doping scandal, and Alessandro Del 

Piero walked out of a news conference last week 
after a cheeky journo asked him whether he had 
“been doped” after the player had admitted knowing 
what he had ingested, Other players to testify in this 
increasingly acrimonious pre-season debate have 
been Juve players Fonseca, Juliano and Pecchia. 


[pe coach Gigi Simoni is furious with French offi- 
cials for calling up Youri Djorkaeff for last week's 
friendly against Austria. Simoni’s angry protest is 
identical to one made two weeks ago by champions 
Juventus over their World Cup winners Zinedine 


first coach to be sacked 
since last season. Gigi Del 
Neri was given his cards 
after differences with club 
management over tactics. 


ter Milan could pay a high price for their 
pagnolo Trophy victory after Roberto Baggio 
pulled a thigh muscle and could miss this week's 
European Champions League tie, 
‘The trophy, organised in memory of Genoa fan 
Vincenzo Spagnolo, who was stabbed to death by an 


corye Weah warned the Liberian Government that he and his 4G Milan supporter in January 1995, saw Inter come 
teammates would quit the national side if there wasn't more from a goal down to beat Genoa 4-2. 


help for sport in his country. 


But there was an unwelcome surprise waiting for 


‘The former FIFA World Player of the Year was furious with coach Gigi Simoni, when Baggio limped off at half- 
the situation, despite Liberia's 2-0 win over Niger last weekend time and was ordered three days’ complete rest. 


which put them into the second qualifying phase for the African 


“It’s a major blow for us, it's just what we didn't 


Nations Cup. Weah, back for his first day training with AC Milan peed,” said the coach. "Ten minutes before the end of 


since the win, said: 


the first half, he felt a slight pain and when there 


After the victory over Niger, I spoke to the authorities of my were three or four minutes to go, he asked to come 
country. My teammates and I complained about their lack of off, 


respect and their indifference towards national sport. 


In the end, he stayed on and I thought it was 


"And I warned them that if things don't change by October, nothing, I didnt even bother to ask how he was dur- 
when the tournament continues, then me and the others will aban- ing the second half. It was only at the end that I 


don the national side.” 


realised it was a sprain, and now J just hope it clears 


up quickly.” 

Baggio, who will missed the friendly at Napoli, 
had been the star of Inter's 4-0 first leg victory last 
week over Skonto Riga, setting up all of the first 
three goals and scoring the fourth. 

Tomorrow night Inter aim to finish the job. 

Baggio also lined up another goal against Genoa 
and has already established himself as a key figure in 
Inter’s 1998/99 campaign. 

On the plus side, the growing success of their new 
20-year-old striker Nicola Ventola and 19-year-old 
playmaker Andrea Pirlo must be pleasing. 

After finding the target against Skonto Riga, 
Ventola scored the last two Inter goals against 
Genoa, one of them header from a superb Pirlo 
cross. 

"I'm getting better with every game,” said Ventola, 
who paid tribute to his strike partner, Chilean veteran 
Ivan Zamorano, 

“With this group of players and being with 


Zidane and Didier Deschamps. Neither club had been. 
able to sway the French federation. "What's the sense 
in having Djorkaeff arrive and then see him leave 
again," Simoni fumed. "What is this, some kind of 
holiday or are they all going there to pick mush- 
rooms?” 


Sh he countdown to the Serie A is on but it will actu- 
ally be the Serie B that kicks off Italian soccer 
this year on September 6. A competition that is real- 
ly insignificant to the average Italian, unless your 
local team plays in that competition, will for the first 
time in a number of years boast some the biggest 
clubs traditionally in Italian soccer. Names such as. 
Napoli and Torino spring to mind. Not since the early 
80's when AC Milan and Lazio went around in that 
competition, has the Serie B had so much interest. On. 
the other hand, names such as Salernitana and 
Empoli, don’t seem appropriate to many pegple 
either as belonging in the Serie A. 
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‘eerenveen striker Jeffrey Talan 
gave his side a 1-0 victory over 
Twente Enschede in the opening 
match of the 1998/99 Dutch league 
season on Thursday. 
He shot home the winner from just outside 
the box two minutes before half-time. 
Twente's Erik ten Hag had the dubious 
honor to be the first player of the season to be 
sent off after a foul on Boudewijn Pahiplatz, 
Five minutes before the end Heerenveen had 
an excellent chance to score a second when 
Pahliplatz was fouled in the box by Jan van 
Halst, but Radu Gusatu missed the awarded 
penalty. 


Bt first division club Bastia have signed 
Portuguese international striker Paulo Alves 
from Sporting Lisbon. 

‘The Corsican club said they had signed 
Alves, who was on loan from Sporting to 
England's West Ham United last season, on a 
three-year contract. They did not disclose the 
transfer fee. 


pe Milan defender Fabio Galante apolo- 
gised on Thursday for throwing a water 
bomb from a hotel room which smashed a car 
windscreen and injured two children, 

"I threw the bag filled with water," Galante, 
24, told reporters, "It was an accident, My team 
mates and I were playing at throwing water 
bombs at each other and unfortunately one of 
them fell into the street," 

Galante said he was aiming at his friends on 
a terrace when he hurled the laundry bag 
through the window of his fifth-floor hotel 
room in Naples, where UEFA Cup holders 
Inter beat Napoi 2-0 in a charity friendly on 
Wednesday, 

He said he wanted to come clean after media 
reports had pointed the finger at two of his fel- 
low players and suggested they were trying to 
hit Napoli supporters. A sister and brother aged 
11 and 12 were slightly injured when the water 
bomb broke the windscreen of a car in which 
they were travelling with their parents, 

"I'm really sorry for what happened, and 1 
apologised last week evening to the children’s 
parents,” said Galante, who added that he had 
Visited the brother and sister in hospital. 

"They're both fine — the little girl was 
asleep but I had a long talk with the boy, and I 
promised him a Ronaldo shirt and a football.” 


Buss# Dortmund, who slumped to an 
embarrassing defeat in their first 
Bundesliga outing, hope newcomer Thomas 
Haessler will help them restore some pride. 

"Obviously, 1 was disappointed not to start 
the first match," said the 32-year-old, who 
joined from relegated Karlsruhe SC. "I'm 
always disappointed when I don't play." 

New coach Michael Skibbe believes the cre- 
ative skills of Haessler and fellow German 
international midfielder Andreas Moeller will 
help the Ruhr Valley club make a fresh start, 

"The mentality in the team has changed," 
said Skibbe, who was appointed to replace 
Ttalian Nevio Scala after the team ended a mis- 
erable 10th in the league last season. "The 
players have become more aggressive." 

That was not obyious against Stuttgart and 
Skibbe knows he will come under fire if his 
men fail again, 

Bayem, eager to recapture the title they lost 
to Kaiserslautern last season, are without 
Ghanaian defender Samuel Kuffour and mid- 
fielder Mehmet Scholl, both injured. 

‘The Munich club's commercial manager, Uli 
Hoeness, named Dortmund as his side's most 
dangerous rivals for the title before the season 
started. 

But he knows he will also have to keep an 
eye on Bayer Leverkusen, who impressed by 
beating Hansa Rostock 3-1 in their first match. 

“He's a brilliant player but he still needs time 
to get used.to the Bundesliga," said Leverkusen 
coach Christoph Daum of new signing Ze 
Roberto "The football we play here is very dif- 
ferent from what he knows." 


Kaiserslautern, who started the defence of 
their title with a 2-1 win over Austria's Polster, 
who joined from relegated Cologne, scored his 
side's first goal before setting up Swede Jorgen 
Pettersson for the second. 

"You will see quite a few more goals from 
the two of us this season," said Polster. 


§ countries gear themselves up for the 
Aire Championship qualifiers, a num- 
ber of international friendlies took place last 
week. 

Portugal beat Mozambique 2-1 with two 
goals in three minutes from Rui Costa. 
Mozambique made it uncomfortable for the 
Portuguese by scoring with thirteen minutes 
left, but was unable to force a shock equaliser. 
Despite only just winning this game, and fail- 
ing to qualify for the World Cup, Portugal will 
not be taken lightly. They have good players 
with good technique and will cause many 
teams problems in the European Championship 
qualifiers. 

Cyprus showed good spirit to come from 
two goals behind to beat Albania 3-2. Albania 
scored twice in two minutes on the hour mark, 
but goals by Yiotis Engomitis just a minute 


Austria's Anton Pfeffer, left, battles 
with France's Tony Vairelles. 


after Albania’s second, and two goals in the 
last ten minutes by loachim Joachim and 
Demetris Ioannou sealed the victory. 

World Cup qualifiers Norway and Romania 
drew 0-0 in front of 8,000 people in Oslo. 

Sweden beat Russia 1-0, with the only goal 
of the game coming after three minutes. 
Borussia Moenchengladbach striker Jorgen 
Petterson was the scorer for Sweden, and both 
teams fielded strong teams. A number of sub- 
stitutes were used in the game, which featured 
such players as Roland Nilsson, Henrik 
Larsson, Andreas Andersson, Andrei 
Kanchelskis, Igor Shalimov and Sergi Yuran. 
This was Sweden’s third consecutive win at 
home, and they will be looking to continue that 
tun against when they host England on 
September 5. 

An 84th minute header by Alain Boghossian 
saved France from losing to Austria, and 
secured a 2-2 draw. In their first match since 
lifting the World Cup, France took the lead 
through Lilian Laslandes, but needed the late 
goal to wipe out strikes by Mario Haas and a 
76th minute penalty by Ivica Vastic, 

France included a number of the team that 
won the World Cup, but new coach Roger 
Lemerre also gaye such players as Tony 
Vairelles and goalscorer Laslandes a run at 
international level. 

Slovakia and Finland drew 0-0 in front of 
3220 in Kosice. 

The Czech Republic beat Denmark 1-0 with 
an 8th ininute goal by Karel Rada. 

Ina European Championship group nine 
qualifying match, Bosnia took 65 minutes to 
‘score against the Faroe Islands, who lost their 
Opening match 5-0 to Estonia. Bosnia would 
have expected to score more against the Faroes, 
but had to settle for a 1-0 victory and the three 
points. 


| 
| 
| 
| 


| Dortmund. 


STUFF BERTI! 


hat we all suspected has come out into the 

open with the revelation that classy German 

defender Stefan Reuter won’t play for the 

national team under Berti Vogts. As 
Reuter is 31 and Vogts will stay on at 
least until Euro’ 2000, it 
seemed unlikely the 
Borussia Dortmund cap- 
tain would ever play for 
Germany again. 

"L will not play (for 
Germany) again with Vogts in 
charge,” Reuter (right) said 
after a training session with 


an era for the three-times world champions. 
Striker Juergen Klinsmann, 34, had said before the finals that 
they would mark the end of his internation- 
al career. 

Vogts, who said Germany needed a 
fresh start in their bid to recapture their 
place in the world's elite, has left Lothar 

Matthaeus out of his squad for two 
friendlies next month, 

‘The Bayern Munich libero is 37 and 
he, too, will probably never play for 
his country again. 

Germany start their warm-up to the 
qualifying campaign for the 
European championship by playing 
friendlies next month against Malta 
‘on September 2 and Romania three 
days later, 

Before announcing his squad 
next week, Vogts, who has 
already said he will recall Bayern 
Munich midfielder Stefan 
Effenberg, planned to talk to 

three leading members of 
Germany's old guard, defender 

Juergen Kohler and midfield- 

ers Thomas Haessler and 

Andreas Moeller, 


"My decision has nothing to 
do with my age but was dictated 
by my relationship with Vogts,” 
he added. 


Reuter eamed the last of his 69 
caps when Germany beat the 
United States 2-0 in a first-round 
match. He was substituted in the 
67th minute of that game and Vogts 
never picked him again, 

Olaf Thon, 32 and also a defender, 
said last month he was quitting inter- 
national soccer for similar reasons. 

Germany's shock quarter-final defeat 
to Croatia in France marked the end of 
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Feyenoord’s Dutch 
Treat on Opener 


enk Vos scored in the last minute to 

give Feyenord a 2-1 away victory 

over Fortuna Sittard in their first 

match of the Dutch league season 
last Friday (August 21) 

In a poor game, which saw both teams strug- 
gle to find any rhythm, Igor Korneev put 
Feyenoord ahead five minutes into the second 
half with a shot from just inside the box. 

A Michael Jeffrey cross was turned in by 
Ronald Hamming to equalise for the hosts in the 
64th minute, but Vos stole the show as time ran 
out. 

Jon Dahl Tomasson, recently arrived from 
Newcastle United, stepped over Bonaventura 
Kalu,s pass to wrong foot the Fortuna defence, 
and Vos finished with a sharp shot. 


ilian Laslandes, a rarity as a goal 

scoring French striker, wants to con- 

tinue his great early season form. 

The goal a game striker narrowly 
missed out on the World Cup, confirmed his 
early season form by scoring for France 
against Austria in only his second appear- 
ance. 

“{e’s a goal I'll always remember because it 
was my first for Les Bleus. I hope I,ll get the 
chance to score many more,” he said. 

He gained a France call from new coach 
Roger Lemerre after scoring in both his league 
games against Paris St Germain and Le Havre. 

(EFor three matches I,ve been scoring for the 
Girondins (Bordeaux) and the France team. I 
hope that will continue.” 

Laslandes, a promising striker at Auxerre the 
season before last when he helped the 1996 
French champions reach the European quarter 


DENMARK 

AaB Aalborg 5 Vejle 2 
Brondby 3 Silkeborg 0 
Aarhus Fremad 3‘ Viborg 1 
AB Copenhagen 1 AGFAarhus 1 
B93 Copenhagen 0 FC Copenhagen 0 
Lyngby 0 Herfoelge 0 

PW ODL FA Pts 
1. AaB Aalborg 5 4 0 1 6 4 13 
2. Herflge 34-0) 223 
3. Brondby LSet See PIE) 
4. AB CopenhagenS 2 2 1 9 4 8 
5.FC CopenhagenS 2 2 1 99 8 
6.AGF Aarhus 5 2 1 2 5 107 
7. Vejle be 2p kees eer 1G: 
8. Aarhus Fremad 5 2 0 3 7 106 
9, Silkeborg ig ape ar et st see 
10. Lyngby Seer 2, 35-5 
Il. Viborg 51 04 7 133 
12.B93C’hagen 5 0 1 4 3 151 


finals, has blossomed since returning to his 
home town club last season. 

He and strike partner Sylvain Wiltord operate 
with a midfield strengthened by the introduction 
of former Monaco playmaker Ali Benarbia 

ayern Munich coach Ottmar 

Hitzfeld warned his stars that some 

of them would have to sit on the 

bench. “Everybody wants to play for 
every match but that,s simply not possible,” 
said Hitzfeld, whose team features 16 interna- 
tionals. “It,s a big fight to be in the team and 
some will be unsatisfied.” 

Bayern earned its 
nickname FC 
Hollywood for its 
constant squabbling 
among top names and 
there are fears that 
some players might 
soon complain if they 
fail to get a place in 
the starting line-up 
(below is Carsten 
Jancker). 

“Everybody's con- 
cern must be the suc- 
cess of FC Bayern,” | 
Hitzfeld said. “This is 
not FC Basler or FC 
Effenberg,” he added, 
referring to gifted but 
temperamental mid- 
fielders Mario Basler 
and Stefan Effenberg. 

Bayern, eager to recapture the league title they 
lost to Kaiserlautern last May, beat VFL 
Wolfsburg 1-0 in their opening round match. 


GERMANY 


Hamburg SV 1 VfL Bochum 0 
Eintracht Frankfurt 2 Munich 3 
Schalke 04 - 1 VfB Stuttgart 0 
B Dortmund 3 Hertha Berlin 0 
SC Freiburg 1 BLeverkusen 1 
Bayern Munich 3 MSV Duisburg 1 
Kaiserslautern 2 BM’gladbach 1 
Werder Bremen 2 Nuremberg 3 
Hansa Rostock 3 Vfl Wolfsburg 3 
P WD LF A Pts 
1, Bayern Munich 2 2 0 0416 
2. Kaiserslauten 2 2 00426 
3.BLeverkusen 2 110424 
4. Nuremberg 2110434 
5.SC Freiburg 2 110324 
6.HamburgSV 2 110214 
7eq.BDortmund 2 1 0 1423 
7eq.BM’gladbach2 1 0 1 4 23 
9. Munich 2101443 
10. VfB Stuttgat 2 10 1223 
11. MSV Duisburg 2 1 0 1343 
12.eq.HBerlin’ 2 101133 
12. eq. Schalke 04 2 10 1133 
14. VfL Wolfsburg 2 0 1 1341 
15. Hansa Rostock 2 0 1 1461 
16.EFrankfut 2002350 
17. Werder Bremen2 0 0 2240 
18. VfL Bochum 2 002130 
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NEWS 
N BRIEF 


ver a thousand French fans visit the Stade 
de France each day to savour the scene of 
last month's World Cup triumph,  stadi- 
um official said on Thursday. 

"Imagine it's the 12th of July. It's about 7 p.m. and 
some 80,000 people have packed the tribunes as the 
French team drives into the underground car park of the 
Stade de France," a guide says as he begins a tour. 

The visits help raise income after the French sports 
ministry yetoed a bid by second division Red Star to 
make the 80,000 seat stadium their home, 

Instead, Red Star will play at the 10,000 capacity 
Stade Marville less than two kilometres from the futur- 
istic World Cup stadium. 

Red Star, who averaged gates of 3,000 last season, 
won the initial bidding to play at the Stade de France 
after Parisian giants Paris St Germain opted against 
leaving the Parc des Princes, 

But they failed to meet the financial criteria demand- 
ed by the sports ministry so the Stade will rely on visits 
and concerts, as well as international football and rugby 
union matches, to make money. 

Italian champions Juventus said on Thursday they 
had sold 40,000 season 
tickets for the coming 
season and were on tar~ 
get to break their club 
record, 

The record, set last 
season, stands at 40,338. 

Juventus, 25 times 
Italian champions, are 
traditionally Italy's best- 
supported club with fans 
and social clubs through- 
out the country. 

But many of their fans 
support them from a dis- 
tance. Last season their 
average home gate was + 
smaller than that of AC 
Milan, Inter Milan and 
AS Roma. 

‘The club's enormous 
60,000-capacity Delle 
Alpi stadium is seldom 
full and they plan to 
move to a smaller stadi- 
um on the site of their 
former Comunale stadi- 
um at the end of the com- 
ing league season, which 
begins on September 13. 


Te company behind plans to set up European super 
league said it had met UEFA officials for the first 
time to discuss the idea on Friday. 

The Milan-based company Media Partners issued a 
statement following the meeting in Geneva which said: 
"At the meeting, which was requested by Media 
Partners, the company made a full and detailed presen- 
tation regarding its plan for the European Football 


FRANCE 


Nancy 1 Nantes 0 
Bastia 3 Metz 0 
Bordeaux 1 Auxerre 0 
Lorient © 0 Lyon 1 
Marseille 5 Montpellier 4 
Le Havre 1 Strasbourg 0 
Strasbourg 0 PStGermain 1 
Toulouse 0 Monaco 0 


League (EFL). 

"UEFA have agreed to review the EFL plans in con- 
sultation with national associations,” it added, 

UEFA were not available to comment late on Friday, 

Media Partners have been involved in talks with sev- 
eral major European clubs over the possibility of setting 
up a new league, 

UEFA has since said it has made its own plans for a 
new competition which will be unveiled in the near 
future. 

The European governing body has already met a 
number of leading clubs to discuss the super league 
Issue. 


wo goals by Czech striker Pavel Kuka helped pro- 
moted Nuremberg to a 3-2 win at Werder Bremen in 
the German first division on Friday (August 21) 

Kuka, who joined this year from champions 
Kaiserslauten, scored in the 19th and 41st minutes of a 
close battle which Nuremberg won thanks to a goal by 
Macedonian striker Sasa Ciric in the 62nd minute. 

Bremen scored through Dutch midfielder Lodewjik 
Roembiak from the penalty spot after 22 minutes and 
through Jens Todt two 
minutes later. 

Todt later became 
the first player sent off 
in the Bundesliga this 
season when he 
received a red card for 
a bad tackle in the 
‘79th minute. 

In Friday,s other 
match, a brilliant two 
goal performance by 
Croatian Igor Pamic 
was not enough to 
give Hansa Rostock 
their first win of the 
season, 

Striker Andre 
Breitenreiter scored 
with three minutes 
remaining to ear vis- 
iting VFL Wolfsburg 
a3-3 draw, 


enfica began their 

Portuguese league 
championship chal- 
lenge with a hard- 
fought 2-0 win over 
Estrela da Amadora. 
Czech international Karel Poborsky fired the home side 
into the lead after just 15 minutes. As the 35000 crowd 
began to grow restless, Moroccan defender Tahar 
Khalej headed home a freekick in the 72nd minute, 

In the other game played on August 21, Braga defeat- 
ed Beira Mar 2-1, The match featured three red cards, 
Beira Mar ending up with nine men and Braga down to 
ten. 


YUGOSLAVIA 
Partizan Belgrade 4 Zeleznik 1 
Sartid Smederevo 0 Buducnost Podgorica) 
Zemun Belgrade 1 Radnicki Kragujevac3 
Rad Belgrade 1 Mogren Budva 0 
Proleter Zrenjanin 3 Spartak Subotica 1 
Hajduk Kula 2 Pristina 0 
Milicionar Belgrade 4 Radnicki Nis } 
Obilic Belgrade 2 OFK Beograd Belgrade 
) 


Postponed to Sept 9: 
Vojvodina Novi Sad v Crvena Zvezda Belgrade 
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DWYGHT FINALLY SIGNS 


‘anchester United closed their sum- 

mer spending spree on Thursday 

with a club record 12.6 million 

pound ($22 million) signing of 
Aston Villa striker Dwight Yorke, 

United said in a statement that 6.6 million 
pounds was payable immediately, followed by 
four quarterly installments of 1.5 million over the 
next 12 months. 

The Trinidad and Tobago player (below) later 
appeared at a news conference with United man- 
ager Alex Ferguson. 

"Of all the strikers who've played against us in 
the last few years he was the one who gave us the 
most problems,” said Ferguson, who had chased 
his man since last year, 

"He's got two good feet, he's brave and he’s got 
good endurance. He can beat a man and score 
goals so all the parts add up.” 


Yorke, who had two years on his contract at 
English premier league rivals Villa, signed a five- 
year deal. 


wo Rangers players had to be separated 


side's 3-1 Scottish Premier League win over Kilmarnock on 
Saturday, German international Jorg Albertz and Italian 
Lorenzo Amoruso had a heated arguement during the players’ 
warm-down just minutes after match. Amoruso had been at fault for 


Paul Wright's ist minute goal for Kilmarnock, 
but Rangers coach Advocaat shrugged off sugges- 
tions that the bust-up signaled any deep problems 
within his multi-national squad, 

"It is part of life," said the former PSV Eindhoven 
coach who took oer at Ibrox this season. 

Hearts went to the top of the league with a com- 
fortable 2-0 home win over Aberdeen. 

The game at Kilmarnock was billed as Ally 
McCoist's day. The former Rangers striker was mak- 
ing his first appearance for his new club —- and it 
coincided with a visit from the team he served for 15 
years as its all-time record scorer. 

But it was McCoist's successor at Ibrox, Rod 
Wallace, who stole the early limelight. 

‘The former Leeds striker netted his fourth goal in 


five games since coming to Rangers to give it a 25th 


minute lead. 


Three minutes later Rangers went further ahead when 
home defender Jim Lauchlan brought down Wallace and Albertz 


scored a penalty for the second league match in a row. 

Kilmarnock came back, courtesy of Amoruso's pi 
then Lauchlan was controversially sent off for 
Bronckhorst. The home-fans claimed he had dived, 

But as Kilmarncock searched for an equal- 
izer, Charlie Miller made it 3-1 for Rangers 
in the 87th minute after Andrei Kanchelskis 
had broken from his own half. 

Celtic was on the verge of losing its third 
match in a row after the defeat at Aberdeen 
last Sunday and the League Cup shock at 
Airdrie last Wednesday, thanks to Robbie 
Winters’ 31st minute goal. 

But Scottish international Burley leveled 
in the 80th minute by finishing off Henrik 
Larsson’s clever pass. 

‘Three minutes later 19-year-old Burchill 
— who had replaced the out-of-touch Harald 
Brattbakk — struck with a right foot shot to 
send the 59,738 crowd wild. 

Early goals were the key for Hearts, with 
Steve Fulton scoring after two minutes and 
new signing Steven Pressley netting nine 
minutes later, 

Aberdeen had Gary Smith sent off in the 
65th minute. 


Tt came before a 2200 GMT European transfer 
deadline, ensuring he can play in this season's 
Champions’ League. 

The 26-year-old told reporters that although he 
had nine “fantastic years" at Villa he was desper- 
até to come to Manchester once he first heard of 
their interest and was not worried about the price 
tag or the competition for places. 

"I've played here against some great players and 
one day I hoped I would be here to play with 
them,” he said. 

"But now I'm here I don't expect to walk in 
without competition for places because there are 
so many good players here. I will be working 
extremely hard to get a place and then keep it,” he 
added. 

The signing topped United's transfer record set 
in May when they paid PSV Eindhoven 10.75 mil- 
lion pounds for Dutch international defender Jaap 
Stam. 

United also signed Swedish international Jesper 
Blomgvist from Parma for 4.4 million pounds in 
July and Ferguson said the big money buys were 
now complete. 

"T have quite a considerable squad and 1 am 
covered in all areas. But | may end up with some 
unhappy players and that may mean things 
change, but that is football," he said. 

Villa, who had offered Yorke a new five-year 
contract and a higher basic wage than he would 
get at United, had initially demanded 15 million 
pounds for a player pursued by the northern club 
since last September. 

Villa's chairman Doug Ellis said that 12 million 
was always the club's minimum value and he 
added that he was personally sad to see the player 
leave. 

"We were prepared to resist all of Manchester 


by teammates after the 
watched by 11,000 fans 
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United's efforts to sign Dwight until recent events 
made us change our mind,” he said in the state- 
ment. 

“It has become apparent in recent days that 
Dwight Yorke wanted to join Manchester United 
and would not sign an extension to his remaining 
two year contract.” 


Ellis said United had increased their offer late 
on Wednesday with a “few add-ons subsequent {0 
that." 

Villa, who also sold defender David Unsworth 
to Everton on Thursday, would now make money 
available to manager John Gregory to strengthen 
the squad, 

In an interview with the Villa Clubcall line, 
Ellis said that while the club could have kept 
Yorke physically, they had lost him mentally. 

"If he doesn’t want to play for us, there's just no 
point resisting and resisting,” he said. 

Meanwhile baby-faced Norway striker Ole 
Gunnar Solksjaer (above) has left Man Utd for 
Spurs, for a fee of about $10m. 


PUNCH-UP SOURS ALLY’S DAY 


Motherwell and Kilmarnock drew 0-0 at Fir Park, in a game which was 


double the home club's average. 


Dundee hosts St. Johnstone on Sunday. 
Rookie Mark Burchill came off the bench to fire a late winner as Celtic 
came from a goal down to snatch an unlikely 2-1 Scottish Premiership win 


over Dundee United at Parkhead on Saturday. 

Robbie Winters’ 31st-minute goal looked to have 
condemned reigning champions Celtic (pictured 
below) to a third consecutive defeat before Scotland 
star Craig Burley levelled the scores after 80 min- 
utes. Then, with just five minutes to go, Burchill, 
who carried the bags for Scotland's stars during 
France 98, delighted the home fans in the 60,000 
crowd with a dramatic winner. Burchill, who has 
been a prolific scorer at youth and reserve level, cut 
inside from the left and struck a low shot under 
goalkeeper Sieb Dykstra to secur all three points. 

Celtic's players have been embroiled in an indus- 
trial dispute for weeks, and their recent perfor- 
mances on the pitch seemed reflect this. 

Both teams were aiming to recover from Scottish 
League Cup losses, Celtic losing at first division 
Airdrie while Dundee United were humbled at third 
sion Ross County in midweek. 


PREMIER DIVISION 
PWDLF 
1 Hearts 3 
2. Celtic 3 
3. Rangers 
4, Aberdeen 
5. Kilmamock 
6. Motherwell 
7. StJohnstone 
8. Dunfermline 
9. Dundee United 
10. Dundee 
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Hackburn coach Roy 
Hodgson has taken the drastic 
step of issuing statements 


NORTHERN 
IRELAND 


PREMIER DIVISION 


Cliftonville 2 Gletoran 4 
Coleraine 1 Portadown 0 
Glenavon 3 Crusaders 0 
Linfield 1 Ballymena 0 
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PLATT MOVES 
INTO COACHING | 


jormer England captain David Platt was 
named assistant coach to the national under- 
18 and under-19 teams on by the Football 
Association, 

Platt, who retired as a player at the 
end of last season, will assist technical 
director Howard Wilkinson with 
coaching the two national youth teams. 

‘The former midfielder, who played 
for Crewe, Aston Villa and Arsenal in 
England and Bari, Juventus and 
Sampdoria in Italy, will also complete 
his UEFA coaching courses. 

Platt, who was capped 62 times by 
England, joined Wilkinson last week for 
a training get-together with the under-18 
squad, 

He said; "I'm delighted to have been 
given this exceptional opportunity by 
Howard Wilkinson and the Football 
Association. 

"The course has been planned so that I will still have 
the flexibility to travel abroad, monitoring various clubs 
and their training techniques. 


"Thaye always tried to give 100 percent as a player 
and I will be giving the same commitment as I prepare 
for a career in management and coaching.” 


Liereel are favorites to sign 
‘olombian World Cup goalkeeper 
Farid Mondragon. 
| Representatives of the 26-year-old are 
expected to fly into England, hoping to 
seal a transfer that will see the highly 
rated stopper move to the Merseyside 
club. 


iverpool already have two 

‘international goalkeepers, England's 
David James and American Brad Friedel, 
but joint bosses Gerard Houllier and Roy 
Evans are not convinced that either is the 
commanding figure they need between 
the sticks, 

Mondragon plays for Independiente in 
Argentina, and rivals River Plate club are also interested 
in signing the man who started all three games for 
Colombia in France ‘98, 


EL TEL WANTS 
MY JCB! 


lenn Hoddle claims in his controversial 

World Cup diary that his predecessor, 

‘Terry Venables, still wants to be 
's coach. 

Hoddle says that Venables, who quit after taking 
England to the semi-finals of Euro 96, has been critical 
of him because he still wants the job. 

Hoddle says former England boss Bobby Robson 
offered him total backing during France 98 — unlike 
Venables, who often questioned Hoddle's tactical 
decisions and slammed his successor for leaving Paul 
Gascoigne out of the England squad. 

"A few things he's said about England since I took 
over have irritated me,” said Hoddle. 

“Bobby Robson took the time to call me and say he 
was right behind me, that he'd give me all the support 
he could. As for Terry ... I wasn't sure. I think it has 
been difficult for Terry during the two years I have been 
head coach. I'm sure he feels he should still be’ in the 
job.” 

But one man for whom Hoddle offers unqualified 
backing is Arsenal's Double-winning boss Arsene 
Wenger. 


Hoddle worked under Wenger during his spell as a 
player in Monaco and is unstinting in his praise of the 
Frenchman. 

"He might not thank me for saying it, but Arsene will 
certainly be an international manager himself one day, 
Tm sure of that. 

"He's made for the job: he is so knowledgeable, so 
organized and so loyal to his players. I'm thrilled for 
him that he's achieved so much so soon at Arsenal." 


anchester City smashed its own League Cup 
scoring record with a 7-1 rout of Notts County 7-1 
in their first round, second leg encounter, 

Manager Joe Royle, forced by cash cutbacks to field 
a teenage side, saw his teenagers obliterate their 
Division Two colleagues at Maine Road, 

Paul Dickoy and Shaun Goater both grabbed two 
goals in the rout which saw City, one-time English 
giants but last season relegated to their lowest position 
in the football league, wrap up the two-tie match 9-1 on 
aggregate. Oasis will be happy, 


ROBBO SIGNS FOR FIVE? 


ryan Robson is on the verge of signing a 
double-your-money contract which will 
keep him at Middlesbrough for the next five 


years. 

The inflation-proof deal will eventually be worth 
around $2million a year to Robson, who left 
Manchester United to take over as player-manager of 
Boro in May 1994, 

Boro are anxious to tie 
Robson to the club until 
after the next World Cup 
in case Glenn Hoddle's 
England job should 
‘become vacant, 


oalkeeper Kevin 
Pressman threw his 
future into doubt last night 
by admitting he is unhappy 
at Sheffield Wednesday. 
Pressman dropped the 
bombshell on new boss 
Danny Wilson just four 
days after being praised by 
his manager despite the home defeat by West Ham. 
Wilson will have talks today with Pressman, who is 
30 and has been with Wednesday for 14 years. The 
player said: “It's not an irretrievable situation.” 


‘olyerhampton Wanderers agreed a one-year loan 
deal with Dutch side Feyenoord for Republic of 
Ireland international David Connolly. 
The striker will sign for Mark McGhee's first 
division side, subject to a medical, with a view to a 
permanent transfer. 


Wolves managing director John Richards (the former 
striker) flew to Rotterdam to meet the 21- year-old on 
Wednesday night and the club are now awaiting 
international clearance. 

‘The 21-year-old signed a contract last year with 
Feyernoord which ran till 2002 after taking advantage 
of a free transfer from Watford. 


lackburn's Norwegian 
international defender 

Tore Pedersen said he 
wants to see out his career 
at Ewood Park — if he 
can finally earn a regular 
first team place. : 

The 28-year-old told 
the Blackburn Evening 
Telegraph: "If Colin 
Hendry had stayed I was 
expecting to leave the 
club, but now I can see an 
opportunity to play every 
week. 

"If I could get a first team 
place I would be happy to stay here, extend my contract 
and stay for the rest of my career. 

"Thad hopes of playing in the World Cup for Norway 
but it is right that if you are not playing first team 
football you should not be in the national team." 

Pedersen, who has 46 Norwegian caps, came to 
Blackburn from Germany's St Pauli for 500,000 pounds 
($1m) last September but has played in only three 
premier league matches. 


BATTY OUT 


ngland midfielder Dayid Batty had the five- 
game suspension he was serving extended by a 
match by England's Football Association, 

The Newcastle player was sent off for thumping 
Blackburn's Garry Flitcroft in the final game of last 
season and received a three-match suspension for 
Violent conduct, plus a further two-game ban as it was 
his third red card of the season. 

He also faced a Football Association disciplinary 
hearing last week on a misconduct charge for pushing 
referee David Elleray during the same match. 

The FA announced that the case against Batty had 
been proved and he had been banned for a further game, 
as well-as being fined about $3,000. 

On top of this he has to come to terms with the fact 
that he missed a penalty against Argentina in the World 
Cup. 


ABSW — 2 csr 25 


CANTONA’S — 


FINAL CURTAIN 


he one and only Eric Cantona has 
finally brought down the curtain 
on a wonderful era at Man Utd. 
"It's a special night for me. It 
was a wonderful feeling. I thank you all 
for coming. I hope to see you soon. I lost 
my ambition for the game. I'm sorry. 1 
gave everything for ten years. I had five 
wonderful seasons here, It was the best 
time of my career and I love you all very 


much.” v 
The game may have been all about raising 
money for the 


Munich Memorial 
Fund but the night 
was all about Bric 
Cuntona. The French 
actor returned to his 
former life as a 
foothall player to 
finally say goodbye 
to the Old Trafford 
faithful he indulged 
for five years, and his 
reception was fit for a 
king. 

He brought his 
footballing friends 
with him for # game that was played out 
before a 55,210 full-house, determined to 
grab one last glimpse of a modern United 
great. 

The greats of old, whose sad demise 
inspired this game, would no doubt have 
enjoyed the entertainment supplied pre- 
match by Simply Red star Mick Hucknall - 
who fittingly sang Every Time You Say 
Goodbye - and the benefits of a night which 


should raise millions for the fund. i 

Former United stars’Bryan Robson and _ 
Mark Hughes lined up alongside Paul 
Gascoigne, French star Laurent Blanc and of 
course Cantona himself. . 

He was introduced as the man who has | 

been away for too long, but he was soon 
making himself at home on the pitch with 
applause ringing out every time he touched 
the ball. 
» Applause that rang even louder when he 
swapped sides in the second period and 
turned out in a Red 7 
shirt - the collars of 
which were, of course, 
uptumed., 

But it took until ten 
minutes from the end 
for Cantona to grant the 
crowd's biggest wish - 
one more goal in a 
United shirt and the 
penultimate goal of the 
night in the 8-4 
extravaganza that the 
Red Devils came from 
behind to win. 

He had one last 
starring moment before departing as he told 
the crowd in an emotional moment: He 
followed that with a Jap of honour and finally 
walked out of Old Trafford as a player for 
the last time. 

We at ABSW can only wish that a player 
of his qualities, both as a player and as a 
human being, will grace the game again. 


REDS’ DODGY RED? 


looks set to appeal against 

Richard Rufus’s dismissal, He was 
red-carded during his side's 0-0 draw at 
Newcastle on the opening day. 

Defender Rufus was sent off just 25 
minutes into Charlton's Premiership debut 
with United's Niko Dabizas. 
ion means he could miss 
Charlton's trip to Arsenal this week and the 
home match against Derby County. 
Charlton played 
Man Utd last 


C harlton manager Alan Curbishley 


But after 
watching replays of 
the incident, 


Curbishley is 
convinced the tussle 
was no more than an 
accident, 

What do you 
think? Was” it 
justified, or is 
Curbishley just a 
whinger, given that these sorts of decisions 
happen ‘all the time, going for and against 
teams? 

The Charlton manager wants referee 
Dermot Gallagher to revisit the evidence. 

He said; ‘We're thinking of talking to the 
referee. Having looked at the incident again 
there's no way there was any intent on 
Richard's part. 

‘He was struggling to get away from 
Dabizas who was holding on to him. 

‘Richard was trying to make sure he 
picked up Alan Shearer for the corner and 
in doing so his arm caught the Newcastle 
player. It's very unfortunate for us because 
if the sending off stands it means he will 
miss three games.’ 


B the time you read this, journeyman 
and former English international Chris 

Waddle could be playing with First 
Division Queens Park Rangers. 

‘The 37-year-old former England forward, 
anxious to concentrate on playing after 
quitting as player-manager at Bumley, has 
had talks with QPR boss Ray Harford. 

The Loftus Road chief sees Waddle as an 
ideal signing to pacify fans who booed the 
team during the recent 1-1 home draw with 
Bristol City. 

Waddle said: 'T've talked to 
QPR and I'm very 
interested. I want to play 
again and at as high a level 
as possible. QPR are a good 
club with some fine players 
and a good manager. I think 
they would suit me. 

"But at the moment I'm 
trying to get fit after a groin | 
injury, so it may be a couple 
of weeks before anything 
happens." 


fter the recent disappointing 1-1 

Worthington Cup draw at Torquay, and a 
fairly indifferent start in the league, Crystal 
Palace chairman Mark Goldberg called for 
Terry Venables to be given six weeks to 
weave his magic at Selhurst Park before the 
former England and Australia ‘coach's retum 
to club management starts to be judged. 

‘The new chairman said: 'We actually need 
another six weeks for Terry to be able to 
ensure that his formation is working in the 
most effective way and to allow the new 
players to settle'in.” 

The club recently signed Aussie player 
Nick Rizzo. | 

And after this six weeks? 


FOREST FANS’ — 
OUTRAGE AT SALES 


ave Bassett tried to stop a potential Nottingham 

|Forest revolt in the bud by taking responsibility 

for the shock £2.5million ($Sm) sale of skipper 
Colin Cooper to Middlesbrough. 

Fans, stunned by the departure of the 
31-year-old defender after the summer 
sale of striker Kevin Campbell and the 
decision to sell rebel Pierre van 
Hooijdonk, are threatening protests, 

‘The Forest board has been accused of 
dismantling the club ‘brick by brick’ but 
Bassett insisted he had agreed the Cooper 
transfer and was merely honouring a 
promise he made to the player. 

Bassett said: ‘A year ago Colin turned 
down the chance of a transfer to West 
Ham and told me the only club he would 
join was Middlesbrough. We had a 
gentleman's agreement that if ever they 
made an acceptable bid, I would let him 
go. Bryan Robson made us an‘offer and 1 f P ; 
kept my word. 1 would have been a - believe the sale of Colin Cooper. 
hypocrite otherwise. Forest come to grips with Deadly = "You just can't believe what has 

‘Given the other problems we've had 2ennis Bon the opening day. \ppened or what is going to happen 
recently, and the injury to Jon Hjelde at They lost 2-1. next. It seems the board is 
Arsenal, the timing could have been better, dismantling the club and selling it off 
but things don’t always work out exactly as you would _ brick by bric! 
like. Should be an interesting season back for Forest, 

‘I can assure our supporters that there was no 


IAN WRIGHT'S ADOPTED SON 
AT MAINE RD 


I Wright's adopted son was signed by Manchester 


skulduggery involved and that I was under no pressure 
from anyone. All the money will go into the transfer kitty 
for my use and I will be looking for a suitable 
replacement.’ 

A possible target might be 
Michael Duberry although Chelsea 
could be reluctant to sell. 

Forest fans were up in arms, 
Mel Hart, Supporters’ Association 
chairman, said: 'There is talk of 
protest demonstrations at the game 
this weekend because feelings are 
running high over the way the club 
is being run. 

"There seems to be complete 
disarray and the supporters have no 
faith in the board. They came in 
with all these promises which have 
been false hopes with no 
Investment at all. After everything 
else that's happened, no-one could 


Despite being only Sft 3in, Second Division City are hoping 
his pace and natural ability will eventually help them to 
promotion, Aussie Daniel Alisopp has also joined the club that 

is supported by Oasis, 


City from Nottingham Forest last week. Shaun 

Wright-Phillips, a 16-year-old striker, was adopted by 
Wright as a toddler more than 12 years ago, long 
before the former England striker made a name 
for himself at Crystal Palace and Arsenal. 

Although his relationship with Shaun's mother 
Sharon ended, West Ham's summer signing 
has always maintained a close interest in the 
youngster’s career. 

He came through the ranks at Ten-em-bee, 
the same south London club where Wright 
began as a junior. 'My Dad is very proud of me 
and obviously one day I would love to emulate 
his achievements, Wright-Phillips said. ‘But at the 
moment my aim is to make the first team at Maine 
Road and I am working hard, Like my Dad, I love playing 
up front and scoring goals,’ 


HODD OFF! 


Jenn Hoddle’s book about the behind the scenes at France 98 has continued to be slagged 
foff by all and sundry, Hodd himself is unrepentant, and, in fact, is planning to write 
another one, just to stick it up his critics! 


Si on sons of famous footballers, 

tle boss Kenny Dalglish has 

is son Paul: "You'll get no special 
favours here,’ 

Dalglish Snr spoke of his pride in 20- 
year-old Paul and admitted but added: 
"He's no different to the other young 

players at the club, even if he is family, he 
gets treated like everybody else, 
"As the manager, I pick what I think is the 
best team for a game. We have tried to strengthen 
the younger element here and those who are good 
enough will be given their chance.’ 


Mi Le Tiss (below) is an enigma. Brilliant but looks a bit lazy and can have the odd 
attitude problem. He is not in the current Southampton side’s first eleven, much to the 
predictable consternation of the pro-Matt lobby down there at Dingley 
Dell. 
Manager Dave Jones said: "There is only a small minority who. 
still see Matthew as the answer to any problem. It seems 
those same people appear to think I have a problem with 
him, which I don't. 
"Unfortunately, these supporters are living in the past and 
I think it is unfair of them to take the stance they do when 
they can surely see how much hard work other players put 
in. 
‘I don't pick teams to lose games, I pick teams to try to win 
b/ them. That means I will keep picking players I believe can 
do the best job. One of them might be Matt Le Tissier. After 
all, every shirt is up for grabs here.’ 


Well-known literary figure in 
the English literary 
establishment, Glenn 
Hoddle. 


Sung to the tune of “The Brady Bunch” 
It's the story, of some Balkans, Till the one day when Davor met Joao, 
Who had a soccer team of their own, and he invited them to play in his game, 
They weren't playing many games they scored lots of goals, 
they were having a civil war... that’s how th 


_ 


became the Croatian Bunch 


